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Dear Mr Theo.

Thank you for your letter of 20 April 2010 to the Hon Julia Gillard
MP, Minister for Education, concerning the possible inclusion of Mod-
ern Greek in the Australian Curriculum. The Minister has asked me to
reply on her behalf.

The Australian Government is committed to languages education in
Australian schools and recognises the importance of young people
learning a language, including Greek. Greek is one of Australia’s major
community languages, a reflection of the significant contributions the
Greek-Australian community has made to the cultural and social devel-
opment of Australia.

Under the National Education Agreement (NEA) the goverment is
providing significant funding to the states and territories for languages
education in government schools and community language schools. The
NEA allows state and territory education authorities the flexibility to
target resources according to individual jurisdictional priorities and ed-
ucational needs. Funding can be used to support Greek language pro-
grams.

The Government is also providing $56.4 million over 2009 to 2012
through the Schools Assistance Act 2008, to support the teaching of lan-
guages, including European languages, in non-goverment schools.

As you are aware, the second stage of national curriculum develop-
ment being overseen by the Australian Curriculum, Assessment and
Reporting Authority (ACARA) will include languages, along with ge-
ography and the arts. An initial shaping paper for languages will be re-
leased in mid 2010 for public consultation.

In its work to date to develop the Australian Curriculum, ACARA
has drawn upon the considerable curriculum expertise in the states and
Territories. ACARA has also engaged in extensive consultations with
the education community, including parents, teachers, principals, pro-
fessional organisations, academics and representatives from the busi-
ness and industry sectors.

It is anticipated that public consultation about languages education
may cover issues such as:

• which languages should be selected for the development of lan-
guage specific curricula;

• how to cater for the diversity of language learners that their dis-
tinctive pathways (such as heritage and background speakers); and

• how to address transition and continuity of language learning
This consultation will assist in shaping the future direction of a na-

tional curriculum for languages.
I would encourage you and other members of the Greek-Australian

community, to provide feedback on the Shape of the Australian Cur-
riculum: Languages paper once it is released. You may wish to monitor
the ACARA website at www.acara.edu.au to keep up to date on
progress in the development of the language curriculum.

I would also encourage you to communicate your views on the impor-
tance of the inclusion of Greek in the Australian Curriculum to
ACARA. For your information, ACARA’s contact details are: 

Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority
Level 10
255 Pitt Street
Sydney NSW 2000
PHONE: 1300 895 563

I trust this information is of assistance. I thank you for your commit-
ment to languages education in Australia.

Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations
Pope told Cyprus’ Christian 

heritage under threat 

CYPRUS last week told Pope Benedict
its Christian heritage was under threat
from its decades-old division, a conflict
harming Turkey’s bid to join the Euro-
pean Union.  Benedict wrapped up a
three-day visit to the Mediterranean is-
land on June 6, where St Paul preached
2,000 years ago. It is now split between its
Greek and Turkish populations since
Turkey invaded its north in 1974.

“It is particularly disturbing that for 36
years our cultural and religious heritage in
the occupied areas is being destroyed, and
this constitutes a loss for mankind in gen-
eral,” Cypriot President Dimitris Christo-
fias told Benedict during a meeting. Bene-
dict only visited the south of the island,
territory run by Cyprus’ internationally
recognised Greek-Cypriot government.
He stayed at a Franciscan monastery in
the buffer zone, no-man’s land splitting
Cyprus east to west and patrolled by Unit-
ed Nations troops. The pope has said his
visit was not political and mostly skirted
around the highly complex issue of
Cyprus’ division.

But in a speech to Archbishop Chrysos-

tomos, head of Cyprus’ Orthodox Church,
Benedict said he hoped all “could find the
wisdom and strength to work together for
a just settlement”. He urged all to “strive
for peace and reconciliation and to build
for future generations a society distin-
guished by respect for the rights of all, in-
cluding the inalienable rights to freedom
of conscience and freedom of worship”.
Cyprus’ more than 500 churches and mon-
uments have been destroyed since 1974.
On a visit to a museum, Benedict was
shown  priceless mosaics dating from the
6th century hacked-off the walls of a
church in northern Cyprus and then sold
on the black market. The Cypriot Church
won them back in a court battle in the U-
nited States. “A great part of the spiritual
and cultural heritage of Cyprus continues
to be under the occupation of the Turkish
army,” said Christofias. The main purpose
of the pope’s trip to Cyprus was the re-
lease  of a working document for a synod
of Catholic bishops from the Middle East
to be held at the Vatican in October.

