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Soccer Weekly has been an institution
in Australian football for over 30 years. 

It comprehensively covered the game
of soccer in Australia and was widely
read throughout the footballing commu-
nity. 

Not only did it have interviews with the
big names in Australia, but some of the
biggest names in world football graced
the pages of Soccer Weekly.

Soccer Weekly, as it is known in the in-
dustry, has gone through several name
changes in its history but perhaps it’s
most famous names were Australian
Soccer Weekly, and Australian and
British Soccer Weekly (ABSW) – after
Tom Anderson had changed the name
to reflect the British football element of
the paper. 

Since that time the paper expanded to
cover football around the world and the
name changed again to reflect the
change to the name football in Australia.

Soccer Weekly came out weekly and
prior to the internet was often the lead-
ing source of football information in this
country (although there were soccer pa-
per prior to its existence). In its hey day it
had an editor in Sydney and Melbourne
and its print run covered most of Aus-
tralia, although it had a fairly limited dis-
tribution in Perth. 

Other soccer papers came and went
but Soccer Weekly stood the test of time,

although the internet revolution has real-
ly reduced the need for a soccer newspa-
per.

Many of the big names in football jour-
nalism in Australia have edited Soccer
Weekly, including Mike Cockerill, Steve
Copping, Tom Anderson, Anthony
Ranieri, Aidan Ormond, Bruce Camp-
bell, Mark Stavroulakis, Chris Geor-
gakopoulos, Andy Paschalidis, Joseph
Carlucci and Micky Brock (and many
more). 

Their writers have been many to, and
over the years included correspondents
from every state and territory. 

However one man stands alone in this
regard, John Economos. He lasted
throughout the years as the paper’s lead-

ing journalist and it’s sales manager. He
put his life into the paper despite the ups
and downs of working in football
through the years. He is more of an insti-
tution than the paper itself, and without
him one could speculate that the paper
would not have lasted as long as it has. 

Another rock for the paper is type set-
ter Mary Quartly who for many years
prepared the paper each week all by her-
self, having to learn new technologies a-
long the way. She was a great support to
the paper’s reporters right around the
country. 

If it is true that the paper finishes up
this week then it is a sad loss for the
game of football in Australia.

-Stuart Jones

30 YEARS OF SOCCER WEEKLY
The ABSW has been an institution

in terms of football publications
which has seen it span for well over
30 years inundating football lovers
with their fix on either local or world
football news and views.

A number of high profile editors
and writers have come through the
ranks at ABSW and to see it go is
truly a sad moment in the life of any
sporting publication that has been
able to educate and update many on
our round ball game.

For me it was a place that I will n-
ever forget and will always have a
special place in my heart. It was
where I started my career as a jour-
nalist as a 16-year-old from being a
youth writer to becoming the head
editor at the age of 21 which was a
huge moment for me. 

I was an avid reader of the publi-
cation as a 10-year-old wanting to
find out who the next big players in
the game were.

I had the pleasure of meeting a
number of people, both past and
present in our game throughout my
tenure which educated me for the
better throughout my five and a half
years at the offices of ABSW. 

It was a publication made for foot-
ball lovers who had a passion for the
number one sport in the world and it
will be sorely missed.

ABSW was the paper that started
all things football in terms of sport-
ing publications and it will never be
forgotten.

A special mention must go to
Mary Quartly who has been the rock
at ABSW for a number of years and
has given so much of her life to the
publication.

-Mark Stavroulakis

The coming to an end of ABSW/AISFW publication is
certainly a sad moment for football at a local level in this
country. ABSW/AISFW has been for over three decades
the ‘bible’ of Australian football, servicing the football
community across the country.

My experience with ABSW goes back ten years when I
became a reader of the publication, following the progress
of the old NSL and the local NSW football competitions.

My studies in journalism gave me the opportunity to ex-
perience working in a football publication environment,

and I can gladly say that three years freelancing for this
publication gave me enormous exposure, and an invaluable
insight, to the world of football media in this country.

It certainly is a sad day with the curtains closing on this
publication, though for many thousands of readers across
this country, ABSW/AISFW will remain synonymous with
the progression of the world game in this country over the
past three decades.

