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T
he Lord Mayor of Parra-
matta, Cr John Chedid,
is calling on residents,

community groups and busi-
nesses to come along to
Community Pride Day on
Saturday 9 April at Rosella
Park, Harris Park, from
8.45am – 12pm to celebrate
their pride in our City and help
put rubbish away for good.

Community Pride Day was initi-
ated by Cr Chedid to offer residents an
opportunity to learn about how they can
work together to prevent illegal dumping,
while having fun at a community event.

Volunteers will be guided by Council staff
through dumping hot-spots throughout the
City. Following the clean up, volunteers will
enjoy live entertainment and family fun in-
cluding face painting and an animal petting
zoo and learn more about Council’s waste
collection services.

Attendees will also be able to participate
in or watch a backyard cricket match hosted
by Sanjiv Dubey, President of the New Aus-
tralian Sports Association.

“Community Pride Day is about residents
coming together to celebrate our City and
spread an important message that residents
in Parramatta won’t tolerate our City being
dumped on,” said Cr Chedid.

“It has been more than a year since Coun-
cil commenced its clean up campaign. In the
past six months alone, Council has saved n-
early $100,000 in tipping fees as more resi-
dents understand the importance of proper
waste management.

“Illegal dumping costs the community in
excess of $800,000 a year and it is vital that
we continue to educate our local residents
and businesses on how to deal with the mat-
ter,” he said.

“It’s illegal to dump rubbish in community

areas such as streets, nature strips,
footpath, reserves, parks, car

parks and waterways,” Cr Che-
did warned. “Illegal dumping
can incur fines from $750 up
to $250,000.

“It’s a health hazard and
has a huge negative impact on

the environment, not to men-
tion making our City look

messy.
“Community Pride Day is just one

example of Council’s ongoing commit-
ment to the cleanliness of its City and pro-
vides an opportunity to educate people
about clean-city living and illegal dumping
hot-spots.

“I encourage residents to come along to
Community Pride Day to enjoy a fun day
out with the community and find out about
the correct disposal of rubbish,” said Cr
Chedid. To help spread the illegal dumping
message even further, Laith Jamal, the 12
year old Parramatta resident renowned as
the City’s ‘Clean-up Crusader’, will be ad-
dressing the crowd with his views on keep-
ing our City clean.

“We, the children of Parramatta, have a
job to educate all our parents about illegal
dumping so that they are good role models,”
said Laith. “We all have a right to be lift our
head up with pride about our neighbour-
hood, not look down at the dumping.“

As a thank you to those who participate in
Community Pride Day, a free barbeque
lunch will be on offer and volunteers will re-
ceive a free pack with free sporting tickets,
vouchers and goodies.

For more information about Community
Pride Day, contact Council on 9806 5669.

For more information about the correct
disposal of rubbish, go to Council’s website
at www.parracity.nsw.gov.au and go to
LIVE > Waste and Recycling.

Time to show our pride and
put rubbish away for good

T
he Migration Insti-
tute of Australia
(MIA) has called for

the Department of Immigra-
tion to step up its efforts to
weed out illegal operators
after the Age Newspaper re-
vealed yesterday that an al-
leged sex racket had been
uncovered targeting over-
seas students and others.

The allegations reported
in a series of investigative
articles by the Age, involv-
ing sex rackets and possible
slavery, is deplorable behav-
iour and needs full investi-
gation by the Federal police. 

“Investigation and legal
prosecution is the Depart-
ment of Immigration?s do-
main and migration profes-
sionals want to see that
power used to vigorously
pursue law breakers includ-
ing any migration agents

who are involved.” “The Mi-
gration Institute is most
concerned that the behav-
iour of a few scoundrels tar-
nishes the whole profession.

Those thousands of true
Professional Registered
gents who abide by the law
and provide invaluable serv-
ice to their clients are
lumped in with “a few rot-
ten apples in the barrel?.”
CEO Maurene Horder said.

“Whether these people
are unregistered, agents?, or
indeed registered agents, the
profession wants them
weeded out and the respon-
sible Authorities to take im-
mediate action”. 

“If any registered agent is
reported to Government
they should act immediately
through the Office of the
Migration Agents Registra-
tion Authority (MARA) to

have any breach of the Code
of Conduct appropriately
sanctioned. Similarly, the
Department of immigration
and Citizenship is responsi-
ble for enforcing breaches of
the Migration Act. 

So, it really is vital that the
Department step up and im-
plement its authority more
broadly to get rid of these
rogue operators and crimi-
nals.” If any member of the
MIA is caught up in such be-
haviour they will be expelled
by us. 

About MIA - The Migra-
tion Institute of Australia is
the professional association
for Australian migration
service providers world-
wide. It represents over
2,000 registered migration
agents who provide services
to families, businesses and
industries.

Profession Calls for Stronger Crack Down