ATHENS NEWS

Pope arrives to celebrate a mass at the Church of the Holy Cross 
at the UN-controlled buffer zone of the divided capital

Inflation hits 13-year high
CONSUMER inflation jumped to a 13-year high in May, straining household

budgets and efforts to restore competitiveness as Greece struggles with its worst
recession in decades.

Fuel, tobacco, alcohol and fuel tax hikes, agreed as part of a multi-billion euro
“pain-for-gain” rescue plan, pushed consumer price inflation to a higher-than-ex-
pected 5.4 percent annual pace in May, its highest since August 1997. Growth in
the consumer-driven economy, which makes up about 2.5 percent of the eurozone,
is central to efforts to raise more tax revenue and cut its 300 billion euro debt pile.

The inflation jump came after a 4.8 percent gain on the year in April. The Greek
Statistical Agency’s figures show inflation was fuelled by spikes in prices on alcohol
and tobacco products, which jumped by 16.9 percent compared to May 2009, and a
20.3 percent increase in transportation costs due to higher fuel and VAT taxes.

Consumer prices rose 0.8 percent in May month-on-month. In the same month a
year earlier the annual rate of inflation was 0.5 percent. 

“That’s bad news all across the board,” said Diego Iscaro, an economist at IHS
Global Insight. “Domestic demand is already being hit by high unemployment,
tight credit conditions and very low confidence. Now you have prices increasing at
very high rates ... which hit private consumption even more.”

Ôïõ ÊÙÓÔÁ Ã. ÔÓÁÐÏÃÁ 

Ô
ï ÉóñáÞë åßíáé ìéá óõìðõêíù-
ìÝíç ÷þñá, üðïõ üëá üóá å-
íôïðßæïíôáé óå Üëëåò ðåñéï÷Ýò

ðáñïõóéÜæïíôáé åíôïíüôåñá, óå ìéá
êáôÜóôáóç «åâáðïñÝ». 

Äåí åßíáé ìüíï ç öõóéêÞ óõìðßåóç
ôùí êáôïßêùí ôïõ óå Ýíá áóöõêôéêÜ
ìéêñïóêïðéêü êïììÜôé ãçò, ðïõ êáé á-
ðü ìüíç ôçò èá áñêïýóå ãéá ôçí åêäÞ-
ëùóç óõëëïãéêþí íåõñþóåùí. Åßíáé
êáé ç ðõêíüôçôá ôçò áßóèçóçò äéáñ-
êïýò õðáñîéáêÞò áðåéëÞò, ç ìåôá-
ôñáõìáôéêÞ áðïìüíùóç êáé äéüãêùóç
ôìçìÜôùí ôçò Éóôïñßáò, ç äéáñêÞò á-
íáóöÜëåéá ôçò ôáõôüôçôáò êáé ðïëëÜ
Üëëá ðïõ óõíáíôþíôáé êáé óå Üëëåò
÷þñåò áëëÜ óõ÷íÜ îåöåýãïõí ôçò ðá-
ñáôÞñçóçò. Åêåß ðáßñíïõí óõ÷íÜ èç-
ñéþäåéò äéáóôÜóåéò ðïõ êáíåßò äåí
ìðïñåß íá áãíïÞóåé. Ãéá ðáñÜäåéãìá,
ç ôñáãéêÞ áíéêáíüôçôá ôùí êïéíùíéþí
íá ðáñÜãïõí ðëÝïí ôéò ðïëéôéêÝò çãå-
óßåò ðïõ áðáéôåß ç áíôéìåôþðéóç ôùí
óýã÷ñïíùí ìåôáó÷çìáôéêþí ðñïêëÞ-
óåùí åêåß ðáñáôçñåßôáé ü÷é áðëþò
äéÜ ãõìíïý ïöèáëìïý, áëëÜ êáé áðü
áðüóôáóç ÷éëéïìÝôñùí. Ôï áðïôÝëå-
óìá ôçò áìÞ÷áíçò åììïíÞò óå êáôá-
óôñïöéêÜ åîáñôçìÝíá áíáêëáóôéêÜ
êáé ôïõ óõíäõáóìïý âñùìåñÞò äéá-
öèïñÜò êáé êáèáñÞò âëáêåßáò óôçí å-
îïõóßá Ý÷åé óôçí êõñéïëåîßá èáíáôç-
öüñá áðïôåëÝóìáôá óå âÜñïò ôçò ß-
äéáò ôçò êïéíùíßáò, üðùò óôçí ðåñß-
ðôùóç ôïõ ðïëÝìïõ óôïí Ëßâáíï, ôçò
ôåëåõôáßáò åéóâïëÞò óôç ÃÜæá êáé ôçò
ðñüóöáôçò, çëßèéáò Ýìðíåõóçò êáé å-
êôÝëåóçò, åðßèåóçò óôïí «Óôïëßóêï
ôçò Åëåõèåñßáò». 

