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MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER

GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY 2015

I am pleased to provide this message for the Greek Independence Day celebrations.

Every year, Australia’s Greek community joins compatriots around the world in
celebrating Greek Independence Day.

This event marks the start of the Greek War of Independence in 1821. It is an
opportunity to commemorate these historic events, and to celebrate the culture and
achievements of the modern Greek republic.

Australia and Greece share a long friendship. It was forged by the early migrants
arriving on our shores from the mid-1800s, and strengthened as Australians and Greeks
fought shoulder-to-shoulder in the Second World War.

Today, the friendship between our two peoples remains strong.

I pay tribute to the Greek community in Australia — one of the largest expatriate Greek
communities in the world. Across all fields of endeavour. the contributions of Greek
Australians have helped to build our modern nation.

The multicultural character of Australia is unimaginable without the life, the times and
the passion of the people who have come here from all four comers of the earth,

including from Greece.

I send my best wishes to everyone commemorating the 194™ National Day of Greece.

THE HON BILL SHORTEN MP
LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION
MEMBER FOR MARIBYRNONG

MESSAGE

GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY

On behalf of the Australian Labor Party, we extend our best wishes to
everyone celebrating Greek Independence Day.

Almost two centuries ago, the people of Greece undertook to restore
freedom and democracy to its birthplace and reclaim the legacy bestowed
by their ancestors.

As we salute this act of courage we are reminded of the timeless Hellenic
democratic ideals, which are at the heart of our national identity, and
serve to strengthen our communities and enrich our society.

It is a legacy lived by generations of Greek Australians, who have helped
write proud chapters in Australia’s history and continue to enhance the
character of our nation.

Today, as we mark the 194th anniversary of modem Greece's struggle for
independence, let us also celebrate the great friendship between our nations
and reaffirm our commitment to the enduring principles that we share.
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The Hon Tony Abbott MP Bill Shorten
Prime Minister of Australia Leader of the Opposition
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ENMORE THEATRE

118-132 Enmore Road,
Newtown

Erukowwvia: 9750 0440 n greekfestival@goc.com.au i
www.enmoretheatre.com.au
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Nna npwn ¢popd otnv Auctpalic, Tapouctaletal To opatTopLo tou Mikn

Ocodwpakn Aftov Eoti og noinon O8uocoga EAUTN, P BAOLKO EPUNVEUTH
tov BaoiAn Aékka. AleuBuivel tnv cupdwvikn Opxrotpa o George Ellis.
Me tnv xopwdia Millenium Choir kat otnv adrynon tov
EAAnvoauotpald nBomnotd Aviwvn NikoAakonoulo.
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City Recital Hall, Angel Place, Sydney
Ewowrripua: Eekvay and 569

Enikowwvia: 8256 2222 r'1 www.cityrecitalhall.com
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