
Ï Êüóìïò22 TUESDAY 28 SEPTEMBER 2010 ÍEWS IN ENGLISH

BANKSTOWN GIRLS HIGH NAMED AS 
A CENTRE FOR EXCELLENCE 

The State Member for
Bankstown, Tony Stewart, has

announced Bankstown Girls High
School will become a Centre for Ex-
cellence from next year. Mr Stewart
said Bankstown Girls High was one
of 22 new centres announced across
the state as part of an initiative by
the Commonwealth and NSW Gov-
ernment to improve teacher quality.

“This is a major win for the local
community. Centres for Excellence
are credited with achieving signifi-
cant improvements and have been
recognised across the state as a pio-
neering model of best practice,” Mr
Stewart said.

“I would like to congratulate the
Principal of Bankstown Girls High,
Ms Betty Harper, along with her a-
mazing teaching staff, fantastic stu-
dents and great parents who have all

worked in partnership to make this
great achievement possible.”  

“The school will receive a Highly
Accomplished Teacher (HAT) who
will be responsible for driving the
initiative, as well as start up funding
under the joint Commonwealth and
State National Partnerships Pro-
gram.”

Under National Partnerships more
than $1 billion dollars in new Com-
monwealth and State funding is
flowing into NSW schools over the
next five years. 

“Each Centre will form the hub for
a cluster of schools which will extend
the benefits to a further 200 class-
rooms across the state through Con-
nected Classroom Technology.

“The HATs will work with their fel-
low teachers to improve the quality of
teaching and support beginning teach-

ers.  They will ensure our students are
receiving the highest possible quality
of education,” Mr Stewart said.

The Minister for Education and
Training, Verity Firth said the 22
schools would join the first tranche
of 13 Centres for Excellence first es-
tablished at the start of this year.

“We know that teacher quality is
the single greatest in-school influ-
ence on student learning outcomes
and engagement.  The National Part-
nerships continue to deliver substan-
tial new funding to schools in need,
with a particular focus on ensuring
quality teaching in every classroom.”

“This is part of the NSW Govern-
ment’s commitment to improve the
quality of teaching, support our
workforce and ensure a high quality
education for NSW students,” she
added.

The Hon. Verity Firth MP
Minister for Education
Parliament House
Macquarie St
Sydney NSW 2000

Dear Minister,
The Australian Hellenic Educators’ Association

(NSW-ACT-QLD) is the representative organisation
of education professionals of Hellenic descent in New
South Wales, the Australian Capital Territory and
Queensland. Our members teach Classical and Mod-
ern Greek, as well as the range of History courses in
primary and secondary schools across our state and be-
yond. The AHEA is a member of the Australian Hel-
lenic Council (NSW), contributing to the shaping of
the AHC’s education policies.

The AHEA understands that the position of Princi-
pal SSCL is currently under review and questions the
wisdom of the DET in axing the Senior Curriculum
Adviser’s role. The purported abolition of the SEO2,
Senior Curriculum Adviser (SCA) position of the SS-
CL has caused apprehension and alarm amongst all
Languages teachers (including our membership, many
of whom currently teach at the sixteen established SS-
CL Centres around the state.

The Senior Curriculum Adviser’s role is pivotal to
the operation of the SSCL. The SCA leads a team of
32 executive staff (sixteen Assistant Supervisors and
sixteen Curriculum Co-ordinators). The SCA provides
Languages Curriculum leadership, professional learn-
ing and is responsible for Languages curriculum imple-
mentation within the SSCL. The SCA is responsible
for the coordination of a number of enrichment activi-

ties and projects from year to year. It is our firm view
that the role of Senior Curriculum Adviser has con-
tributed significantly to the increased learning out-
comes and the high quality of professional learning
that has gained the SSCL the reputation of leader in
Languages learning. The impressive Modern Greek
and other languages in the HSC outcomes since 1996
correlate to the introduction of this position and the
dedicated professional learning that was lead by this
position. Over the last decade, graduates of the SSCL
have regularly finished First in State in a range of dif-
ferent language courses.

The Curriculum Coordinators and Assistant Super-
visors at individual Centres regularly consult with the
SCA on significant matters of languages’ delivery and
Quality Teaching often beyond Saturday School oper-
ating hours. The SCA has a specific role working with
the Principal of the SSCL and the Executive staff of all
SSCL Centres. The SCA position cannot be substitut-
ed by any other personnel.

The Senior Curriculum Adviser’s position is equiva-
lent to the Deputy Principal of any other school. Re-
moving this position in such a large and complex
school as the SSCL would diminish the school’s capac-
ity to deliver the Languages Curriculum in accordance
with DET and Board of Studies guidelines and poli-
cies. Financial constraints are already being set on the
SSCL; however to lose such a leading and pivotal role
for Languages Education at the SSCL will have far
reaching negative consequences on all people con-
cerned, staff, students and communities.

The AHEA expresses the serious concern of its
membership over the intended restructure of the DET
Languages Unit. In the view of our Association, the

proposed restructure will constitute a downgrading of
support for Languages Education in NSW. This will
amount to an important loss of professional and edu-
cational leadership and support for our members and
affiliates, as well as for educators in other languages
currently taught through the DET.

Any downgrading of support will certainly affect the
value and integrity of Hellenic language studies (in
Modern and Classical forms), as well as the other 23
languages offered through the SSCL, with more than
4,300 enrolments from Years 7 to 12.

It is certain that teaching staff, students and the com-
munity at large will suffer with any potential and in-
tended loss of the position.

The AHEA seeks the clarification of the Minister on
this serious matter and also requests a meeting with
the Minister to discuss this and other matters of con-
cern regarding primary and secondary education to the
Australian Hellenic community.

The AHEA supports the retention of the SCA posi-
tion within the Saturday School of Community Lan-
guages, an institution which provides significant oppor-
tunities to students and educators alike to cultivate lan-
guages learning in a multilingual world.

The ongoing development of the Australian Curricu-
lum - Languages will be negatively affected by the loss
of the SCA. With such change sweeping through lan-
guages education in Australia at this time, the loss of
the SCA would mean the loss of invaluable confidence
and experience.

Yours sincerely
per
Dr Panayiotis Diamadis Mr Dimitrios Kametopoulos
President Vice-President

RE: Saturday School of Community Languages (SSCL)

AUSTRALIAN HELLENIC EDUCATOR’S ASSOCIATION

“YOUR STORY” 
ON SBS RADIO
HELP US CELEBRATE 

35 YEARS
In 2010, we’re celebrating 35 years of

SBS Radio – growing from two temporary
AM stations in Sydney and Melbourne in
1975, to becoming the world’s most lin-
guistically diverse radio network – and a
cornerstone of Australia’s multicultural s-
tory.

SBS Radio brings many things to many
people: news, current affairs, sport, enter-
tainment, education.  Today, SBS Radio
broadcasts 24 hours a day, with 68 lan-
guage groups producing 264 unique hours
of programming each week, with corre-
spondents across the globe.

That’s our story.  What’s yours?  We
want to know why you love SBS!  Tell us y-
our story – what SBS means to you, why it
is important, silly, funny, made a differ-
ence, made you laugh, cry, or feel some-
thing…  SBS is here for all Australians,
and we want to know what your story is
and what it means that we’re here for you.

If you would like to tell us your story and
help SBS celebrate 35 wonderful years,
tune into your favourite SBS Radio pro-
gram over the coming weeks, or email at
radio35@sbs.com.au .

Happy Birthday SBS.  Help us celebrate!
There’s more than one way to hear SBS

- go to sbs.com.au/radio to find out
whether radio, digital radio, online or dig-
ital TV is your best option.


