
Ï Êüóìïò16 THURSDAY 24 JUNE 2010 NEWS IN ENGLISH Ï Êüóìïò 13THURSDAY 24 JUNE 2010ÄÉÅÈÍÅÉÓ ÅÉÄÇÓÅÉÓ

Carved wood structures
in Meteora Monasteries 

The Meteora Monasteries constitute
one of the largest and most important
complexes of Eastern Orthodox monas-
teries in Greece, second only to Mount
Athos. 

The six monasteries of Meteora (mean-
ing in Greek: "suspended in the air") are
built on natural sandstone rock pillars lo-
cated at the northwestern edge of the
plain of Thessaly near Pineios River and
Pindus Mountain Range in central
Greece. The Meteora Monasteries are a
UNESCO World Heritage Monument
distinguished for their wooden structures. 

The Church of Holy Trinity (Hagia Tri-
ada) in the Holy Trinity Monastery was
built in 1475 and the gilt iconostasis (the
screen decorated with icons that divides
the sanctuary from the nave of an Eastern
Orthodox Church) made of carved wood
is dated back to the 1660s. In 1975 it was
stolen and was replaced. Parts of the i-
conostasis are kept in the monastery. The
Timios Prodromos Chapel built in 1682
also features a gilt iconostasis of carved
wood. 

The Katholikon (main church) in Saint
Stefanos Monastery was built in the 14th
century and was restored in 1545. It has
carved wood ceilings and iconostasis. The
current Katholikon, the Church of Saint
Charalambos, was built in 1798 and fea-
tures an iconostasis of exceptional artistry
dating back to 1814. 

The Varlaam Monastery Katholikon,
the All Saints Church, was built in 1541-
1544 and its gilt iconostasis of carved
wood was made in the early 18th century.
The Abbot Throne made of carved wood
and decorated with ivory was made in
1784-1808. 

The Katholikon of the Monastery of
Rousanou was built in mid 16th century
and was dedicated to the Transfiguration
of Jesus. The gilt iconostasis of carved
wood also dates back in the 16th century.
Half of it was stolen in the 1970s. 

The Monastery of the Transfiguration
of Jesus (Great Meteoron) was erected in
mid 14th century and has most of the
carved wood structures found in Meteora
distinguished for their ornaments. The
building serves as the main museum for
tourists. 

The monastery's hospital and Home for
the Elderly were built in 1572. It has two
chapels dedicated to Saint Prodromos
and Saints Constantine and Helen. The
gilt iconostasis of carved wood in the
monastery's Katholikon is a masterpiece.
Equally important are the two carved
wood crosses on display in the monastery
museum. 

The Monastery of Saint Nikolaos Ana-
pafsas is the only one of the six monaster-
ies in Meteora that has no wooden struc-
tures of notable historical and artistic val-
ue.

New move for return 
of the Parthenon marbles
with a legal challenge before the English courts

Under an initiative of AHEPA of
NSW and the Greek Australian
Committee for the return of the
Parthenon Marbles, Greeks of the
Diaspora are bound to set up an in-
ternational fund to finance an ac-
tion in the English High Court for
the return of the Parthenon Mar-
bles. 

The idea belongs to Victor Biza-
nis, President of AHEPA of NSW.
Below you will find the full article
written by Victor Bizanis, published
in greekaustralian.com.au

For years political and populist at-
tempts to induce the British Museum
and the British government to return
the Parthenon marbles to Greece
have been rebuffed and rudely ig-
nored. The British may rely on a
threadbare claim of legality because
of a supposed sale or contractual
transaction but with whom? 

