
Ï Êüóìïò 25TUESDAY 8 MARCH 2011NEWS IN ENGLISH

Premier Keneally supports 
the ESTIA FOUNDATION

N
SW Premier Kristina Keneal-
ly today joined His Eminence
Archbishop Stylianos at the

ESTIA Foundation’s Fundraising Din-
ner - reaffirming the NSW Govern-
ment’s support for ESTIA and praising
the service for its excellent work help-
ing young people with disabilities.

“ESTIA is a non-profit organisation
of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese
of Australia and performs fantastic
work providing respite care around
the clock for young adults with disabil-
ities and their families,” Premier Ke-
neally said.

“Respite houses at Gladesville and
Roselands help more than 100 fami-
lies from all cultural backgrounds

across the Sydney area with much
needed respite services and support
networks.

“I congratulate the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of Australia on their out-
standing philanthropic service and all
the volunteers and families who con-
tribute to its success. 

In October, the NSW Government
was proud to provide ESTIA with a
$25,000 grant for a new hydrotherapy
bath for clients with cerebral palsy.

The hydrotherapy bath offers a daily
form of exercise that clients would
otherwise be unable to undertake
without risking serious injury. 

“For many families, programs run by
groups such as ESTIA provide more

than just respite care; they provide in-
valuable friendships and support sys-
tems,” Premier Keneally said.

T
aking control of the family
budget would have been a
common New Year’s resolu-

tion for many Australians, and this
year there is plenty of support avail-
able to make the goal a reality.

The Child Support Agency (CSA)
and the Australian Financial Coun-
selling and Credit Reform Associa-
tion (AFCCRA) have joined forces
to offer coordinated support to sepa-
rated parents to help them success-
fully manage their finances. 

Today Hank Jongen from the Hu-
man Services Portfolio and Fiona
Guthrie from AFCCRA announced
a new factsheet, Are you experienc-
ing financial hardship after separa-
tion?, has been developed to link
people with support agencies that
can help them in difficult times. 

“It’s during the early months of the
New Year that some people really
begin to feel the effects of all the
spending we do at Christmas and the
costs of kids going back to school. It’s
important that parents know there is
help available,” Mr Jongen said. 

“This new factsheet is really useful
as it connects our customers to finan-
cial counsellors, CSA support servic-
es and materials, and other organisa-
tions separated parents may find use-
ful – such as legal aid.” 

The CSA’s partnership with AFC-
CRA is resulting in real benefits for
people. “We’ve had a lot of positive
feedback from clients who have been
directed to a financial counsellor
from the Child Support Agency,”
said Ms Guthrie. “Financial counsel-
lors are a good starting point to help
separated parents get back on top of
their financial situation. We can help
people prioritise bills and negotiate
workable payment arrangements
with creditors. We give people infor-
mation and support and help them
understand their options.

“This factsheet is great and will
make it easier for everyone to find
services that can help them.”

The new factsheet can be down-
loaded from www.csa.gov.au or
www.afccra.org/forconsumers.htm

The Thalassaemia Society of NSW has
today welcomed Premier Kristina Ke-
neally’s announcement of $31.5 million
to build a new Blood Disorder Centre
at Prince of Wales Hospital. This Cen-
tre will provide world class treatment
for life long sufferers of Thalassaemia,
and other blood disorder diseases.
“This is a great initiative and one that
we have been campaigning for, for a
long time.” Mrs Nancy Lucich, Co-ordi-

nator of the Thalassaemia Centre said
today.
“These types of facilities exist overseas
and in other States and now NSW has
one too.” This is a great relief for Tha-
lassaemia patients across NSW who re-
ly on life saving treatment to ensure
they live normal, healthy lives.
“This new Centre is a big step in en-
suring that we get world class, one-
stop treatment facility, where we can

