
Ï Êüóìïò24 WEDNESDAY 20 APRIL 2011 NEWS IN ENGLISH

9292

Police Commissioner 
welcomes lowest 
crime rates in 20 years

Police Commissioner, Andrew Scipione,
has welcomed the latest Bureau of Crime
Statistics figures that indicate major cate-
gories of crime are at their lowest rate for
20 years.

Comparing 10 main crime categories
from 1990 to 2010, BOCSAR has found
the murder rate has halved while robbery
with a firearm has fallen 66 per cent.

In other trends, 
✓ Motor vehicle theft is down 70 per cent
✓ Break and enters (non-dwelling) is

down 62 per cent
✓ Break and enters (dwelling) is down 43

per cent
✓ Robbery with a weapon (not firearm)

is down 23 per cent
✓ Robbery without a weapon is down by

five per cent
Commissioner Scipione said it was very

pleasing to see such dramatic reductions,
particularly in relation to violent crime.

“It is great to see police making such great
inroads in relation to serious crime,” Mr S-
cipione said, “These figures indicate our
crime strategies are working, but there is al-
ways a need to stay one step ahead of the
criminal element.” The Commissioner iden-
tified sexual assaults as one of the crime cat-
egories police will continue to target. “This
is a terrible crime, most often perpetrated
behind closed doors in homes by people
known to the victims. “I think we are notic-
ing a change with more victims willing to
come forward and we need to reassure peo-
ple that they will be safer reporting such
crimes to police.” The Commissioner also
pointed out that a firm police approach to
alcohol-related crime appears to be reaping
dividends. “There has been a 14 per cent re-
duction in assaults in New South Wales in
the past two years. “I believe stringent alco-
hol-licensing conditions are having a posi-
tive effect,” the Commissioner said, “The
number of assaults in licensed premises fell
by 11 per cent in the 12 months to July 2010.

“There was a 27 per cent reduction in
‘glassings’ in licensed premises during the
same period.“In the last 24 months, assaults
reported in clubs, restaurants and nightclubs
are also down, by almost 17 per cent. “This
suggests the police message about personal
responsibility is starting to get through,” Mr
Scipione added. He warned the police crack-
downs on alcohol-related crime and anti-so-
cial behaviour will continue. “We will be
staging Operation Unite again next month,
targeting alcohol-related violence across the
entire state.” The Bureau of Crime Statistics
and Research has also released more figures
indicating that in the 24 months to December
2010, all major categories of crime in New
South Wales are either stable or falling.

They include:
✓ Robbery with a weapon not a firearm:

down 11 per cent
✓ Robbery without a weapon: down 6.9

per cent
✓ Break and enter (non-dwelling): down

11.4 per cent
✓ Steal from person: down 10.6 per cent
✓ Malicious damage to property: down

10.1 per cent
✓ Motor vehicle theft: down 9.3 per cent
✓ Steal from motor vehicle: down 4.8 per cent

“What is most pleasing is that the two
weapons offences of ‘unlawfully discharge
firearm’ and ‘discharge firearm into prem-
ises’ are both stable,” Mr Scipione said,
“However one incident of gun crime is one
too many and we won’t stop working to rid
the streets of illegal firearms.

“Police are also targeting theft from re-
tail stores, service station drive-offs and
break and enter offences. “The rise in
stealing offences in some areas of the state
might indicate tougher economic times but
that does not give anyone the right to re-
sort to theft. “Police are taking the initia-
tive in relation to these crimes, working in
conjunction with retailers through crime
prevention strategies, business forums and
the formation of the Organised Retail
Theft Targeting Committee.

“The State Crime Command’s Property
Crime and Fraud Squads are leading the
fight against theft, along with Region En-
forcement Squads and Local Area Com-
mands through their dedicated Anti-Theft
Units and Target Action Groups,” the
Commissioner said.

Police investigate arson
attack on tattoo parlour

Police are conducting inquiries after a tat-
too parlour was set alight at Chippendale, in
Sydney, this morning. About 3:05am, police
believe a number of offenders broke into the
Wellington Street complex and entered the
parlour using a sledgehammer. It is alleged
an accelerant was thrown into areas of the
parlour which were set alight. Internal sprin-
klers in the building were activated and ex-
tinguished the separate fires. The offenders
fled the scene with one male seen running
from the building. He is described as wear-
ing a yellow hooded jumper. Police from
Redfern Local Area Command and Fire and
Rescue NSW personnel attended a short
time later. A crime scene was established
and examined by forensics specialists. Red-
fern detectives are now appealing for public
help as they attempt to identify and locate
the offenders. Anyone who witnessed the in-
cident or any suspicious activity in the vicini-
ty of the Wellington Street business is urged
to contact Redfern Police via Crime Stop-
pers on 1800 333 000. 

Teenagers charged over
alleged armed robbery 
of pizza delivery man

Three men will appear in court today charged
over an alleged armed robbery of a pizza deliv-
ery man in Sydney’s west last week. About
10.35pm on Wednesday 13 April, a 27-year-old
pizza delivery man was allegedly threatened
with a knife by two men while making a delivery
to Burford Street, Merrylands. It is alleged the
men held the knife to the 27-year-old’s neck be-
fore demanding cash and his mobile phone. The
men also took the pizza before fleeing the scene.
Detectives attached to Holroyd Local Area
Command have been investigating the incident.
About 10am yesterday, police executed a
search warrant at a house on Clarence Street,
Merrylands, and arrested an 18-year-old
man. He was taken to Merrylands Police Sta-
tion where he was charged with robbery
whilst armed with an offensive weapon. Two
men later attended Merrylands Police Sta-
tion and spoke with detectives.
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