-Joseph Carlucci

ÓÁÍ ÐÑÏËÏÃÏ êáëü èá åßíáé íá
áíáöÝñïõìå üôé ï äéáéôçôÞò ðïõ ôá Ý-
êáíå «óáëÜôá» óôïí áãþíá ôçò 4çò á-
ãùíéóôéêÞò ôïõ Á-Ëéãê, Ìåëìïõñí
×áñôò-Ðåñè êáé ïíïìÜæåôáé Kurt
Ams, åßíáé Ýíáò ìÝôñéïò íåáñüò ñåöå-
ñß, ðïõ Ý÷åé äéáéôçôåýóåé êÜìðïóïõò á-
ãþíåò ôïõ Ðñåìéåñ Ëéãê ÍÍÏ.

ÏÌÏËÏÃÏÕÌÅ üôé ç áðüäïóÞ ôïõ
óôïõò áãþíåò ðïõ ôïí Ý÷ïõìå äåé íá
äéáéôçôåýåé äåí Þôáí êáé ôüóï êáëÞ.
ÊÜèå Üëëï ìÜëéóôá. Êé üìùò ï ÃêÜñé
ÐÜïõåñ, ï áñ÷é-äéáéôçôÞò ðïõ åßíáé å-
íôåôáëìÝíïò íá ðñïÜãåé êáé íá õðïâé-
âÜæåé óõíáäÝëöïõò ôïõ, èåþñçóå üôé
åßíáé éêáíüò íá ðñïá÷èåß áðü ôï ÐñÝ-
ìéåñ Ëéãê óôï Á-Ëéãê… êáé éäïý ôá ÷Ü-
ëéá ôçò äéáéôçóßáò.

ÁÍÔÉÈÅÔÁ ï ÌÜèéïõ Ìðñéæ, ðïõ å-
ðßóçò ôá Ýêáíå «óáëÜôá» óôïí áãþíá
Óßäíåú FC-ÓÝíôñáë Êïóô, åßíáé Ýìðåé-
ñïò, åãêåêñéììÝíïò áðü ôçí FIFA êáé
ìçí îå÷íÜìå êáé åéóáããåëÝáò óôï å-
ðÜããåëìá (óçì: ãñÜøáìå ó÷åôéêÜ
÷èåò)

ÃÉÁ ÔÏÍ ðéôóéñéêÜ Kurt Ams ðïõ
ìüíï áõôüò «åßäå» ðÝíáëôé óôçí åêðíï-
Þ ôïõ áãþíá Ìåëìïõñí ×áñôò-Ðåñè,
õðÜñ÷ïõí äéêáéïëïãßåò ãéá ôï áôüðçìÜ
ôïõ áõôü. ¼÷é üìùò ãéá ôïí ÌÜèéïõ
Ìðñéæ, ôïí äéáôçôÞ ìå ôçí ôåñÜóôéá
ðåßñá, ôïí äéáéôçôÞ FIFA, ôïí åéóáããå-

ëÝá äéáéôçôÞ ðïõ êáé áõôüò êáé ìüíï
áõôüò, åßäå ðÝíáëôé, ôéíÜæïíôáò Ýíáí á-
ãþíá óôïí áÝñá, óôÝëíïíôáò Üäéêá óôá
áðïäõôÞñéá ôïí ôåñìáôïöýëáêá ôùí
ãçðåäïý÷ùí, Ëßáì ÑÝíôé, ðïõ ðñïóðá-
èïýóå íá êáôáëÜâåé ï Üìïéñïò, ôé Ýêá-
íå êáé «åéóÝðñáîå» êüêêéíç êÜñôá.

ÔÅËÉÊÁ åõôõ÷þò ðïõ õðÜñ÷åé ç ôå-
÷íïëïãßá êáé áðïäßäåôáé äéêáéïóýíç,
ìÝóï ôçò video-áíÜëõóçò ôùí åðßìá-
÷ùí öÜóåùí, ç áíåîÜñôçôç äéêáóôéêÞ
åðéôñïðÞ (The independent Match Re-
view Panel MRP) ðïõ áðïôåëåßôáé áðü
ôïõò Barry Such (ôóáßñìáí), ôïí ðáëáß-
ìá÷ï äéáéôçôÞ Simon Micallef üðùò êáé
ôïí ðñþçí äéåèíÞ ìå ôïõò óïêåñïýò
ðïäïóöáéñéóôÞ Alan Davidson, ðïõ
«åßäáí» ôéò åðßìá÷åò öÜóåéò, áñêåôÝò
öïñÝò ðñïöáíþò, Ýêñéíáí üôé ïé áðï-
öÜóåéò êáé ôùí äýï äéáéôçôþí Þôáí å-
óöáëìÝíåò.