The Ottoman bey of Athens at the
time? Certainly there was no Greek
national representative as there was
no Greek nation to protest the ravish-
ment of porticos and frescoes from
the outer decorations of this, the most
revered building in Western civiliza-
tion. For too long, supporters of the
return of the Parthenon marbles have
seen a legal challenge in the English
High Court to be too daunting and
unlikely to achieve the desired result.
But a new initiative coming from the
AHEPA organization in Sydney Aus-
tralia may be able to construct a re-
spectable argument to put before the
English courts in such a claim – to re-
lease the marbles to the representa-
tives of the Greek government for a re-
turn to their home and origin Athens.
The two Decisions one legal the other
administrative are of Interest Mabo
Mabo v Queensland (No 2) (com-
monly known a Mabo) was a land-
mark Australian court case which
was decided by the High Court of
Australia on June 3, 1992. The effec-
tive result of the judgement was to
make irrelevant the declaration of ter-
ra nullius, or “land belonging to no-
one” which had been taken to occur
from the commencement British
colonisation in 1788, and to recognise
a form of native title. It is argued by
some historians [who?] that the Roy-
al Proclamation of 1763 was seen to
apply to Australia at the time of settle-
ment, and therefore governed unced-
ed territories. Although Mabo was liti-
gated within the legal context of prop-
erty law, the decisions clearly had
much wider implications which have
still to be determined.

Thus in 1992 the Australian High
Court made a historical determina-
tion to release land back to the “origi-
nal owners” Aborigines of the north-
ern Australian islands, As with all
Australia the first English colonists
had claimed land in the name of the
King of England by ignoring the fact
that people were already living there
by declaring it as “terra nullius” – i.e.

nobody’s land. Eddie Mabo took on
the state of Queensland and with help
from support groups won the day
overturning what had been estab-
lished custom and law. The result was
that the Australian government was
forced to admit that his island and
large swags of the Northern Territory
and Queensland came under the
same heading and should be returned
to their original owners. It was condi-
tional that the original owners had n-
ever left which in most cases it applied
to was true. Land that had passed in-
to private hands as settled property af-
fecting the lives of white Australians
and in the cities was excluded from
the court’s ruling. The historical deci-
sion is simply known as “Mabo”
Mabo dealt with land rights but a lat-
er development has occurred which
sets a precedent which could be even
more relevant. Bringing Them Home
Then some years ago indigenous peo-
ple of Australia again made a claim
this time supported by the Australian
government for the return of human
remains such as bones, skulls and
teeth. 

Tasmanian aborigines who de-
manded the return of bones, skulls
and body remains of their ancestors
which had been taken away to Eng-
land during the 19th. and early 20th
century for anthropological investiga-
tion. The claims were based on reli-
gious and cultural grounds and that
the taking was unauthorised by the
descendants of the deceased whose
body parts were scattered in universi-
ties and museums in England. In
1996 and again 1999 the British gov-
ernment conceded the claim and the
desired items were returned to the lin-
eal descendants of the long dead abo-
rigines. These two significant circum-
stances could well give rise to the
thread of an argument for a claim to
be brought in an English court of law
by applying Mabo as a persuasive
precedent from the highest Australian
court and the human remains ruling
of the British government. 

The Parthenon Marbles The mar-
bles were extracted crudely and wan-
tonly between 1801 to 1812 from the
Parthenon and sustained significant
damage in the process. Whatever
claim to some purchase or contract
that could be relied on by supporters
of Elgin, the fact remains that the
Greek peoples were a conquered race,
there was no nation, the Ottomans
ruled as part of their empire then but

in the way of history and other em-
pires only held sway in Athens for a
few years after the looting. The mar-
bles were not removed either to pro-
tect them or to glorify them in Eng-
land. Elgin simply had them installed
in his private gardens along with the
garden gnomes. The British Museum
later acquired them by purchase from
Elgin or his representatives to meet his
debts. Were they “stolen” in the sense
of English law or not is one question
that would rise in any claim. 