Ç áõôïêáôáóôñïöéêÞ áíéêáíüôçôá
äåí åßíáé üìùò áðïêëåéóôéêü ðñïíü-
ìéï ôçò óçìåñéíÞò éóñáçëéíÞò ðïëéôé-
êÞò ôÜîçò êáé ôçò ðáãéäåõìÝíçò óôçí
Ýëëåéøç óïâáñþí ðïëéôéêþí åðéëïãþí
éóñáçëéíÞò êïéíùíßáò, áðëþò áëëïý
ôá áðïôåëÝóìáôá äéá÷Ýïíôáé, âñßóêï-
íôáé óå ìåãáëýôåñç áñáßùóç êáé Ýôóé
åðéôñÝðïõí áêüìá ôç äéáôÞñçóç êÜ-
ðïéùí (üëï êáé ëéãüôåñùí) øåõäáé-
óèÞóåùí. Óôç öÜóç áõôÞ âñßóêïíôáé
ïé êïéíùíßåò ðïõ áðïêïéìÞèçêáí ãéá
íá ÷ùíÝøïõí ôï ðñüóöáôï öáãïðüôé
êáé áñ÷ßæïõí ìüëéò ôþñá íá îõðíÜíå
áðü ôá óêïõíôÞìáôá ôïõ ãêáñóïíéïý
ðïõ öÝñíåé ôïí ëïãáñéáóìü êáé íá
ôóáêþíïíôáé áðëþò ãéá ôï ðïéïò èá
ôïí ðëçñþóåé. Óôç öÜóç áõôÞ ôçò æá-
ëéóìÝíçò ìåôÜâáóçò áðü ôï üíåéñï

óôçí ðñáãìáôéêüôçôá, êÜðïéïé Ý÷ïõí
óõãêñéôéêÜ ðëåïíåêôÞìáôá. Åßôå äéüôé
ïõäÝðïôå ðáñÜöáãáí ãéá íá áðïêïé-
ìçèïýí, åßôå äéüôé ôï ìáãáæß ôïõò åßíáé
ãùíéáêü êáé óõã÷ùñåß ôá ëÜèç ôïõò. 

