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Barricaded man surrenders 
to police 

Police spent more than seven hours ne-
gotiating with a man who had barricaded
himself inside his home yesterday.

About 3pm police were called to a home
in Mitchell Street in Moree after concerns
were expressed for the welfare of a man at
the premises. Police attended the address
and found that a 29-year-old man had
armed and barricaded himself inside the
home. 

Police established a perimeter around
the premises, and specialist police were
called in to assist.

About 11.30pm he gave himself up to po-
lice and was taken to Moree Police Station.

No persons were injured during the inci-
dent. The local man was subsequently
charged with Armed with intent to commit
indictable offence and Assault police offi-
cer in execution of duty without actual
bodily harm. He has been refused bail to
appear before Moree Local Court this
morning. 

Women charged after robbery 
Two women will face court after a store

attendant was locked in a storeroom dur-
ing a robbery at an inner west clothing s-
tore yesterday (Tuesday 12 April).

About 11.40am, a female attendant at a
King Street clothing store in Newtown
walked into a storeroom when the door
was pulled shut from the outside.

Police were told one woman allegedly
held the door shut while another took
money from the cash register, before both
ran from the store.

Officers arrived a short time later and es-
tablished a crime scene.

Following inquiries by Newtown Local
Area Command’s Proactive Crime Team,
police attended a home at Illawarra Road,
Allawah, and arrested two women.

A search warrant was conducted with po-
lice seizing a number of items.

Two women, aged 23 and 28, have been
charged with larceny and take/detain per-
son in company with intent to obtain ad-
vantage (kidnap).

They were refused bail to face Kogarah
Local Court later today.

Suspicious house fire 
Police are appealing for public assistance

after a suspicious house fire in the Hunter
region last night (Tuesday 12 April).

About 6.20pm, numerous neighbours
and motorists contacted Triple Zero to re-
port a house alight at Edgeworth Street,
Cessnock.

Emergency services arrived to find the s-
ingle-storey fibro home well alight. It took
25 minutes to extinguish. There was no-one
home at the time of the blaze.

Initial investigations suggest that entry to
the home had been forced and the fire had
been deliberately lit. Further forensic ex-
amination will take place today.

Police now want to hear from anyone
who noticed suspicious activity in the area
last night or has information about the in-
cident. 

Any person who can assist police should
contact Central Hunter detectives via
Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000.

Woman arrested after elderly
targeted 

Police investigating the robbery of a 64-
year-old man in the Lake Illawarra last
month and the attempted robbery of a 70-
year-old woman on the weekend have
made an arrest.

On 23 March, a 64-year-old man was
walking near the intersection of George
Street and Shellharbour Road, Warilla,
when a woman allegedly pushed him in the
chest. The man fell to the ground and the
woman allegedly took his wallet.

On Sunday morning (10 April), a 70-
year-old woman was walking on Hall Lane,
Warilla, when a younger woman allegedly
grabbed her handbag and pushed her to
the ground. The younger woman then took
a wallet from the handbag and ran from
the scene but was chased by a 45-year-old
man who managed to retrieve the wallet
and return it to the older woman.

During both incidents, the victims suf-
fered cuts and bruises.

Detectives have also been investigating
the theft of grocery items from a Warra-
wong supermarket on 9 April.

Following extensive inquiries, police at-
tended a home in George Street, Warilla,
last night where they arrested a 37-year-old
woman. She was taken to Lake Illawarra
Police Station and charged with robbery,
larceny and breach of bail offences.

She was refused bail to face Wollongong
Local Court later today.

Exercise "Capricorn" 
More than 200 police, emergency servic-

es and Sydney Airport personnel have tak-
en part in yesterday’s Exercise Capricorn, a
Local Emergency Management Committee
exercise designed to test a multi agency re-
sponse to an off airport aircraft accident.

Exercise ‘Capricorn’ is being conducted
to test a multi-agency response to an off
airport aircraft crash at Tempe. The exer-
cise scenario involved the testing of a local
level multi-agency response, site control
and hazmat response to a plane crash. A
number of volunteers have moulaged and
played the role of crash victims. 

This exercise involved the NSW Police
Force, NSW Fire and Rescue, Ambulance
Service of NSW, NSW Health, Australian
Transport Safety Bureau, the Australian
Federal Police, Sydney Airports Corpora-
tion Limited, Marrickville Council, Rex
Regional Express Airlines and Airservices
Australia, and was conducted at Tempe,
bordering the Sydney Airport.

The Minister for Police &amp; Emer-
gency Services, the Hon. Michael Gallach-
er MLC said the exercise is a valuable op-
portunity to test the response of a range of
agencies to an emergency we all hope nev-
er happens. “Our emergency management
arrangements are robust and have been
well tested over the years whether it be
floods, bushfires or aviation accidents.”

“However we must be prepared, and the
public must have confidence in our ability,
planning and preparation for this sort of an
emergency” the Minister said.

Deputy Commissioner David Owens, the
State Emergency Operations Controller,
said that the exercise has been months in
planning.
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