receive the attention of specialised
doctors while we get treatment. “I
want to thank everyone who made this
possible. For a long time we have been
trying to get his Blood Disorder Cen-
tre up and running.”
“With good quality treatment, sufferers
of Thalassaemia are able to lead normal
lives. Professor Linderman Stated.“For
many patients the Prince of Whales has
been a second home to them. It gives us

great joy to see this Centre becoming a
reality that will reduce the hassles of
travel and treatment.” “This state of the
art Comprehensive Cancer and Blood
Disorder Centre will bring together
clinical and support services to help pa-
tients through their treatment. “The
centre will also enhance operational ef-
ficiency and provide a one stop shop for
patients - reducing travel time between
vital services.”

Linking 
separated 
parents 

with financial
support

New Treatment Centre for Thalassaemia Patients

P
remier Kristina Ke-
neally  announced
the NSW Govern-

ment will provide $31.5 mil-
lion for the construction of
a new $47 million Compre-
hensive Cancer and Blood
Disorder Centre at Prince
of Wales Hospital.

Local fundraisers have
raised an additional $15
million for the centre and
CanTeen has provided
$712,000 funding.

The centre will provide
services for up to 30,000 pa-
tients each year and will
help meet the anticipated
38 per cent increase in de-
mand for cancer services at
Prince of Wales Hospital by
2021.

The centre will bring am-
bulatory, outpatient and ra-
diotherapy services current-
ly across eight sites on the
hospital campus into one
centralised new building.

Construction is anticipat-
ed to begin in mid 2012 and
will support approximately
185 jobs.

“Based on current trends,
more than 39,000 people

will be told they have cancer
in 2011,” Ms Keneally said.

“This state of the art
Comprehensive Cancer
and Blood Disorder Centre
will bring together clinical
and support services to
help patients through their
treatment.

“The centre will also link
with the Lowy Research
Centre at the University of
New South Wales to ensure
new cancer treatments and
expertise is fast tracked to
patients.”

The Comprehensive Can-
cer and Blood Disorder
Centre will include:

• Adolescent radiotherapy;
• Allied health services;
• Breast cancer services;
• Cancer genetic services;
• Cancer outreach 

services;
• Cancer registry;
• Clinical trials;
• Diagnostic imaging;
• Gynaecological oncology;
• Haematology;
• Integrated ambulatory 

services;
• Medical oncology 

services;

• Palliative care services;
• Pathology services;
• Patient and carer support;
• Pharmaceutical services;
• Radiation oncology 

services; and
• Surgical cancer services.

Member for Maroubra,
Michael Daley said: “Last
year, Prince of Wales Hos-
pital treated over 3000 new
cancer patients, providing
4,680 in-patient separations
and more than 50,000 out-
patient services.”

“I have been pushing for
integrated cancer and blood
disorder services for the re-
gion and I am delighted this
new centre will be located at
Prince of Wales Hospital
for local families.

“This $31.5 million in-
vestment by the NSW Gov-
ernment will ensure Prince
of Wales Hospital can con-
tinue its cutting edge work
and provide a full range of
cancer care services from
the single state-of-the-art
location.

“The centre will also en-
hance operational efficiency

and provide a one stop shop
for patients - reducing travel
time between vital services.”

Member for Coogee, Paul
Pearce said: “Integrating
cancer and blood disorder
services from eight loca-
tions on the Prince of
Wales campus into one
comprehensive centre will
make life easier for patients
and their families.”

“Prince of Wales Hospital
plays a major role in NSW
delivering cancer genetics,
adolescent, thalassemia and
brain cancer services.

“This $31.5 million invest-
ment for the new $47 mil-
lion centre demonstrates
the NSW Government’s
support for providing prac-
tical and efficient health
services and support for
NSW families.”

The NSW Government
will call for tenders for Pro-
ject Management, Cost
Management and Architec-
tural Design this week.

The NSW Government
funding will be delivered
over three years from 2012
to 2015.

$31.5 million for new comprehensive 
cancer and blood disorder centre  
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