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Labor's 'fresh new face' 
is a seasoned party operator

She is being hailed by party boss-
es as a ''fresh face'' for Labor in
the Legislative Council who repre-
sents a clean break from the fac-
tional appointments of the past.

B
ut there is little doubt that So-
phie Cotsis is very familiar
with how government oper-

ates.
The 37-year-old worked as an advis-

er to the former NSW transport minis-
ter Michael Costa, before stepping in-
to a private sector job with the multi-
national infrastructure company Par-
sons Brinckerhoff in March 2008. She
has advised the company, which since
1999 has donated almost $100,000 to
the NSW branches of the Labor and
Liberal parties, on how to deal with
government.

Parsons Brinckerhoff was involved in
construction of the Lane Cove Tunnel
and the Epping to Chatswood rail line.

A company spokeswoman said Ms

Cotsis was employed to ''help the firm
with its understanding about govern-
ment. What government requires, how
it works''.

Now, two years on, Ms Cotsis is set
to jump back into government, this
time as a Labor MLC.

She is one of four new faces due to
be elected to the Legislative Council in
a joint sitting of Parliament this
evening.

The others are the former head of
the Nature Conservation Council, Cate
Faehrmann, and Woollahra councillor
David Shoebridge, both of the Greens,
and the former head of the Game
Council NSW, Robert Borsak, of the
Shooters Party.

However, the new MLCs will not be s-
worn in by the NSW Governor, Marie
Bashir, until Friday. This means they
will not be allowed to take their seats
and vote on legislation until September
21, the next time the Legislative Council
sits.

Ms Cotsis was preselected for the

Legislative Council position yesterday
by a unanimous vote of the party's ad-
ministrative committee following her
endorsement by Labor's dominant
Centre Unity faction on Friday.

The only other candidate, Ashfield
councillor Lucille McKenna, posi-
tioned herself as an anti-head office
candidate.

A senior Labor source yesterday in-
sisted Ms Cotsis was ''a quality candi-
date'' who has ''future potential'' and
''the type of person NSW Labor needs
to be preselecting more of''.

However, her selection has upset
some party members, who criticised
the ''behind closed doors'' selection
process. Three Labor councillors, Dar-
cy Byrne of Leichhardt, Alex Lofts of
Ashfield and Mary O'Sullivan of Mar-
rickville, issued a statement supporting
Ms McKenna and calling for future
positions to be filled by a rank and file
ballot.

''It is important for the future of the
Labor Party that rank and file candi-

dates like Lucille, who have real world
experience, continue to put their hands
up to be parliamentarians,'' Mr Byrne
said.

A Greens MLC, John Kaye, criti-
cised the method of her appointment.
''Ms Cotsis's easy moves from a minis-
terial office to a corporation with sub-
stantial dealings with government and
then into the Parliament will reinforce
the strong perception that the NSW
government is captive to cronyism and
powerful minority interests,'' he said.
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