
Ï Êüóìïò 25TUESDAY 10 MAY 2011NEWS IN ENGLISH

Museum unveils 1100
names on migrant 
‘Welcome Wall’

Around 2,500 people are expected to attend a
special ceremony at the Australian National
Maritime Museum to watch celebrity chef Luke
Nguyen reveal 1100 new names on the muse-
um’s migrant Welcome Wall on Sunday 22 May
2011. The Welcome Wall stands in honour of
all those who have migrated from countries
around the world to live in this country.

Today’s Australians are invited to inscribe
the names of migrant family members and
friends on the wall as a personal tribute. 

This month’s unveiling marks the 25th cere-
mony at the museum.  Nguyen will also reflect
on his own migrant experience settling in Aus-
tralia from Vietnam. He will be followed by two
speakers who have added a name on the wall
and who will also share their own migrant story.

The ceremony will feature entertainment
from the Sydney University Graduate Choir
and Kush Cabaret, stilt performers who play
Eastern European gypsy music.

There are more than 23,000 names on the
wall already, and the number continues to grow
every year. When someone places a name on
the wall, he or she is invited to contribute a
brief (50-word) story about the friend or family
member being honoured… where they came
from, when they arrived and why they came.

Only the name appears in bronze on the wall;
the brief biographical note is available for all to
read on a monitor at the Australian National
Maritime Museum and on the internet at
www.anmm.gov.au/ww.

The National Maritime Museum considers
the arrival of waves of migrants on these shores
to be one of the major themes in Australia’s
maritime history.  It has built the Welcome
Wall on its northern boundary, facing Darling
Harbour and Pyrmont Bay where many new
settlers arrived. 

The 100-metre wall, 2.8 metres tall, has space
for some 30,000 names.  

Of the 23,819 names presently on the wall,
6656 represent migrants from England,  2928
from Italy,  1529 from The Netherlands, 1419
from Germany, 1188 from Ireland, 1353 from
Scotland, and 857 from Greece.  In all, more
than 150 countries are represented.

For further information on the Welcome
Wall, or to register a name, phone (02) 9298
3667, or visit www.anmm.gov.au/ww. 

I
mportant capital works are underway around
Burwood with the second phase of the Queen
Street project in full swing. Recently parking

spaces, footpaths and new kerb and gutter works
were completed on Queen Street from the corners
of Webb Street to Acton Street. Now kerb and gut-
ter and footpath works are underway from Chel-
tenham Road to Webb Street. 

Burwood Mayor John Faker said Council has em-
barked on an extensive capital works program that
will create a safer area for pedestrians and traffic. 

“I consider it extremely important to fix the roads
and footpaths around our community not only to
increase safety, but to also improve the look of our
area,” he said.

Upcoming works:
☛ Railway Crescent at Mount Pleasant –

Drainage upgrade 
☛ Burwood Road from Appian Way to Ethel

Street - Kerb and gutter maintenance 
☛ Burwood Road  cnr George Street – Road

restoration 
☛ George Street from Burwood Road to John

Street – Kerb and gutter, footpath and road re-
sheeting works 

☛ George St from John St to Park Rd - Road
restoration works 

☛ Park Rd from George St to Victoria St – Kerb
and gutter, footpath and road re-sheeting works 

☛ Hextol Street from Burwood Rd to Trelawney

Ave - final stage of the street tree removal and re-
placement program and associated footpath main-
tenance works.

Burwood Mayor John Faker inspects the second
phase of the works on Queen Street.

Better roads and footpaths for Burwood

F
ederal member for Grayn-
dler Anthony Albanese has
today welcomed the Prime

Minister’s announcement of major
increases in payments for families
if their teenage children stay on
longer at school.

The upcoming budget will deliver
an increase in Family Tax Benefit
(FTB) Part A for 16-19 year olds
with families receiving up to an ad-
ditional $4,200 a year for each eli-
gible teenager that stays in school.

“This increase in the Family Tax
Benefit will be a financial boost for
thousands of inner west families
and will act as an incentive for
more teenagers to complete their
HSC” Mr Albanese said. 

“A great chance in life starts with
a great education, which is why it is
so important that teenagers stay at
school and finish their secondary e-
ducation.

“This will deliver on a key
Gillard Labor Government elec-
tion commitment that will be good
for families and good for skills in
the economy in the future” Mr Al-
banese said. 

Increase in Family Tax
Benefit - Facts

☛ The families of around
650,000 children turning 16 over
the next five years will be eligible
for the substantial cash increases if
their teenager continues learning.

☛ From 1 January next year,
the new maximum rate of FTB
Part A for 16-19 year olds will in-
crease by around $160 per fort-
night - an increase of around
$4,200 per year

☛ This will align with the 13-
15 year old rate and ensure assis-
tance for families does not drop
when children turn 16. 

Volunteers make 
essential contributions

to the health of our
society – they are

Community in Action
9 – 15th May 2011 is National

Volunteer Week and Father Chris
Riley, CEO and Founder, Youth
Off The Streets has taken the op-
portunity to reflect on the impor-
tance of volunteers and the essen-
tial contribution they make to the
health of our society as a whole.

Most charity and community
organisations rely heavily on vol-
unteers to maximise their service
delivery and Father Riley’s chari-
ty, Youth Off The Streets, which
he set up 20 years ago to assist
homeless and disadvantaged y-
outh, is no exception. 

“We are currently celebrating
20 years of service to young peo-
ple through Youth Off The
Streets,” said Father Riley, “and
looking back, volunteers have
been an integral component in
every one of our programs.  We
have come to rely on the generos-
ity of Australians and to take
great hope from their belief in
our young people.” He contin-
ued. At Youth Off The Streets,
volunteers perform many roles
that enable the organisation to fo-
cus its resources on service provi-
sion.  Volunteers mentor young
people to help them achieve their
life goals, they entirely run the
food van service that deliver up to
70 meals a night to homeless y-
oung people in Sydney, they are
involved in schools teaching stu-
dents history and home econom-
ics, they assist with fundraising –
there is a cake stall in the South-
ern Highlands every weekend and
volunteers operate Youth Off
The Streets Opportunity Shops
throughout NSW, volunteers
cook barbeques and organise ac-
tivities for young people in all Y-
outh Off The Streets early inter-
vention and outreach programs. 

Big win for families with teenagers 