ÊÁÉ ÔÁ ÄÕÏ ðÝíáëôé ðïõ óöýñéîáí
Þôáí «ðÝôóéíá» êáé ç áðïâïëÞ ôïõ Ëß-
áì ÑÝíôé ëÜèïò, Ýêñéíå ïìüöùíá ç
«ôñüéêá», áèùþíïíôáò ôïí ôåñìáôïöý-
ëáêá Ëßáì ÑÝíôé ðïõ åßíáé «åëåýèå-
ñïò» íá áãùíéóôåß, áëëÜ êáé ôéìùñåß
ôïõò ðïäïóöáéñéóôÝò-çèïðïéïýò ðïõ
«Ýðåéóáí» ôïõò äéáéôçôÝò ìå ôï èåáìá-
ôéêü ôïõò ðÝóéìï, êåñäßæïíôáò ôá «ðÝ-
ôóéíá» ðÝíáëôé.  

ÃÉÁ «simulation» ëïéðüí, üðùò ÷á-

ñáêôçñßæåôáé óôçí áããëéêÞí, ôï «øåýôé-
êï ðÝóéìï» Þ «èåáôñéíßóôéêç ôïýìðá»
ôùí ðïäïóöáéñéóôþí ðïõ ðñïóðáèïýí
íá îåãåëÜóïõí ôïõò Üñ÷ïíôåò ôùí á-
ãþíùí, êáé ãéá «simulation» ðïõ áðï-
ôåëåß ðáñÜâáóç ôùí êáíïíéóìþí ôïõ
ðïäïóöáßñïõ, ïé «äñÜóôåò» Patricio
Perez ôïõ ÓÝíôñáë Êïóô êáé Michael
Baird ôïõ Ðåñè, «åéóÝðñáîáí êáìðÜ-

íá» äýï áãùíéóôéêþí çìåñþí.
ÃÉÁ ìßá áêüìç öïñÜ ëïéðüí, áðïäåé-

êíýåôáé üôé ìÝóù ôçò ôå÷íïëïãßáò áðï-
äßäåôáé äéêáéïóýíç óôï ðïäüóöáéñï,
ìéá êáé ç áíèñþðéíç êáé ìüíï ðáñïõ-
óßá äåí åßíáé éêáíÞ íá áðïíåßìåé äé-
êáéïóýíç, Ýóôù êáé áí ï äéáéôçôÞò åß-
íáé… åéóáããåëÝáò,  üðùò ðáñáäåßãìá-
ôïò ÷Üñéí, ï ÌÜèéïõ Ìðñéæ!!!

Á-ËÉÃÊ - Áèùþóåéò êáé ðïéíÝò áðü video

ÖÙÔÏ áðü ôçí åðßìá÷ç öÜóç ôïõ áãþíá ÌÝëìðïõñí ×áñôò-Ðåñè, ìå ôïõò
ðïäïóöáéñéóôÝò êáé ôùí äýï ïìÜäùí íá… óõæçôïýí ìåãáëüöùíá ßóùò, ôçí
áðüöáóç ôïõ «Üñ÷ïíôá ôïõ áãþíá» Kurt Ams, ðïõ äéáêñßíåôáé óôï âÜèïò,
ìéá áðüöáóç ðïõ «ôßíáîå óôïí áÝñá» Ýíáí áêüìç áãþíá. Ï ÑÜëé ÑÜóéôò, ï

«ìáÝóôñïò» üðùò óùóôÜ ôïí áðïêáëïýìå, óå ÷èåóéíÞ óõæÞôçóç ðïõ åß÷áìå
ìáæß ôïõ åßðå êÜôé ÷áñáêôçñéóôéêü ãéá ôéò «öÜóåéò» ðÝíáëôé ðïõ «åßäáí» ìüíï
ïé äéáôçôÝò, Kurt Ams êáé ÌÜèéïõ Ìðñéæ… «Ï ðïäïóöáéñéóôÝò Patricio Perez
êáé Michael Baird, ôéìùñÞèçêáí ìå äýï áãùíéóôéêÝò ãéá èÝáôñï (simulation)
êáé äåí èá áãùíéóôïýí óôá äýï åðüìåíá ðáé÷íßäéá ôùí ïìÜäùí ôïõò. Ïé äéáé-

ôçôÝò üìùò, åßíáé åëåýèåñïé íá óõíå÷ßóïõí ôï áðïóôïëéêü Ýñãï ôïõò».


