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exclusive one on one chatting about how the Greek otte
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OK: It’'s been an amazing few months for you Michael,
firstly, talk us through how you found yourself as the current
Greek National Football team assistant coach?

MV:I1had just signed a contract extension with PEC
Zwollein Holland. I wasreally enjoying my time working there
when JVS (John Van Schipp) called me up to tell me there could
be an opportunity to work with him again. It was not confirmed
as the Hellenic Football Federation were going through the
process of interviewing candidates. I was excited at the possi-
bility of being his assistant, coaching the Greek national team,
but tried not to think about it too much because football works
in funny ways.

Funnily enough, it was during my vacation with my fam-
ily in Zakynthos that I received a phone call to confirm we had
the job. My holidays were cut short. We had a big job to prepare
for. The next morning, I caught the first flight back to Athens.

OK: Going to Greece, what were your expectations?

MV:T'velived in Greece before having played for Iraklis,
Larissa and Panetolikos. I know the football culture and I know
the football landscape. I knew very well this was a huge respon-
sibility and expectations would be very high and demanding to
coach the national team. The national team in the past 5 years




