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an Eredivisie club: that’s more than Trent
Sainsbury and Aziz Behich can say.

“If you don’t fit the coach’s style, you
don’t play,” he explained to The Daily
Football Show. But now Genreau faces his
sternest test, impressing a new coach with
Zwolle on the verge of relegation.

If he can retain his place in the lineup
through this, the Socceroos may prove a
cakewalk.

Trent Buhagiar

With a phenomenal 50 A-League appearances
by 20 (and it could have been 60 had he
not torn his ACL before a ball was kicked
this season), Buhagiar already boasts more
professional matches than any other
footballer on the list.

Even more than Hrustic, and he’s two
years older.

The most exciting thing about Buhagiar
— other than his electric pace — is the
importance Steve Corica appeared to place
on his role in the team this season. Without
Buhagiar’s ability to drive behind opposition
defences, Sydney's frontline looked lost
at times.

But that importance is also concerning.
Given the transfer window is now open,
Corica’s already announced his intentions
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to sign another forward and the Sky Blues
have an international slot open, it seems
one of the few youth to get an extended
chance in the A-League may soon be back
down the pecking order.

John Iredale

It’s early days yet so don’t get too excited,
but we may have just saved the best for last.
Now that the Socceroos’ desperate striking
requirements are well-established, what
if we told you that there’s a 19-year-old
who bagged 10 goals in 13 appearances
for an Eredivisie youth team last season.
We’re guessing you’'d ask when he’s
going to get injured. Yep, he broke his foot
last month and he’ll be out until May. But
for the sake of our collective sanity, let’s
look past the Socceroos curse and focus
on the future, just like Iredale is.

“(My coach) has me in his plans,” he
recently told The World Game. “Basically
it's keep working hard and be ready. It’s
definitely good to know he’s thinking of
how to use me this season.

"It helps me to be able to play, not worrying
about whether he’s thinking of going to
use me.”

Here’s hoping all of these promising
youngsters can do just that: play.

IS BOBO'S GOAL
SCORING REGORD
UNDER ATTACK
FROM ALF?

Sydney FC’s in-form striker Adam Le Fondre's ambition is to topple the
regular season goals record of his predecessor Bobo, he has revealed.

When Bobo scored 27 goals in 27
games for Sydney FC in the previous
A-League season, few expected that
record to be broken any time soon.
But up stepped Sydney FC's new
import Adam le Fondre.

When Le Fondre scored against Central
Coast Mariners last weekend, the former
EPL striker became the quickest player
to reach 10 goals in A-League history,
putting Bobo's mark on notice.
Perhaps It's no surprise as Le Fondre,
also known as ALF, is no stranger to
record breaking feats.

During Reading’s 2012-13 EPL season,
ALF won the club’s first ever Premier
League Player of the Month award and
broke the record for most EPL goals
in a season as a substitute.

Some may think it's too early to make
bold statements as only a third of the
season is gone, but Le Fondre isn't
shy when it comes to his aspirations
in wanting to break Bobo's scoring
feat.

“His goal record last season was
incredible. I'm the first to admit that
scoring 27 goals in 27 game season is
phenomenal,” he told FTBL

“The fact he scored so many goals
has given me something to aim for. It
gives me something that I want to
better and go up and beyond that.
“It gives me that drive to not just rest
onmy laurels and score just one a game
and feel like I've done my job today
because it's not. I'm chasing things.
“Pve always done that as a player.
I've always chased something that has
made me better and that is what I
want to do.

“P’m going to have personal ambitions
to do well which drives me. I thrive
on scoring goals I'm just that sort of
person.”

Le Fondre revealed the reason he’s
been able to adapt so quickly into his
new environment is down to Sydney
FC’s set up.

“Ever since [ came over in August
everything, the club, the players, the
whole structure of the place has really
suited me,” said the 32-year-old.
“They have really helped me settle
in. Albeit it's the other side of the world,
it's not that hard or big of a change
from home.

“For me it was a really easy decision
to come out here and I feel vindicated
because how I've started and how well
we are doing as a team.”

While he has settled into the A-League
like a veteran of the competition, Le
Fondre admitted his knowledge of
Australi

“] did not know too much if I'm
honest,” he said. “But when I realised
this was a serious opportunity for me
1 did a bit of research about Sydney
and what'’s been happeningin the last
two seasons.

“There Is nothing more attractive
than a team who is winning every week
then going and playing up front for
them. I know I am going to get chances
and score goals.

“] also spoke to one of my good friends
Adam Federici. Obviously he is Australian
and knows a lot about the club and
he just said, 'You are going to love it!.
Take the opportunity your family is
going to love it.'



