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ExdnAwon yia Tv Hpépa Mvnun ¢ TevokToviag Twv Appeviwv 610 Lidve

n Kupiaxn 24 Anpidiov 2016, u-

pnBnke n 101n enérelog g levo-

Kroviag twv Appeviov oto Bopelo

Yidvei, mapouoia tpiyv Opoomov-
S1akmv Poudevtwv (John Alexander MP,
Trent Zimmerman MP, Senator Leigh
Rhiannon), névte mohtelakwv (Treasurer
Gladys Berejiklian, Courtney Houssos
MLC, Jonathan O'Dea MP, Clarke MLC,
Rev Fred Nile MLC), &0o T'evikwv [Ipo-
&vwv (EAaddoc ka1 Pwoiag), minbog n-
HOUK®V oUPBoUAwV, aVIIPOOMIWY TG
Aooupiavig, EBpaikng ka1 tng EAAnvikig
opoyévelag ka1 minfoug kéopou. Mera&u
AAwv, n «@RENNVy ONMWSG XAPAKINPIOE
TOV €aUto ¢ Ka. XoUooou SNAWOE eVR-
mov akpoatnpiov twv dvw twv 1.000
aropwy, Ot «o1 moMukés eBvokdbapong
Ka1 yevoktoviag twv OBwpavik®v Kai
Toupkik®v kuPepvnoewv eixav Ovpata
1600 avdpeoa otoug ynyevig EXAnveg ka
Aoouploug ¢ Avartodiag, 600 Kai otoug
ynyevig Appévioug.» To napwv €dwoav,
emiong, o1 Ap Ilavayidmg Aiapdving
(YevoKtohOyog Kal TIOMTEIAKOG YPAPHATE-
ag g AXEITA NNO) ka1 o k. avayio-
mG Xouvkedés (Tavapkadikog LiAroyog
NNO).

H optAia tng BouAeutou

Courtney Houssos:

Thank you for the opportunity to be here
tonight. It's a real honour this evening to be
joining with you all in commemorating the
101st anniversary of the Armenian Genocide
on behalf of the NSW Labor Opposition.

I think it is important to note that we meet

on the eve of ANZAC Day. Tomorrow, we will
remember those men and women who have
served our country, many of whom made the
ultimate sacrifice, including across the lands
of the Middle East where so many of you here
tonight hail from.

I, along with my parliamentary colleagues,
have spent much of this week commemorating
the sacrifice and loss of the innocent victims
of war - some of whom are sadly forgotten in
too many aspects of our day-to-day life.

I believe tonight is another occasion to
remember the innocent victims of war - it
is a very special occasion to remember the
particular tragedy of the genocide perpetrated
against the indigenous Armenian people of
Anatolia.

We know that as those first ANZACs
prepared to land on the shores of Gallipoli,
many of the leaders of the Armenian people
(the doctors and lawyers, the joumalists,
priests and politicians) were rounded up and

arrested by Ottoman authorities.

Under the cover of world war, they took the
opportunity to commit a genocide against an
intellectual and cultural people.

We should be as clear as the resolutions of
the NSW Parliament - these were not civilian
victims caught in the crossfire of the war that
raged around them. They were the considered
victims of a genocide which occurred while
the world'’s attention was elsewhere.

The genocide and ethnic cleansing policies of
the Ottoman and Turkish governments were
also directed towards the indigenous Greeks
and the Assyrians. I am married to a Greek,
and consider myself am a philhellenne. I
understand how important it is to recognise
plainly the atrocities committed.

In this, I should pay tribute to Dr Panayiotis
Diamadis, (who is present here this evening),
whose research plays such an important role
in the efforts to recognise these genocides for
what they were - showing how it was reported,

at the time, in the Australian media and by
many of those Anzacs serving in the armed
forces.

Indeed, the Parliament of NSW has, for 19
years, been steadfast in its recognition of
the suffering of the Armenian people. It was
Premier Bob Carr, who initiated this, unveiling
the historic memorial at the Parliament to the
Armenian genocide.

Just as Anzac Day serves as a solemn
reminder to the entire Australian community
about the tragedy of war and conflict, so is
24 April an opportunity to remember and
reflect on those dark chapters of Ammenian
history which some are too keen to forget, or
fail to recognise at all.

On behalf of the NSW Opposition Leader,
the Hon. Luke Foley MP, and all of my
parliamentary colleagues, 1 pay tribute to
the Armenian Genocide Commemorative
Committee, whose tireless work arranging
this event is to be recognised and thoroughly
commended.

I pay tribute to everyone present here
tonight for your commitment to never let the
Armenian genocide be forgotten.

Lest We Foryet

Mathens Day @ C-Side

Sunday 8t May 2016

$ 65.00 per person

On the table:

Greek Salad, Tarama, Tzatziki

Seafood Buffet:

- Fresh Oysters

» Fresh Prawns
* Fresh Crabs

* Smoked Salmon

« BBQ Octopus
« Calamari

« Fish Cocktails

» Souvlakia Lamb & Chicken

» Seafood Salad

e Oven Roasted Potatoes

* Fried Rice

110 General Holmes Drive
Cook Park Kyeemagh NSW 2216
Ph: 9567 9122
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