
Having published a collection of personal 
narratives, or war stories, with the book, 
‘Between the Shots and the Silence: Hel-

lenes at War (World War II and Korean War) in 
2016, Sydney historian, Vasilis Vasilas, con-
tinues to discover the last of that generation 
of war veterans. While he has been recently 
gathering personal narratives from Sydney’s 
current Greek shopowners, he came across 
all sorts of stories. So, it was not a surprise 
when he interviewed the Stathakolpoulos 
family who have run George’s Takeaway in 
Padstow for over 47 years that Theodoros 
Stathakopoulos served in the Greek Army 
and was sent to Korea. Here are his experi-
ences during his national service and his tour 
of duty in Korea: 
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