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Tell me a few things about your par-

ents and your childhood.

I was born in Athens and arrived in

Australia when I was just under two

years old. Times were difficult in

Greece then, financially and politically.

My father came from a well-to-do

Athenian army family - his father and

older brother were Army officers but

Dad and his younger brother were both

leftist.  So there were political tensions

in the family, as in many families after

the Greek civil war ended. My mother

came from a poorer, working class fam-

ily but when my parents married, they

stayed with my mother's family. After I

was born and after two failed attempts

to set up his own business, my father

decided we should to migrate to

Australia. Though Mum found it hard

to leave, Dad wanted adventure and a

new start and preferred migrating to

asking for help from the right wing of

his family! It was brave move as, unlike

most migrants, Mum and Dad were the

only members of their family to

migrate.  

Do you recall any stories from the time

your family arrived here in Australia?

It was hard for them without relatives

or neighbours from Greece for support

but they made lots of friends and were

hard working. My father got work as a

"wharfie" and Mum as a piece worker,

sewing at home. Soon, with a loan from

a friend they managed to start their

own business in Oxford St, Paddington,

where we also lived. I did well at pri-

mary school though was a bit lonely, as

our mostly Aussie working class neigh-

bours wouldn't let their children play

with me because I was Greek. I have

many memories of discrimination in

those years. For 5th and 6th class, I was

transferred to Woollahra Opportunity

school as a result of a my high IQ

results in 4th class - do they still do that

national IQ test I wonder? Then I got

into Sydney Girls High School - again

as a result of IQ scores at end of pri-

mary school. This is when we moved to

Surry Hills and my parents opened a

shop on Crown Street. Unlike

Paddington in the fifties, Surry Hills in

the early sixties was full of Greeks. My

parents were  active members of the

Greek Community and very social and

hospitable people. Our shop became a

meeting place for Greeks from all over,

day and night. There was always food

and drink and laughter but most of all,

lots of heated talk about politics.

During the Greek junta we regularly

went up to risk our necks on the slop-

ing roof to get better reception of BBC

radio news. So, though I didn't have

siblings or an extended family, I grew

up in a close, supportive Greek com-

munity and in a strongly political home

environment.

Dad instilled in me from a very early

age a passion for the intellectual life,

an insistence on critical thought, and

an awareness of political and ideologi-

cal processes in all human communica-

tion, especially in the mass media.

Mum was a model communicator - she

was caring, understanding and interest-

ed in people of all kinds - and everyone

loved her. It was because of Dad's

Greek only policy at home that I main-

tained my mother tongue and Greek

culture to the extent that I became fully

bilingual. This wasn't typical - most of

my Greek-Australian peers at the time

could understand but not speak well,

nor read or write Greek at all. Dad,

however, ignored the letters sent home

from school asking parents to speak

only English at home (these were the

White Australia days when a total

assimilation policy was enforced). I had

to attend Greek school 3 afternoons a

week for 6 years through primary

school and then Dad took on my Greek

education after that. Modern Greek

was not taught at high school or uni

then. A regular father-daughter activi-

ty was my reading out articles and

columns in the local Greek newspaper

out aloud, then discussing them with

him. 

I did well in the Higher School

Certificate. I was awarded a

Commonwealth Scholarship and came

in the top ten in the state in English. I

also did well enough to be accepted

into Medicine at Sydney University

which my father really wanted me to

do. I did a year but hated it and trans-

ferred to Arts the next year. My father

was disappointed when  I did Arts and

when I ended up teaching English.

However, he was pleased when I went

on to postgraduate studies and got my

MA in Linguistics in 1982.

Tell me a few things about your first

job.

Worked in the newspaper "The

Greek Herald" when Kalomiris was in

charge and I was still at university. He

had suggested including a column in

English. I was asked to write about fes-

tivals, films, my experiences etc in a

column called  "Greek in English".

