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O Kdopog

TO APBPO THZ SYDNEY MORNING HERALD I'A TON BEOAQPO YKAAKO

EAAnvIKNn napwdia anodeikvuel
ot n aAnBeta eivat nio napaevn
ano tnv ¢gaviaoia

To dpBpo mou axoroubei eival tng Kate McClymont ka1 dnpooietOnke x0e¢ otn oeArida 3 g Sydney Morning
Herlad. Yag to mapouoiadoupe autouolo Kal PETaPPaOHEVO:

apeieyépevog  Bapwvog
Otou eBvotikoy Tumou Oe6-

Swpog YKAAKOG, TOU OMOi-
ou o Siknydpog mapopoiace wg
«évav amd TouG HEYAAUTEPOUS
axpeioug OAWV TWV  EMOXMDV»,
Bpioketal oe OGikaouxn Siapd-
Xn Kar mdil. O k. Yxkdikog, 80
€100V, TAAAOTEPA  XPEOKOIIN{IE-
vog, mapouoldotnke oto Central
Local Court (Kevipiké Tomiko
Alkaotmplo) v Iponyoupevi
eBdopdda avuperwmifoviag xa-
yopieg yia emif@eon kai omo-
Katoxn petd amd ameln tou pe
yepdro dikavo mpog udpauviikd o
0T10i0G TIPOCEYYI0E TOV K. YKAAKO
Y1a XpwOTOUpEVa art6 USPAUAIKEG
EIMOKEVEG TIOU TOU €iXe EKTTANP®-
ogl. Xug 19 AskepPpiou o T¢pg
Xaodrng (James Hasapis), 24
etwv, Bpébnke oto Krip1o TOU K.
Yxaixou emi tng Ricketty Street,
Mascot, (nuwvtag va HIAnoel pe
ToV 1810 OXETKA pE T0 TO0O TWV
$23.500 mou 10xUpiletal nwg Tou
o@eilel 0 K. IKAAKOG.

O k. Xaodmng Sniwoe omnv
aotuvopia mwg odnynbnke oto
ypageio tou K. YXKAAKOU OTOUG
€IGVw 0pdPOUG OTIOU O K. XKAA-
KOG TOoU {1TNoE va TOV OUYXWpPE-
o€l y1a Aiyo. O 18106 unéBeoe iwg
MNyalve va QEPEL TO PIAOK TV
ENMITAYWV TOU, OPWS avt'autou o
€k86TNG ToU «EAANVIKOU Knpuka»
enéotpePe pe Sikavn kapapmiva
v oroia, katd tov K. Xaodmn,
YEH10€ TIpIV TNV OTPEYEL TIPOG TO
Bépog tou. O K. Xaodnng Katépu-
Ye omv actuvopia, o1rou apydte-
pa ouvélaPe tov K. IKAAKO 1€ TIG
Katnyopieg mpog emiBeon kai my
aduvapia ao@alot amofnkeu-
ong €vog Omlou turou Laurona,
12 @uotyyiwv S1ming xkdvng. Emi-
ong kamnyopeital mwg Sev eixe
EYKEKPIPEVO XMPO YA TNV AIIO-
Onkevon peyding moooINTAG TIU-
POLAXIKWV.

Kabwg ta axouotukd Bapuko-
ia¢ tou K. XKAAKou ouvéxi{av
va dnpioupyolv Suokolieg oto
nxnukd ovomnpa g JiKkaoti-

kng aiBouvoag, o ouvnyopog tou,
Archie Hallas, eine otov dikaotm
Peter Miszalski nwg n actuvopia
«avaBewpouoe» (emavegérale) ug
Katnyopieg.

I'vwotdg xal pe 1o Peudwvupo
«Z€I0POG» O K. LKAAKOG AGYV TOU
Bpoviepot xapakmpa tou, eivai
pia yvwotm kar xatd moAs apgi-
Aeyopevn Quoloyvwpia oty €l-
Anvikn mapoikia. To 2004, eixe
Onloe1 XpeOKOITia HE OPELAEG
Uyoug 25 exatoppupiov dolia-
piwv. XT0UG OPEINETEG OUTIEPI-
AapBdvovtal kai to tpnpa Ego-
piag g Auotpariag (Australian
Tax Office) ka1 em@pavn péin tng
€AANVIKNG KOIVOTNTaG ta oroid
ka1 eixav kepdioel SIKAOTIKEG
unoBéoelg mpog Suogpnpion pe
onpavtkd mooda armo{npimoewy.

Av ka1 o K. Xxdikog amolnpim-
oe tov emxelpnpatia Josef Assaf
pe to moo6 v $150.000 yia
Sduognpion, dev tov anmolnpinoe
e 10 1006 TV $941.000 vopikd
rootog map’ 6t Oa émpene. O K.

Assaf gixe exxivnoel 1g d1adika-
0l€g IXeUoN .

O mpdedbpog ka1 10 Sieubuviég
ou 1mo8oo®aipikol curddyou
Canterbury Marrickville Olympic
eixav eniong xepdioel mv amoln-
piwon Uyoug $685.000 amd tov
K. XKAAKO, OU mOté Oev €l10é-
npaav. Xtov Sikny6po k. Xdijiov
Kwvotaviividn 6gelke 10 10006
v $900.000 karémyv pnvuong
¢ omoiag katéBeoe o K. Kkwv-
otavuviéng évavil tou K. YKAA-
KOU Kal g epnpepidag tou. Agv
1a e10émpage emiong.

