located beside a lagoon providing access to the lonian
Sea, became a major resistance centre during the War
of Independence (1821-1830), being besieged three
times by the forces of the Ottoman Turkish Empire.
Aikaterine survived the first two sieges, meeting a
number of heroes of the independence movement
during her time there. The most famous one was Gor-
don Lord Byron, a regular visitor to her uncle’s home.
As recorded in her obituary in the Sydney Morning
Herald and on her tomb, Aikaterine was probably the
last living person to have met Lord Byron.

Between the second and third sieges, Aikaterine es-
caped from Mesolonghi; it is not recorded how. She is
next identified on the off-shore island of Kalamos. As
part of the lonian Islands, Kalamos was British terri-
tory, having been seized from the French during the
Napoleonic Wars. Sitting within sight of the mainland,
Kalamos was a key point for refugees fleeing the de-
struction on the mainland being wrought by the War
of Independence.

By now about 16 years old and reportedly a striking
figure, Aikaterine caught the eye of the Irish-born
Captain James Henry Crummer, ‘Commandant of the
Island of Calamos and Protector of the Greek Refu-
gees during the War of Independence against the
Turks' between 1822 and 1827, according to the Syd-
ney Morning Herald.

A veteran of the Battle of Waterloo (18 June 1815)° and
many other battles of the Napoleonic and other wars,
Crummer was a compassionate man, about twenty
years Aikaterine’s senior. How the courtship unfolded
—did Aikaterine have a knowledge of English from her
contacts with Lord Byron and other philhellene fight-
ers in Mesolonghi — remains the realm of speculation.
According to the surviving copy of their Marriage Cer-

5. Crummer’s Waterloo medal is now in the Powerhouse Museum in Sydney.

tificate, they were married in late-March 1827. It is a
truly remarkable document for many reasons, com-
pletely bilingual, with alternating lines of Hellenic and
English:

Hpeg oL unogpatvopevol lepopévaxot
We the recognized holy priests
tou KatéAikou 86ypatog niotokovoUpev
of the Catholic religion bear faithful witness
ot ouveleufapev ng yapou Kowvwviav
that we have joined in the sacrament of marriage
TEAETA EKKANGLACTIKA
according to the ecclesiastical celebration
Tov Bpetavév tév tng vivaou KaAdpou
the Englishman in the island of Calamos
Sloknthv lakwBwv Evpikov Kpouppep
residing (illegible) James Henry Crummer
™ EAAnvibt Katepivn lewpyia MAaioiot evbexopévol
autav
the Greek Catherine Georgia Plessos anticipating to
them
gpaviknv Kat agiavinv {wnv.
a loving and pure life.
éveka &€ unogalvopeda Sikaotik..
With a view to setting forth our lawful
n acpalhag unovolag n v tov
and correct meaning and of the
duoiv eyypagoig petd twv eviipwv
two signatures of the honourable
napatuxoviwy.
persons present.
a w K { ehapnBoAlwvog 5
1827 (illegible) 5th day [between 24 and 30 March]
Kahapog
Calamos