After that, I wrote for "The Greek

Voice", a new paper begun by Takis

Kaldis, amongst others. There, in a col-

umn called "Second Generation", I was

encouraged to write 'juicier' columns

about modern youth issues. So, I wrote

about the "disappearing" Greek lan-

guage, about virginity being a "non-

issue" etc. I got lots of critical letters

suggesting I was immoral and saying

things like, 'What kind of people raised

you?' Unfortunately, my photo was at

the top of my column. I was having a

coffee at Kings Cross (the only place in

Sydney that had cafes in those days!)

when a couple of older Greeks sitting

at the next table very loudly told me to

my face how much they disapproved of

me and my ideas. Seeing me at the

Cross must have confirmed my lack of

morals! Luckily my parents were pro-

gressive and took it all in their stride.

What did you do after you finished

University?

Went to Greece for a year. You see,

I had fallen in love with the place when

my parents sent me for a three-month

holiday between school and uni. I got a

job teaching English at an Athens

'frontistirio' (a coaching college).

That's  when I decided never to  teach

anyone under 18 again. My pupils were

teenage terrors who put drawing pins

on my chair and dead mice in my desk. 

When I came back from Greece, I

got a very good job teaching English as

a second language to tertiary educated

adults at the Institute of Languages,

University of NSW. I was earning good

money and finally teaching people who

showed true interest in learning so that

they could practice their professions in

Australia.  But the methods and mate-

rials we were using were definitely not

good enough to meet the needs of

these students. There was no appropri-

ate teacher training in Australia at that

time. So I decided to go to England  in

1976 to complete an RSA diploma

course in teaching English to non-

English speakers. After completing the

diploma, I went to Greece where I

married an Athenian Greek and we

settled for a while. However, my hus-

band didn't want to stay in Greece. We

tried London for a while but in the end

went to Sydney in late 1979. 

I managed to get my old job back at

the University of NSW and became

part of an enthusiastic group of teach-

ers trying to find better ways to teach

the English language. This led me back

to University to study Linguistics. I got

my Masters of Arts in Linguistics  and

then got a permanent position at the

Adult Migrant Education Service

(AMES). Back then, there was a lot of

government funding for the promotion

of English language teaching. I spent

my first years  in this job researching
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ÅíñôïãÜí: «Ôï ÑÊÊ èá 
ðíéãåß óôï ßäéï ôïõ ôï áßìá»

Âáí, Ôïõñêßá

Ó
êëçñÜ ëüãéá ÷ñçóéìïðïßçóå ï Ôïýñ-
êïò ðñùèõðïõñãüò ÑåôæÝð Ôáãßð
ÅñíôïãÜí ãéá ôï êïõñäéêü ÑÊÊ êá-

ôÜ ôç äéÜñêåéá ôåëåôÞò ãéá ôïõò 11 Ôïýñ-
êïõò óôñáôéþôåò ðïõ Ý÷áóáí ôç æùÞ ôïõò -ü-
ðùò êáé áñêåôïß Êïýñäïé áíôÜñôåò- óå óõ-
ãêñïýóåéò ôï ÓÜââáôï, ëÝãïíôáò üôé ôï
«ÑÊÊ èá ðíéãåß óôï ßäéï ôïõ ôï áßìá».

Ï Ôïýñêïò ðñùèõðïõñãüò, ìáæß ìå ôçí
óôñáôéùôéêÞ çãåóßá ôçò ÷þñáò, õðïäÝ÷èçêå
ôá öÝñåôñá ôùí 11 íåêñþí Ôïýñêùí öáíôÜ-
ñùí óôï áåñïäñüìéï ôïõ Âáí. «ÓÞìåñá äåí

èá êÜíïõìå ÷áñïýìåíïõò ôïõò ðñïäüôåò, èá
õðåñáóðéóôïýìå áõôü ôï Ýäáöïò çñùéêÜ, ìå
áðïöáóéóôéêüôçôá áðÝíáíôé óôïõò å÷èñïýò
êáé ôïõò ôñïìïêñÜôåò» áíÝöåñå ï Ñ.Ô.Åñ-
íôïãÜí. «Èá ëéþóïõí óôï ßäéï ôïõò ôï óêï-
ôÜäé, èá ðíéãïýí óôï ßäéï ôïõò ôï áßìá» äÞ-
ëùóå ÷áñáêôçñéóôéêÜ ï Ôïýñêïò ðñùèõ-
ðïõñãüò, êáôáëÞãïíôáò ðùò ïé Ýíïðëåò äõ-
íÜìåéò èá äþóïõí «ôçí áðáñáßôçôç áðÜíôç-
óç». Ï áñéèìüò ôùí íåêñþí êáôÜ ôéò óõ-
ìðëïêÝò ôïõ ÓáââÜôïõ Þôáí áðü ôïõò õøç-
ëüôåñïõò ôùí ôåëåõôáßùí åôþí.

