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Sydney is getting ready to launch the
biggest celebration of the Lunar

New Year outside Asia later this
month with the 2011 Sydney Chinese
New Year Festival.

Sydney will hop into the Year of the
Rabbit from 28 January – 13 February
with the spectacular Twilight Parade
on 6 February. This year’s Festival also
features more than 50 events including
markets, film screenings, live perform-
ances, art exhibitions, food tours, drag-
on boat races, kids’ activities, a sustain-
able Live Green House and more.

Lord Mayor Clover Moore MP said:
“The City’s 2011 Chinese New Year
Festival is certain to be our biggest and
best yet, drawing together the best of
traditional and contemporary Asia
with the cultural diversity of our won-
derful City in an extensive 17 day pro-
gram.”

2011 Festival Highlights

Festival Launch Celebration
6:00pm on Friday, 28th January
at Belmore Park (near Central
Station) – FREE

Celebrate the launch of this year’s
Chinese New Year Festival and the
first night of the Festival Markets with
exclusive performances, roving enter-
tainers, fireworks and gastronomic de-
lights from China and beyond.

Start the night with a spectacular
Wudang martial arts performance live
on stage by visiting artists from Hubei

province in China. This form of
martial arts was made fa-
mous in the film Crouch-
ing Tiger, Hidden
Dragon. Harmony
singers from Hubei
will also ring in
the new year of
the Chinese zodi-
ac, along with a-
mazing free run-
ners and magic
rabbit dancers.

Before the offi-
cial celebration, you
can enjoy the contem-
porary beats of one of A-
sia’s hottest DJs, Garry T. The
SBS PopAsia radio crew will also take
to the stage with competitions, give-
aways and non-stop Asian pop until
late.

Chinese New Year Markets
Friday 28th – Sunday 30th
January at Belmore Park – FREE

Experience an authentic Asian mar-
ket in Chinatown’s Belmore Park, fea-
turing more than 50 stalls offering
food, gifts, traditional produce, crafts,
non-stop entertainment and activities
for the whole family.

Visitors from the City’s partner
province, Hubei, are bringing tradi-
tional embroidery and painting to this
year’s market, as well as exclusive live
martial arts demonstrations and u-
nique harmony singing performances
throughout the weekend.

The Belmore Big Screen will once
again entertain crowds each

night, with SBS PopAsia
and DJs on Friday night,

a live Karaoke compe-
tition on Saturday and
a film screening of
kung fu thriller 14
Blades on Sunday.

There will also be
live cooking demon-

strations for those
who can’t resist the

gastronomic delights of
regional China, and the

return of the Live Green
House, an interactive urban

home decked out with Chinese
lanterns, demonstrating sustainable
lifestyle solutions for both house and a-
partment dwellers.

Chinese New Year Twilight Parade
7:45pm – 9:45pm on Sunday, 6th
February from Town Hall to
Darling Harbour – FREE

The highlight of this year’s Chinese
New Year celebration, Sydney’s annual
Twilight Parade will be a feast for the
senses with fabulous live music, amaz-
ing floats, flamboyant dragons, daz-
zling costumes, beautiful illuminated
zodiac lanterns and much more.

The Twilight Parade is a great night
out for young and old, with a unique
mix of traditional and contemporary
performances. More than 2500 local
and international performers will fea-
ture in this street spectacular, includ-

ing 250 artists from Hubei showing off
their world renowned Wudang martial
arts, Tujia Waving Hand Dance and
three giant floats.

You will also see Mad Hoppers on
sprung stilts, thrilling human spring-
boards, marching bands, floats from lo-
cal community and school groups,
colourful images of the rabbit in popu-
lar culture and rabbit magicians pro-
ducing surprises from their hats.

The Twilight Parade will conclude
with a bang in Darling Harbour with a
fireworks show.

Limited seating is available for the
Twilight Parade – $60pp + GST – call
(02) 9265 9333.

Dragon Boat Races
Saturday 12th – Sunday 13th
February at Cockle Bay, Darling
Harbour – FREE

This traditional Chinese sport has
become a Chinese New Year Festival
favourite.

Thousands of people are expected to
line the shores at Cockle Bay for the
largest Dragon Boat racing spectacular
in the Southern Hemisphere.

The Chinese New Year Dragon Boat
Races see more than 3000 paddlers
take to the water. Up to 22 people in
each boat paddle to the beat of the
drum in a hard fought competition to
reach the finish line.

To see the full program and start
planning your 2011 Chinese New Year
Festival, visit:

www.sydneychinesenewyear.com.au

Wednesday 26 January 2011 
Long Paddock, Parramatta Park 
5pm - 9:30pm FREE

Australian legends the
Hoodoo Gurus and win-

ner of The X Factor, Al-
tiyan Childs, are the head-
line acts for the Australia

Day Dig 1100 Concert,
which will take place
at Parramatta Park

on 26 January from
5pm-9.30pm. 

More than
25,000 people are
expected to at-
tend the free
concert, with
dance star and
So You Think
You Can Dance
TV show judge
Jason Coleman
just announced
as the special
guest MC.

The concert’s
family-friendly

line-up starts with
Doudoumba, an ex-
hilarating music

performance using traditional
African instruments. Kids will love
the live performance by everyone’s
favourite big green ogre, Shrek.

The winners of Australia’s Got
Talent, Justice Crew, will then a-
maze crowds with their up-beat
dance performance, before Altiyan
Childs sets the stage on fire,
singing his winning song Some-
where in the World and a collec-
tion of well-known classic covers.

Rock group, The Break - featur-
ing the three founding members of
Midnight Oil - will then perform
before Aussie legends Hoodoo
Gurus take centre stage as the
headline act of the evening.  

“There’s no better place to cele-
brate Australia Day than at his-
toric Parramatta Park in the heart
of Sydney and we’re really excited that we’re playing
there this year. Come along and see some history in
the making,” said Dave Faulkner, Hoodoo Gurus.

Concert Program 

5pm-6pm - Justice Crew dance workshops
5.30pm - Doudoumba
6.00pm - Shrek Live Show
6.45pm - Justice Crew
7.15pm - Altiyan Childs
7.45pm - The Break
8.15pm - Hoodoo Gurus

Celebrations will conclude with the Australia Day
fireworks finale at 9.20pm, presented by Integral
Energy. 

Australia Day celebrations are presented by Parra-
matta City Council and sponsored by Integral Ener-
gy, Dial Before You Dig, PARKROYAL, Parramat-
ta Advertiser, Parramatta Park Trust and Elgas. 

For the safety and comfort of all patrons and visi-
tors, this is a no alcohol, and no glass event. Remem-
ber: no glass on the grass.

For more information about Parramatta Australia
Day celebrations or for a list of the full program visit
www.ausdayparramatta.com.au.

Parramatta ready to rock with Altiyan Childs 
and Hoodoo Gurus on Australia Day

Sydney prepares to welcome the Year of the Rabbit
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