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extremities of the day, offering
their beauty and fragility as one
final, heartbreaking gift. But there
was a time when the buildings were
strong enough to contain the heat
and noise of multi-generational
families, sharing the space and
lives together. Life and death and
everything in between, happened
inside these houses. It was the
natural order of things.

Two small children, a boy and a
girl, peer through the door to see
their exhausted mother smile at
their new brother. They watch their
grandmother wash him in warm
water and rub olive oil into his soft
baby skin. She wraps him tightly in a
fine linen blanket, turning him into
a compact parcel before handing
him to their father. Holding his
youngest son, and last-born child,
he places the most valuable item
he owns, his final treasure from his
years in America, onto the baby’s
chest. It's a gold pocket watch with
his name imperfectly engraved
on it. One final trophy left to him
after a life of wars, and depression,
and poverty, deprived him of the
wealth he had brought back when
he returned after twenty years in
the States. It is a blessing of sorts.
An oil lamp casts a hazy, sweet-
smelling light and rich, umber
shadows reach out from the corners

of the room to meet it. The children
want to be near their mother, climb
onto the bed with her and see the
baby, but they stay put, aware
that they are not supposed to be
there at all. The room is filled with
quiet natural little acts because
the birth of a child is, in any case,
unremarkable. Birthing is women’s
work, but celebrating a boy falls to
the men and their father announces
the arrival of a son with a round
shots fired into the air.

Sometimes children don’t thrive
and births do not always equate
to lives. In a place where remedies
have to be found close at hand, not
all the solutions are medical. Other
forces have to be appeased. When
all else fails, there's still a blind
belief in fate. To stop the flow of
tiny corpses out of the house and
ensure that all subsequent children
born into that family will flourish,
a healthy baby born after a run of
infant deaths is placed at a
crossroads to be baptized by the
first person who comes along.

‘Those years were shocking; no
antiseptic, no lots of things, they
packed my wound with gauze and
it would stick to my skin—we lived
hidden from God in those years, I
tell you. You can’t imagine it unless
you been through it.’

GREEK ORTHODOX COMMUNITY OF NSW LTD
EAAHNIKH OPOOAOZH KOINOTHTA N.N.O.
ESTABLISHED 1898 ABN 50000018 128

206 — 210 Lakemba Street, Lakemba 2195
Postal Address: P.O. Box 324, Lakemba, NSW 2195
Telephone: (02) 9740 6022 — 9740 6842 Fax: (02) 9740 6362

AEATIO TYTIOY

EPANOX I'TA THN ENIZXYYXH TON ITYPOIIAOOQN

TIpayuotomonBnKe CLYKEVIpGGT GTov Yopo T Kowotikig Aéoyns (206-210 Lakemba St.,
Lakemba), tnv ITapackev) 27 Ioviiov 2018 pe BEpa Tig TPOGPUTEC TUPKUYIEG GTNV ATTIKY] KOt [E
mo Tpomo Ba Bonen6ovV 01 OIKOYEVELEC TOV SEVOTOBOVVIQV.

Topevpédbnoav, o IIpoedpog Ty EOK NNO k. Xapn Aavaing, IIpoedpot 6Aiev ZoNATEIOV Kot
OpYaVICHAY Kat HEHOVOLEVA GTONO. 6TToD GVINTIONKE TO OO BEA KA1 OMOPUGIGTIKE VO
StevepynOel Epavoc Yo TV EVIGYLGT] TOV TUPOTAOAV, GOC KATMO!:

1)Tnv 1dpuom 11pehods Emrpomic mov 6a emontevet T0 610 EPY0 TOL EPGVOL UTOTEAOVUEVT) UTO:
K. X. Aavddn, xa. N. Kaptépn. k. X. Mreképya, ko X. Zravpomodiov, ka K. Stojanovic,

K. Iodvvn Zroavéddn, k. Iodvvn Oeodmpidn, k. Baciiny Mivd, ka K. Bodli, K. T. Ashoypoppdtm
xa. N. Aopmovon mov 8o cuvedprdlel 68 TOKTA YPOVIKG SLUCTILOT Kat

2)No avorytovv ce Tpetg (3) Tpdanelec, Commonwealth Bank, Delphi Bank ka1 Bank of Sydney
tpanelkoi Aoyaprocpoi oto dvopa “The Greek Orthodox Community of NSW Greek Fire
Appeal”, 6mov ot evolPepOUEVOL B0, ITOPOVY Ve KATAOETOUV TC TOGE IOV EMBVUOVY.

T TapAOETOVLE TPOC TO TUPOV Ta. oTotyein. 6vo Tpanelikdv Aoyuplacuav, Kot 6a cog
QVOKOVOGOVE TOV (Alo 6Tav Adfovpe To. oTotyelo Tov.

Delphi Bank: BSB:941200, Account number: 200637043, Account name: “GREEK
ORTHODOX COMMUNITY OF NEW SOUTH WALES LTD — GREEK FIRE APPEAL”

Bank of Svdnev: BSB: 942201, Account number: 1403195

Account name: “THE GREEK ORTHODOX COMMUNITY OF NSW LTD THE GREEK FIRE
APPEAL”.
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LAKEMBA SENIOR CITIZEN'S CENTRE
(next to library)
62 The Boulevarde,
Lakemba NSW 2195

*SENAPIO - SKHNOGESIA: AKHS KASTEAAODIOY

[IAHPO20PIEE - KPATHEEIE

0450 724 600

Twh ewotnpiou $25, Mewwpévo $20 .
AxkatdAAnAo yia naibia kartw tov 16 etwv.
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360 Abercrombie Street, Redfern
Thi.: - Exxinoio: 02 9319 5425, Tpageia: 02 9740 6022

ITPOI'PAMMA IEPQN AKOAOYOIQN
KAI ITAPAKAHXEQN TOY 15AYT'OYXTOY 2018

Hopaxioeig: 1,2,3.4,6,7,8,9, 10, 11 13 Avyovctov 2018, omd 4:30p.p. g 5:30p. .

Tpity 14 AvyoveTov 2018 - Iapapovi) g Eopmic e Koynjoemg g OzotéKov
'OpBpog ko1 Ocia Aettovpyio. and 8:007.p. — 11:007.p.
Méyog Mavnyopikég Ecmepvog et aptokhaciag yopoostatodviog Tov Osoptiéctorov Emokonon

Amnokhoviddoc k. Zepaeip,, and T1g 6:30p.p. — 9:00p.p1. Oo axokovb)oer ) TEAEGT) TOV pVOTIPioL TOL
Evyehaiov kot petd o népog avtod 8o yohbel 1) mapaxinon g Osotoxov.

Kootvrar 6rot ot OpBodoZor Xpiotiavoi g IToANG pag v AdBovy pépog GTov E0TEPIVO, GTOV AYo Kot
TIotopikd Nad ¢ Koynjoeng g Ocotdxov. Kad’ 6in m Sidpkeia g voytag o Iepds Noog Ba peiver
avoIKTOG Kat Ba STiBeTon KaQES Kot AovKOoLpAdes.

Teraptn 15 Avyovetov 2018 - Eopi ¢ Koynjoeng g Ozotéxovn.

'OpBpog kon Ociae Aettovpyia pet’ opTokhucis, 1EpoVPYoVVToS Tov Ocogiiéctatov Emokomov
Amnorhoviados k. Zepageip, ond 8:00m.p. — 11:00m.p1.

Mertd 1o mépog G Ociog Asttovpyiog Ba yiver 1) TEPIPOPA TG 1EPAS EKOVOS TING OE0TEKO.

Ex m¢ Ekkiowetikijg Emrpomig