ÌåôÜ ôéò óõãêñïýóåéò ôïõ ÓáââÜôïõ, ï
ôïõñêéêüò óôñáôüò ðÝñáóå óôçí áíôåðßèåóç
êáé âïìâÜñäéóå èÝóåéò óôï âüñåéï ÉñÜê, óôéò
ïðïßåò èåùñåßôáé üôé Ý÷ïõí âñåé êáôáöýãéï
ïé Êïýñäïé áíôÜñôåò. ÁíÜìåóá óôïõò ôïõëÜ-
÷éóôïí 22 íåêñïýò åßíáé êáé ìßá Ýöçâç, ôï
ðñþôï Üìá÷ï èýìá áõôþí ôùí çìåñþí.

Ïé óõãêñïýóåéò ìåôáîý Êïýñäùí áíôáñ-
ôþí êáé ôïõñêéêïý óôñáôïý êëéìáêþíïíôáé
êáôÜ êáíüíá êÜèå Üíïéîç, üôáí åßíáé åõêï-
ëüôåñç ç äéÝëåõóç áðü ôá ïñåéíÜ ðåñÜóìá-
ôá ôùí ôïõñêïéñáêéíþí óõíüñùí. Ôïí ðåñá-
óìÝíï ìÞíá, ïé íåêñïß Êïýñäïé áíôÜñôåò õ-
ðïëïãßæïíôáé óå 120 êáôÜ ôç äéÜñêåéá áåñï-
ðïñéêþí åðéäñïìþí êáé ìßáò ÷åñóáßáò åðé-
÷åßñçóçò ôïõ ôïõñêéêïý óôñáôïý óôï âüñåéï
ÉñÜê.

O Ôïýñêïò ðñùèõðïõñãüò Ñ.Ô.ÅíñôïãÜí
êáé ï áñ÷çãüò ôïõ ôïõñêéêïý ÃÅÓ É.Ìðá-
óìðïýã êáôÜ ôç äéÜñêåéá ðñïóåõ÷Þò ãéá

ôïõò 11 íåêñïýò óôï áåñïäñüìéï ôïõ Âáí

Ôç ìåñéêÞ Üñóç ôïõ áðïêëåéóìïý 
ôçò ÃÜæáò áíáêïßíùóå ôï ÉóñáÞë
ÉåñïõóáëÞì, ÉóñáÞë

Ó÷Ýäéï ãéá ôçí ìåñéêÞ
Üñóç ôïõ áðïêëåéóìïý

ôçò Ëùñßäáò ôçò ÃÜæáò ðá-
ñïõóßáóå ôçí ÊõñéáêÞ ôï
ãñáöåßï ôïõ ðñùèõðïõñãïý
ôïõ ÉóñáÞë.  Ôá ðåñéóóüôå-
ñá áãáèÜ èá åðéôñÝðåôáé
ðëÝïí íá ðåñíïýí óôçí ÃÜ-
æá, åêôüò åÜí ðñüêåéôáé ãéá
üðëá Þ õëéêÜ ðïõ ìðïñïýí
íá ÷ñçóéìïðïéçèïýí óôçí
êáôáóêåõÞ üðëùí.

Óå áíáêïßíùóç ðïõ åîÝ-
äùóå ôï ãñáöåßï ôïõ
Ìð.ÍåôáíéÜ÷ïõ áíáöÝñåôáé

üôé ôï ÉóñáÞë èá äçìïóéåý-
óåé «ôï ôá÷ýôåñï äõíáôüí»
Ýíáí êáôÜëïãï ìå ôá áðáãï-
ñåõìÝíá áãáèÜ êáé üëá ôá
õðüëïéðá ðïõ äåí èá áíá-

öÝñïíôáé óôïí êáôÜëïãï èá
åðéôñÝðåôáé íá äéáêéíïýíôáé
óôïí áðïêëåéóìÝíï èýëáêá,
ðïõ åëÝã÷åôáé áðü ôçí éóëá-
ìéêÞ ïñãÜíùóç ×áìÜò.