If found to be stolen no title passes
to a third party and that what would
be part of the claim. No Greek Repre-
sentative or authority or even lay per-
son sanctioned the original looting of
the marbles. They were certainly not
Ottoman Turkish property other than
being part of the captured territory.
That they have deep cultural signifi-
cance and meaning to the Greek peo-
ples cannot be denied. They are inte-
gral to the linings of the most famous
building in Europe when Greek learn-
ing and art laid the basis for western
civilization and set standards of beau-
ty and grace apparent to this day in
the great museums of Europe and
America. Other magnificent remnants
of that time, Niki of Samothrace and
Venus de Milo in the Louvre are s-
tand alone statues. But the Par-
thenon marbles are integral adorn-
ments to an existing building and be-
long if not in position at least in the
dignity of the new Athens Acropolis
Museum in the hands of the people
who are the lineal descendants of the
age of Pericles, Phideas, Iktinos and
Kallikratis and like the ruling in re
Mabo as to continuity of residence, n-
ever left the site of Athens. Contacts
have been made with other concerned
people such as George Bizos a senior
counsel in South Africa and other or-
ganizations and it is important that
the best brains get together to coalesce
money and intellectual input and to
bring the arguments to a sharp point
using the best legal people for the ac-
tual hearing. 

The Australian branch of the world
wide Ahepa organization though its
Marbles representative Manuel Comi-
no OA and legal advisor Victor
Bizannes believe that the time has
come for an international fund to be
set up to finance an action in the Eng-
lish High Court using these two signif-
icant cases as part of the argument for
the return of Hellenic property to its o-
riginal owners- the Hellenic peoples.
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ÁíáëáìâÜíïõìå
ïðïéåóäÞðïôå 

õäñáõëéêÝò óáò
áíÜãêåò.
Åñãáóßá 

åããõçìÝíç, 
ðñïóéôÝò 

ôéìÝò.

Ôçë. óôïí ÐáíôåëÞ
0414 199 381 11751

ÅÍÏÉÊÉÁÆÅÔÁÉ ÓÐÉÔÉÅíïéêéÜæåôáé óðßôé óôï Punchbowl, 
3 äùìÜôéá, óáëüíé, óå Þóõ÷ï äñüìï 

êáé êïíôÜ óôçí áãïñÜ.

Ðëçñïöïñßåò óôçí Ìáñßá, 
êéí: 0402 154 852

ENOIKIAZETAI

Ïé áñ÷áéüôåñåò áðåéêïíß-
óåéò ôùí Áãßùí Áðïóôüëùí
áíáêáëýöèçêáí áðü Éôáëïýò
áñ÷áéïëüãïõò óôéò êáôáêüì-
âåò ôçò Áãßáò ÈÝêëáò óôç
Ñþìç. 

¼ðùò áíáêïßíùóå ï åðéêå-
öáëÞò ôùí áíáóêáöþí, Öá-
ìðñßôóéï Âéóêüíôé, ïé áðåéêï-
íßóåéò ÷ñïíïëïãïýíôáé áðü
ôá ôÝëç ôïõ 4ïõ áéþíá.

Ðñüêåéôáé ãéá íùðïãñáöß-
åò ôùí ÐÝôñïõ, Ðáýëïõ, Áí-
äñÝá êáé ÉùÜííç, ïé ïðïßåò

åßíáé æùãñáöéóìÝíåò óôïõò
ôüíïõò ôïõ êüêêéíïõ êáé ôçò
þ÷ñáò.

Ïé íùðïãñáößåò âñßóêï-
íôáí óôï ôáâÜíé åíüò ìéêñïý
íåêñéêïý èáëÜìïõ óôéò êáôá-
êüìâåò, ïé ïðïßåò êáôá-
óêåõÜóôçêáí ìå ðáñáããåëßá
ìßáò ãõíáßêáò ðïõ áíÞêå óå
ïéêïãÝíåéá åõãåíþí, äåí Þôáí
üìùò êáé ç ßäéá åõãåíÞò. Ïé
áðåéêïíßóåéò áõôÝò áíáêáëý-
öèçêáí ìå ôçí åöáñìïãÞ ìß-
áò ôå÷íéêÞò ëÝéæåñ, ç ïðïßá å-

ðéôñÝðåé ôïí êáèáñéóìü áðü
ôá óôñþìáôá åðé÷ñéóìÜôùí
áóâÝóôïõ, ðïõ ôéò êÜëõðôáí.