Óôçí Ôïõñêßá, ç áëëáãÞ ôïõ ðïëéôé-
êïý óêçíéêïý Ý÷åé îåêéíÞóåé åäþ êáé
÷ñüíéá. Ç áíáíôéóôïé÷ßá êïéíùíßáò
êáé ðïëéôéêÞò åêðñïóþðçóçò äåí Ýãé-
íå îáöíéêÜ áíôéëçðôÞ, öùôéóìÝíç áðü
ôïõò ðñïâïëåßò ìéáò äïìéêÞò êñßóçò,
üðùò áëëïý. ÐñïÝêõøå óôáäéáêÜ á-
êïëïõèþíôáò ãíÞóéåò êáé åêôåôáìÝíåò
åóùôåñéêÝò êïéíùíéêÝò áëëáãÝò ðïõ
âñÞêáí óôáäéáêÜ ôçí ðïëéôéêÞ ôïõò
Ýêöñáóç. ÃíÞóéåò êïéíùíéêÝò áëëáãÝò
êáé ü÷é åðéöáíåéáêÝò êáé ðñüóêáéñåò
ôïõ ôýðïõ äçìéïõñãßáò ôÜîçò êïìðéíá-
äüñùí áåñéôæÞäùí ðáñÜ ôù ðïëéôéêþ
óõóôÞìáôé, üðùò áëëïý. Êñßóåéò õðÞñ-
îáí êáé õðÜñ÷ïõí, áëëÜ Þôáí êáé åßíáé
ïé öõóéïëïãéêÝò äïíÞóåéò ìéáò åõñýôå-
ñçò êïéíùíéêÞò áëëáãÞò, óõ÷íÜ ïäõ-
íçñÝò áëëÜ ü÷é óõíôñéðôéêÝò. ÁðïôÝ-
ëåóìá åßíáé ç óçìåñéíÞ ðïëéôéêÞ çãå-
óßá ôçò Ôïõñêßáò íá ÷áñáêôçñßæåôáé
áðü êÜðïéïõò «åðáíáóôáôéêÞ», Ýóôù
êáé áí ï ÷áñáêôçñéóìüò áõôüò óõíï-
äåýåôáé áðü ðïëëÝò åðéöõëÜîåéò. Ôï
âÝâáéï åßíáé üôé óå ôßðïôá äåí èõìßæåé
ôçí áóöõêôéêÜ ðáãéäåõìÝíç óôïõò ðå-
ñéïñéóìïýò ôçò éóñáçëéíÞ ðïëéôéêÞ ç-
ãåóßá Þ, ôçñïõìÝíùí ôùí áíáëïãéþí,
ôï ðïëéôéêü äéá÷åéñéóôéêü ðñïóùðéêü
ôçò Åõñþðçò. 

ÅðéðëÝïí, ôï «ìáãáæß» åßíáé üíôùò
«ãùíéáêü» êáé ü÷é ìüíï óôéò ïíåéñþ-
îåéò ôùí éäéïêôçôþí ôïõ. Áêüìá ðåñéó-
óüôåñï, ç áîßá ôïõ Ý÷åé áíÝâåé, üðùò
óôéò ðåñéðôþóåéò üóùí âñÝèçêáí êï-
íôÜ óå íÝïõò óôáèìïýò ôïõ ìåôñü. Äéü-
ôé óôçí ðÜíôá åðßêáéñç ãåùãñáöéêÞ

äéáìåóïëÜâçóç Äýóçò-ÁíáôïëÞò,
ðñïóôßèåôáé ôþñá ç ðïëéôéóìéêÞ äéá-
ìåóïëÜâçóç Äýóçò - ÉóëÜì. 

Ôñï÷ïðÝäç êáé ðëåïíÝêôçìá, ôï ï-
èùìáíéêü éìðåñéáëéóôéêü ðáñåëèüí.
Ôï «ãíùñéæüìáóôå» ôïõ Íôáâïýôï-
ãëïõ Ý÷åé äéðëÞ áíÜãíùóç. Êáé, ìÝ÷ñé
ðñéí áðü ëßãï êáéñü, óôïí áñáâéêü êü-
óìï, üðïõ åß÷áí öèÜóåé ïé ôïõñêéêïß
óôñïããõëïß ìéíáñÝäåò äßðëá óôïõò ôå-
ôñÜãùíïõò áñáâéêïýò, ç «ãíùñéìßá»
åß÷å áöÞóåé Üó÷çìç ãåýóç. 

