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T
here could be no clearer proof of the 
ingrained hostility of the Nazi regime 
to civilisation founded on Christian 
values than the cold-blooded way 

in which Hitler threw himself against 
Yugoslavia and Greece on Palm Sunday. 

Added to the fact that Mussolini chose a 
Good Friday to launch an army of Black 
Shirts against small, poorly-defended 
Albania it tells the world once more that 
the two dictators of Europe are prepared to 
smash down the Cross and all that it signifies 
in order that they should impose their will 
on Europe. The writings of prominent Nazis 
for years past have glorified Adolf Hitler as 
the only god whom all good Germans should 
worship. This barbaric creed has been 
carried with fiendish savagery not only into 
the homes of Germany but into the homes of 
all countries which the Nazis have overrun. 
Nations and races must cut themselves from 
their roots. Shrines must be defiled. Murder 
and pillage must produce fear, and out or 
that fear must be born a New Order.

At this Easter all this should be present to the 
minds of Christians the world over. Never in 
history has there been such a comprehensive 
demand upon that faith which endured 
persecution and suppression in ancient days. 
Never before has barbarism been armed on 
such a scale to trample down everything that 
has come from the life that emerged from the 
Cross and the Resurrection. It is in times of 
stress like the present times in which Death 
is so spectacularly on the march, that many 
thousands of men and women renew their 
faith in the immortal power of life, and for 
that renewal bow once more before the
Cross. It is safe to say that in the countries 
which Hitler has ravished there will be many 
thousands of men and women whose faith 
will be the stronger because of the meaning 
that lies behind Easter.

Within the democracies there is a chance to 
be the big missionary agents of Life. Within 
them the Cross can be made to live as it has 
never lived before. In embattled Britain, 
men and women of all religious beliefs 
have endured the more strongly because 
of their simple faith in the final triumph 
of good. Coventry and Its little service in 
the shattered Cathedral at Christmas have 
symbolised the spirit of Britain at this time. 
Away from cathedrals and churches, there 
are many incidents of quiet sacrifices shot 
through with Christian purpose. The tasks 
that lie ahead will make new demands on 
the democracies. The demands can best be 
met if people are induced to see the real 
meaning of the New Order about which 
Hitler talks so easily and so hypocritically. 
Not merely does it mean the disappearance 

of Democracy; it means the triumph of a 
barbaric form of nationalism over every 
form of religion; it means the restriction of 
culture to the tribal myths of a special race; 
it means the heel of the dictator on every 
social relationship.

Let it be remembered with grave solemnity at 
this Easter that Hitler’s New Order involves 

the most serious menace to Christianity 
for thousands of years. At this Easter the 
life that comes from the Cross must be 
articulate in action. It must act through the 
nation. It must accept sacrifices. However 
great, as necessary to the defeat of the black 
armies of Death who respond like machines 
to a button pressed by the madman of 
Berchtesgaden.
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