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A talk by Dr Anthony Dracopoulos 

For the poet Miltos Sachtouris (1919-2005), 
the present state of the human condition is 
connected to humanity’s distancing from 
sacredness, the forgetfulness of mortality 
and the absence of dreams. Heaven, dream 
and poetry are put forward as tools of 
measurement, indicating the distance of our 
current earthly existence from authentic being. 
Although this distance cannot be bridged, the 
poet’s efforts are not pointless. By reminding us 
of the harshness, irrationality and inhumanity of 
everyday life, he calls us to return to that which 
has become distant and foreign. 

Herk is a figurative artist, inspired by classical 
antiquity and Greek mythology. His large- 
scale graphite drawings explore the classical 
ideal of beauty, immortality, and the human 
form. His drawings have a serenity and a 
melancholic beauty that invites reflection, and 
draws the viewer closer to reveal a complexity 
of rhythm and meticulous detail. This unique 
body of work examines identity, the defining 
characteristics of the human condition and the 
connection to the divine, in a distinctive style 
that is undeniably his own.

Miltos Sachtouris:  
The Fervent Poet 
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Immortal: 
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