Ðñéí áðü ëßãïõò ìÞíåò, ïé áðåóôáë-
ìÝíïé ôçò «Åëåõèåñïôõðßáò» êáé ôïõ
«Å» óôç Ëùñßäá ôçò ÃÜæáò, Íôßíá Âá-
ãåíÜ êáé ÃéÜííçò Ìðïãéüðïõëïò, ìå-
ôÝäéäáí ùò ìïíáäéêïß áíåîÜñôçôïé Äõ-
ôéêïß áõôüðôåò ìÜñôõñåò ôá áðïôåëÝ-
óìáôá ôçò ðñïóöïñÜò ôïõ ÉóñáÞë óôï
îåðÝñáóìá ôçò äõóðéóôßáò áíÜìåóá
óôï ÉóëÜì êáé ôçí Ôïõñêßá: ôç èÜëáó-
óá áðü ôïõñêéêÝò óçìáßåò ðïõ õðïäÝ-
÷ïíôáí óôï ðÝñáóìá ôçò ÑÜöá, áíÜìå-
óá óôç Ëùñßäá ôçò ÃÜæáò êáé ôçí Áß-
ãõðôï, ôçí êáðåëùìÝíç áðü ôïõò
Ôïýñêïõò áðïóôïëÞ äéåèíïýò âïÞ-
èåéáò óôïõò Ýãêëåéóôïõò Ðáëáéóôéíß-
ïõò. 

Ðñéí áðü ëßãåò ìÝñåò, óôá äéåèíÞ ý-
äáôá ôçò Ìåóïãåßïõ, ç éóñáçëéíÞ óõ-
íåéóöïñÜ óôá ó÷Ýäéá ôçò Ôïõñêßáò Þ-
ôáí ôüóï áðëü÷åñç, ðïõ ï ìüíïò ôñü-
ðïò íá ìçí åðéâåâáéþíåé ôéò ÷åéñüôå-
ñåò åêôéìÞóåéò ãéá ôçí ðïéüôçôá üóùí
ðáßñíïõí ôéò áðïöÜóåéò óôï ÉóñáÞë
åßíáé íá õðïôåèåß üôé ôï ôáêôéêü öéÜ-
óêï áðïôåëïýóå óôñáôçãéêÞ åðéëïãÞ
ïéêïäüìçóçò ôïõ ðñïößë ôçò Ôïõñêß-
áò, þóôå íá áðïêôÞóåé ìåãáëýôåñç
äéåéóäõôéêüôçôá óôïí éóëáìéêü êüóìï
áðùèþíôáò Üëëåò äõíÜìåéò. 

ÔÝôïéá ìáêéáâåëéêÞ åõóôñïößá, áí
êáé äåí ìðïñåß íá áðïêëåéóôåß, äýóêï-
ëá ôáéñéÜæåé ìå ôç ãåíéêÞ åéêüíá ôçò
óçìåñéíÞò éóñáçëéíÞò ðïëéôéêÞò çãå-
óßáò. Áêüìá êáé ìåôÜ ôç äéáíïçôéêÜ
êáôáóôñïöéêÞ ïêôáåôßá Ìðïõò, ðéï
åýêïëá ìðïñåß íá õðïèÝóåé êáíåßò ôçí
ýðáñîç åíüò ôÝôïéïõ ó÷åäßïõ ôùí Ç-
ÐÁ ðïõ, ÷ôßæïíôáò ôï ðñïößë ôçò
Ôïõñêßáò, ðåôõ÷áßíïõí ìå Ýíá óìðÜñï
ðïëëÜ ôñõãüíéá: 

1 Áóêïýí, ìÝóù Ôïõñêßáò, óôï Éó-
ñáÞë ðéÝóåéò ðïõ ãéá åóùôåñéêïýò ëü-
ãïõò áðïöåýãïõí íá áóêÞóïõí áðåõ-
èåßáò ïé ßäéåò. 