«Ç áíáêÜëõøç áõôÞ áðï-
äåéêíýåé ôçí åéóáãùãÞ êáé
ôç äéÜäïóç ôçò ðßóôåùò ôùí
Áðïóôüëùí óôéò áðáñ÷Ýò
ôïõ ×ñéóôéáíéóìïý», åîÞãç-
óå óôïõò äçìïóéïãñÜöïõò ç
ÌðÜñìðáñá ÌáôóÝé, äéåõ-
èýíôñéá ôùí áíáóôçëùôéêþí
åñãáóéþí óôïí íåêñéêü èÜ-
ëáìï, êáôÜ ôç äéÜñêåéá îå-
íÜãçóçò ðïõ äéïñãÜíùóå ôï

Âáôéêáíü.
Ïé êáôáêüìâåò ôçò Áãßáò

ÈÝêëáò âñßóêïíôáé óå áðü-

óôáóç 500 ìÝôñùí áðü ôç âá-
óéëéêÞ ôïõ Áãßïõ Ðáýëïõ, å-
êôüò ôùí ôåé÷þí. 

Åíôïðßóôçêáí ïé áñ÷áéüôåñåò 
áðåéêïíßóåéò ôùí Áãßùí Áðïóôüëùí

Êùíóôáíôéíïýðïëç, Ôïõñêßá

ÐÝíôå Üíèñùðïé Ý÷áóáí ôç æùÞ ôïõò
êáé ôïõëÜ÷éóôïí 12 ôñáõìáôßóôçêáí

áðü ôçí Ýêñçîç âüìâáò ðïõ óçìåéþèçêå
óôç Êùíóôáíôéíïýðïëç ìå óôü÷ï ëåùöïñåß-
ï ðïõ ìåôÝöåñå óôñáôéùôéêïýò.

Óêïôþèçêáí ôÝóóåñéò óôñáôéùôéêïß êáé
ìßá 17÷ñïíç êïðÝëá, êüñç óôñáôéùôéêïý
ðïõ åðÝâáéíå óôï ëåùöïñåßï, áíáöÝñïõí ôá
ìÝóá åíçìÝñùóçò. Äýï áðü ôïõò ôñáõìáôßåò
åßíáé óå óïâáñÞ êáôÜóôáóç.

Ç Ýêñçîç óõíÝâç êïíôÜ óå óõãêñüôçìá
êáôïéêéþí óôñáôéùôéêþí óôï åõñùðáúêü
ôìÞìá ôçò ðüëçò, áíÝöåñå ôï CNN Turk. 

Ç ïñãÜíùóç «ÃåñÜêéá ãéá ôçí ÁðåëåõèÝ-
ñùóç ôïõ ÊïõñäéóôÜí» (TAK), ç ïðïßá ðé-
óôåýåôáé üôé Ý÷åé äåóìïýò ìå ôï Åñãáôéêü
Êüììá ôïõ ÊïõñäéóôÜí (PKK), áíÝëáâå,
óýìöùíá ìå ôï ðñáêôïñåßï åéäÞóåùí Firat,
ôçí åõèýíç ãéá ôçí åðßèåóç, ðñïåéäïðïéþ-
íôáò ôïõò ðïëßôåò íá ìåßíïõí ìáêñéÜ áðü
óôñáôéùôéêïýò óôü÷ïõò.

Ìüëéò ôç ÄåõôÝñá, ï óôñáôüò ôçò Ôïõñ-
êßáò åîáðÝëõóå ìåãÜëç åðßèåóç êáôÜ ôùí
Êïýñäùí áíôáñôþí ôïõ PKK, óå áðÜíôç-
óç åðéèÝóåùí ôùí áíôáñôþí ðïõ óôïß÷é-
óáí ôç æùÞ 11 óôñáôéùôþí ôï Óáââáôïêý-
ñéáêï.