Méoa ota dropa ta omoia eixav
epmAakei og mEPUTIOOELG SuoPn-
piong amd tov K. YXxkdiko Atav
ka1 pia Tevikn TIp6&evog g EA-
Aa8ag, n onoia eixe katnyopnOei
armo Tov K. IKAAKO 611 mapapéin-
o€ 11§ SIMA@PATIKEG TNG UTIOXPEW-
oe1g, Soudetioviag wg odnyog tagi
Karomyv Siatayng tou Kaivoupilou
g ayannuxou.

Axépn évag ntav o Apxiemi-
oxorto¢ G ElAnvikng OpB6-

60§ng ExxkAnoiag omv Auotpa-
Aia, o omoiog eixe rkarnyopnOei
81a péow g epnpepidag tou K.
YKAAKOU yia «avnfikn oupre-
pLPOPA» KAl TOU odNynoe o€
oupPifaopols kalr  AMANP®IES
amodnpiwoelG. O K. YKAAKOG €ixe
emiong pnvuBei ka1 a6 tov Kata
Heyddo xpoviké Sidotnpa Sikn-
y6épo tou Stuart Littlemore, QC,
yia oQe1lég Tou emepvouoav ta
$300,000. O . Littlemore tov
TIAPOHOoIaoE WG «Evav amod Toug
HeyaAUTepoUG axpeioug OAWV TV
ETIOXWV».

[ap’6da autd, Sev umnp&av
povov xapéveg dikeg. To 2003, o
K. XKAAKoG Katdpepe va repSioel
TOUG 10XUP10}100G Y1a 0e§0UualKn
emiBeon petd and amoppIPn IV
KATNyop1®Vv amd tov d1kaoti. Xu-
YReRp1péva, eixe xatmyopnbei du
nipoonidOnoe va emPinbei oe§ou-
alika emi35xpovng unmaliniou
tou. H tedeutaia vopixn umm6feon
T0U K. Xraikou Ba enavédBel ota
S1kaompia oug 26 Maprtiou.

Greek farce is proof that truth is stranger than fiction

Kate McClymont

THE controversial ethnic press
baron Theo Skalkos, whose barris-
ter described him as “one of the
greatest scoundrels of all time”, isin
strife again.

Mr Skalkos, 80, a former bank-
rupt, appeared in Central Local
Courtlast week facing assault and
firearm charges afterheallegedly
pointed aloaded double-barrel
shotgun ataplumber who was
chasing Mr Skalkos for unpaid
plumbingwork.

OnDecember 19, James Hasapis,
24, went to Mr Skalkos's premises
in Ricketty Street, Mascot,
wanting to speak to Mr Skalkos
aboutthe $23,500 he claims Mr
Skalkos owes him.

Mr Hasapis told police he was
shown to Mr Skalkos's upstairs
office. When Mr Skalkos excused
himselffor amoment, Mr Hasapis
said he thought he was goingto get
his cheque book. Instead the pub-
lisher of The Greek Herald allegedly
returned with a shotgun, which Mr
Hasapis alleges he proceeded to
load before pointingitat him.

Mr Hasapis went to the police,
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who later arrested Mr Skalkos and
charged him with assault and fail-
ure to safely storeaLaurona 12
gauge double-barrel shotgun. He
was also charged with not having
approved storage for alarge
amount of ammunition.

As Mr Skalkos's hearing aids con-
tinued to cause interference with the
court’s audio system, his barrister,
Archie Hallas, told the magistrate
Peter Miszalski that the charges were
being “re-considered” by police.

Nicknamed “Earthquake”, dueto
his thunderous personal style, Mr
Skalkoshaslongbeen a controver-
sial figure within the Greek com-
munity. In 2004, he was bankrupted
with debts of $25 million. Creditors
included the Australian Tax Office
and prominent members of the
Greek community whohad won
substantial defamation payouts
from Mr Skalkos.

While Mr Skalkos paid business-
man Josef Assaf $150,000 for defam-
ing him, he did not pay Mr Assaf’s
$941,000 legal bill despite being
ordered to do so. Mr Assafinitiated
bankruptcy proceedings.

The presidentand 10 directors of
Canterbury Marrickville Olympic

soccer club also won a $685,000
payout from Mr Skalkos, which was
not paid. Lawyer Simon Kon-
stantinidis was owed in excess of
$900,000 after suing Mr Skalkos and
his paper. He also was not paid.

Other people embroiledin
defamation stoushes with Mr
Skalkos include a former consul-
general of Greece, who was accused
of neglecting her diplomatic duties
byworking as a taxi driver at the
behest of her newlover.

Then there was the Greek Ortho-
dox Archbishop of Australiawho
was accused of “immoral beha-
viour” in Mr Skalkos's paper, result-
ingin settlements with undisclosed
payments. Mr Skalkos was also sued
by his longtime barrister Stuart Litt-
lemore, QC, over $300,000 in unpaid
fees. Mr Littlemore later described
his former client as “one of the
greatest scoundrels of all times”,

However, ithasn't all beenlosses.
In 2003 Mr Skalkos succeeded in hav-
ingasexual assault claim against him
dismissed by a magistrate, Hehad
been accused of trying to force him-
selfupon a 35-year-old employee.

Mr Skalkos's latestlegal stoush
will return to court on March 26.

Tardy ... Theo Skalkos after a court appearance last week. His former barrister
described him as “one of the greatest scoundrels of all time". Photo: Ben Rushton