Ç íÝá áõôÞ äéáäéêáóßá èá
åðéôñÝðåé ôçí åéóáãùãÞ ïé-
êïäïìéêþí õëéêþí ãéá ðñï-
ãñÜììáôá óôÝãáóçò õðü äéå-
èíÞ åðéôÞñçóç, êáèþò êáé
åéäþí ôñïößìùí. ÐáñÜëëç-
ëá, èá áõîçèåß ç ñïÞ ðïéêß-
ëùí áãáèþí ðñïò ôçí áðï-
êëåéóìÝíç ðåñéï÷Þ.

Ïé áëëáãÝò áõôÝò õðÞñîáí
ìéá ðñüôáóç ôïõ åéäéêïý á-
ðåóôáëìÝíïõ ôïõ ÊïõáñôÝ-
ôïõ ãéá ôç ÌÝóç ÁíáôïëÞ,
Ôüíé Ìðëåñ êáé Ýñ÷ïíôáé ìå-
ôÜ ôéò Ýíôïíåò äéåèíåßò ðéÝ-
óåéò ðïõ äÝ÷åôáé ôï ÉóñáÞë
ýóôåñá áðü ôçí åðßèåóç óôïí
óôïëßóêï ðïõ ìåôÝöåñå âïÞ-
èåéá óôç Ëùñßäá ôçò ÃÜæáò.

Ïé ÇíùìÝíåò Ðïëéôåßåò á-
íáêïßíùóáí üôé óôçñßæïõí
ôç ìåñéêÞ Üñóç ôïõ áðïêëåé-
óìïý ôçò Ëùñßäáò ôçò ÃÜæáò
ðïõ áðïöÜóéóå ôï ÉóñáÞë.

ÌÜëéóôá, ï Áìåñéêáíüò
ðñüåäñïò ÌðáñÜê ÏìðÜìá
èá óõæçôÞóåé ôï èÝìá ôïõ á-
ðïêëåéóìïý ôçò Ëùñßäáò ôçò
ÃÜæáò ìå ôïí Éóñáçëéíü
ðñùèõðïõñãü óôéò 6 Éïõëß-
ïõ, êáôÜ ôç äéÜñêåéá åðß-
óêåøçò ôïõ äåýôåñïõ óôçí
ÏõÜóéíãêôïí.

Åãêëùâßóôçêáí åñãÜôåò 
óå áíèñáêùñõ÷åßï óôçí Êßíá
ÔïõëÜ÷éóôïí 64 åñãÜôåò ðáãéäåýôçêáí óå áíèñáêùñõ-

÷åßï óôçí êåíôñéêÞ Êßíá, Ýðåéôá áðü Ýêñçîç ðïõ óç-
ìåéþèçêå  óôéò óôïÝò ôïõ.

Ç Ýêñçîç óçìåéþèçêå óôçí ðåñéï÷Þ Ãïõåúíôüíãê, óôï
äçìïôéêü äéáìÝñéóìá ÐéíãêíôéíãêóÜí, óôçí åðáñ÷ßá
×åíÜí, ìå áðïôÝëåóìá íá áðïêëåéóèïýí óôéò óôïÝò 64
åñãÜôåò. H Ýêñçîç ïöåßëåôáé óôçí áíÜöëåîç åíüò öïñ-
ôßïõ ðõñßôéäáò, ç ïðïßá âñéóêüôáí áðïèçêåõìÝíç êïíôÜ
óôï ïñõ÷åßï. ¸îé áíèñáêùñý÷ïé êáôÝóôç äõíáôüí íá
äéáóùèïýí êáé íá áíáóõñèïýí óôçí åðéöÜíåéá óþïé.

Ôá ïñõ÷åßá óôçí Êßíá ðåñéëáìâÜíïíôáé óôá ðëÝïí å-
ðéêßíäõíá óôïí êüóìï, ðáñÜ ôç âåëôßùóç ôùí óõíèçêþí
áóöáëåßáò.  Íá óçìåéùèåß ðùò ôï 2009, 2.600 åñãÜôåò Ý-
÷áóáí ôç æùÞ ôïõò, óýìöùíá ìå ôá åðßóçìá óôïé÷åßá.