ÓÔÏ×ÏÓ ËÅÙÖÏÑÅÉÏ ÌÅ ÓÔÑÁÔÉÙÔÉÊÏÕÓ

¸êñçîç âüìâáò ìå 5 íåêñïýò 
óôçí Êùíóôáíôéíïýðïëç

Êáôáóêïðåõôéêü 
äïñõöüñï 

åêôüîåõóå ôï ÉóñáÞë
Ôï ÉóñáÞë åêôüîåõóå êáôáóêïðåõôéêü

äïñõöüñï áðü âÜóç óôï íüôï ôçò ÷þ-
ñáò, áíáêïßíùóå ôï éóñáçëéíü Õðïõñ-
ãåßï ¢ìõíáò, ï ïðïßïò èá ôïõ äþóåé ôç
äõíáôüôçôá íá åðéôçñåß ôéò äñáóôçñéü-
ôçôåò ôïõ ÉñÜí.

«Ðñéí áðü ìåñéêÜ ëåðôÜ, ôï êñÜôïò
ôïõ ÉóñáÞë åêôüîåõóå ôïí äïñõöüñï Ï-
öÝê 9 áðü ôç âÜóç ôïõ Ðáëìáóßì”, óôïí
íüôï ôçò ÷þñáò, áíáöÝñåôáé óõãêåêñé-
ìÝíá óôçí áíáêïßíùóç ôïõ õðïõñãåßïõ,
óýìöùíá ìå ôçí ïðïßá “ôá áðïôåëÝóìá-
ôá ôçò åêôüîåõóçò áõôÞò ðñüêåéôáé íá
åîåôáóèïýí áðü ôçí ôå÷íéêÞ ïìÜäá».

Êáìßá Üëëç ðëçñïöïñßá ãéá ôçí áðï-
óôïëÞ ôïõ äïñõöüñïõ äåí äüèçêå óôç
äçìïóéüôçôá, áëëÜ óýìöùíá ìå ôï êñá-
ôéêü ñáäéüöùíï, ï äïñõöüñïò åßíáé óå
èÝóç íá ëáìâÜíåé åéêüíåò õøçëÞò áíÜ-
ëõóçò êáé ùò åê ôïýôïõ íá åðéâëÝðåé ôï
ðõñçíéêü ðñüãñáììá ôïõ ÉñÜí.

Óå êáôÜóôáóç 
Ýêôáêôçò áíÜãêçò 

ç ÂÁ Âñáæéëßá
ÄåêÜäåò Üíèñùðïé Ý÷ïõí ÷Üóåé ôç æùÞ

ôïõò, åêáôïíôÜäåò áãíïïýíôáé êáé äå-
êÜäåò ÷éëéÜäåò áíáãêÜóôçêáí íá åãêáôá-
ëåßøïõí ôá óðßôéá ôïõò óå ðïëëÝò ðåñéï÷Ýò
ôçò âïñåéïáíáôïëéêÞò Âñáæéëßáò, åîáéôßáò
ôùí åêôåôáìÝíùí ðëçììõñþí ðïõ Ýðëçîáí
ôç ÷þñá.

Ïëüêëçñç ç ÂÁ Âñáæéëßá Ý÷åé êçñõ÷ôåß
óå êáôÜóôáóç Ýêôáêôçò áíÜãêçò, êáèþò ü-
ëåò ïé ðüëåéò áðïôåëïýíôáé áðü ðñü÷åéñá
êáôáóêåõáóìÝíá óðßôéá, ôá ïðïßá äåí Üíôå-
îáí áðÝíáíôé óôïõò ïñìçôéêïýò ÷åßìáññïõò.

Ç çëåêôñïäüôçóç êáé ç ðáñï÷Þ íåñïý Ý-
÷ïõí äéáêïðåß, åíþ ï óôñáôüò Ý÷åé áðïóôåß-
ëåé ðïëëïýò ôüíïõò ôñïößìùí êáé Üëëùí õ-
ëéêþí óôéò ðëçãåßóåò ðåñéï÷Ýò.


