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P
rime-minister G. Papandreou and all
Greek political parties issued messages
to mark the 36th black anniversary of

Turkish invasion of Cyprus in 1974. Till Au-
gust 14-15 Turkish troops had occupied 40%
of Cyprus including Ammohostos and Morfos
after the collapse of the Geneva Conference.
Special importance was placed on George Pa-
pandreou meeting with Cyprus President
Dimitris Hristofias on Wednesday at Larnaca
Airport, where the Greek Prime-minister 
stayed few hours prior to his departure for Is-
rael and Palestine.

Prime-minister’s Message

In his message Prime-minister G. Papan-
dreou says: 

“36 years  have passed since Turkish invasion
of Cyprus. It is a painful anniversary for Cyprus,
Greece and Hellenism. July, 20, 1974 signaled
the beginning of illegal occupation of big part of
Cyprus by Turkish troops- illegal occupation of
an independent country, member of the UN and
the EU. International world order was violated
on that day and violation continues to present.

Present situation of Cyprus is unacceptable
and must end through the achievement of a just,
viable and functional solution on the basis of
UN Security Council resolutions- a bicommu-
nal, bizonal federation.

We actively support Cyprus President D.
Hristofias efforts. Cyprus issue is of top national
priority for Greece. We call on Turkey to indi-
cate the necessary political willingness for a just

settlement of the Cyprus issue. A necessary pre-
condition for complete normalization of Gree-
Turkish relations.  The Cypriot people-Greek-
Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots have the right to
live in an environment of peace, security, pros-
perity and confidence.enjoy the benefits of the
EU and contribute to the common European vi-
sion”.

In his statements Cyprus President Dimitris
Hristofias said:

“We indeed have to deal with a difficult inter-
locutor, who many times behaves as violent ac-
tions can be accepted and at the same time for
communication reasons, heralds that he wants a
solution within 2010. History has taught that we
should all assume our share of responsibility
within the framework of efforts for a solution of
the Cyprus issue which will reunite our country ,
people, economy and institutions, put an end to
occupation and settlement and restore human
rights for all Cypriot people”.

Investigations into S. Golias murder continue
The Antiterrorist Agency is carrying out investigation into the murder of journalist

Socratis Golias after test results indicated that Revolutionary Sect is behind the heinous
crime. The journalists’ archive, which is in the hands of the antiterrorist agency, is expect-

ed to give valuable information. Socratis Golias
funeral was held at Hlioupolis Cemetery on
Tuesday afternoon.

The antiterrorist agency is examining Revolu-
tionary Sect proclamations in order to decode
names of people threatened  as the organization
showed in a tough way that it executes what it
writes. They are also waiting for a new proclama-
tion, which according to their strategy will be
sent to a newspaper in the next days.

All political parties and  journalists’ unions as
well as the Organization for Security and Coop-
eration in Europe have condemned the heinous
crime.

Black Anniversary of Turkish Invasion
of Cyprus in 1974

The Health Ministry imposed a ban on swim-
ming on polluted beaches, declaring several
stretches in and around Attica as out of bounds
and forbidding bathers from stretches of coast-
line close to ports, shipyards and industrial sites.

According to the decision signed by Minister
Mariliza Xenogiannakopoulou, swimming will
henceforth be banned at all ports and marinas.
Specific areas declared off-limits to bathers in-
clude the entire stretch of coast between Pi-
raeus and Perama, between Skaramanga and
Aspropyrgos and off the coast of Megara.

Swimming will also be banned within 50 me-
ters of pipes channeling sewage and drainage
water into the sea.

Although bathing in dirty water might be an
obvious turnoff for many, experts note that a
large number of Greeks continue to swim in
dirty water, choosing beaches that are close by
or the easiest to get to and showing little con-

cern for the quality of the water. “Swimmers of-
ten choose beaches on the basis of habit or what
is most convenient,” according to Maria-
Adamantia Efstratiou, honorary professor of
marine sciences at the University of the
Aegean.

Young people or those with a strong constitu-
tion will likely not be adversely affected by im-
mersing themselves in less than crystal-clear wa-
ters, most experts say. But many warn of the
problems that can afflict the less physically ro-
bust. Efustratiou cited gastroenteritis, skin rash-
es and ear infections as some of the more com-
mon ailments reported by some who swim in
polluted water.

Experts recommend that concerned citizens
check out the website of the Environment Min-
istry for details of the beaches that have earned
blue flags, a stamp of approval awarded as part
of a European Union initiative.

Swimming ban at dirty beaches