2 Äçìéïõñãïýí ôéò ðñïûðïèÝóåéò
ðñïþèçóçò ìéáò éó÷õñÞò, ìåôñéïðá-
èïýò êáé ó÷åôéêÜ óõíåííïÞóéìçò ÷þ-
ñáò óå çãåôéêÞ èÝóç óôïí éóëáìéêü êü-

óìï. 
3 Åíéó÷ýïõí ôá åðé÷åéñÞìáôÜ ôïõò

ãéá ôçí ðñïþèçóç ôçò ÷þñáò áõôÞò
óôïõò åõñùðáúêïýò èåóìïýò. 

Áí üíôùò óõìâáßíåé êÜôé ôÝôïéï, ç
êïéíÞ ðñüôáóç Ôïõñêßáò - Âñáæéëßáò
ãéá ôá ðõñçíéêÜ ôïõ ÉñÜí, áêïëïõèïý-
ìåíç áðü ôçí áñíçôéêÞ øÞöï ôùí äýï
áõôþí ÷ùñþí óôï Óõìâïýëéï Áóöá-
ëåßáò ôïõ ÏÇÅ, êüíôñá óôéò èÝóåéò
ôùí ÇÐÁ, Þôáí óçìáíôéêÞ ãéá ôá óêÝ-
ëç 1 êáé 2. Ôï üôé ï ðñùèõðïõñãüò ôçò
Ôïõñêßáò, ÑåôæÝð Ôáãßð ÅñíôïãÜí,
êáé ï ðñüåäñïò ôçò Âñáæéëßáò, Ëïõßæ
ÉíÜóéï Ëïýëá íôá Óßëâá, åß÷áí ëÜâåé
áðü ôéò 20 Áðñéëßïõ åðéóôïëÞ ôïõ
ÌðáñÜê ÏìðÜìá ðïõ ðåñéÝãñáöå ôçí
áôåëÝóöïñç ðáëáéüôåñç ðñïóðÜèåéá
ôùí ÇÐÁ ãéá ìåôáöïñÜ ôïõ éñáíéêïý
åìðëïõôéóìÝíïõ ïõñáíßïõ óôï åîùôå-
ñéêü ìå áíôÜëëáãìá ôçí åëåã÷üìåíç
ðáñï÷Þ ðõñçíéêþí êáõóßìùí, êÜôé
ðïõ ôåëéêÜ óõìöþíçóáí ç Ôïõñêßá
êáé ç Âñáæéëßá ìå ôï ÉñÜí ãéá íá á-
ðïññéöèåß áðü ôéò ÇÐÁ, åíéó÷ýåé ôéò
õðïèÝóåéò ðåñß áìåñéêáíéêïý ó÷åäß-
ïõ, ðáñÜ ôéò äéáøåýóåéò ôçò ÏõÜóé-
ãêôïí. 

Ïé äçëþóåéò ðïõ Ýêáíå ôçí ðåñá-
óìÝíç ÐáñáóêåõÞ ï Áìåñéêáíüò õ-
ðïõñãüò Áìõíáò, Ñüìðåñô ÃêÝéôò,
óýìöùíá ìå ôéò ïðïßåò ç Ôïõñêßá á-
ðïìáêñýíåôáé áðü ôç Äýóç åðåéäÞ ç
Åõñþðç áñíåßôáé íá ôçò ðñïóöÝñåé
åõñùðáúêÞ åíôáîéáêÞ ðñïïðôéêÞ, ìðï-
ñåß êÜëëéóôá íá åíôÜóóïíôáé óôï óêÝ-
ëïò 3. 

Áí éó÷ýïõí üëá áõôÜ, óçìáíôéêü åß-
íáé íá äéåñåõíçèåß êáôÜ ðüóï ïé ó÷å-
äéáóìïß Ý÷ïõí ëÜâåé õðüøç ôïõò Ýíá
óôïé÷åßï ðïõ ìïéñÜæïíôáé ïé áðüãïíïé
ðñþçí áõôïêñáôïñéþí (óôç óõãêåêñé-
ìÝíç ðåñßðôùóç ç Ôïõñêßá êáé ç Âñå-
ôáíßá) óôçí ðñïóðÜèåéÜ ôïõò íá áíá-
êôÞóïõí êÜðïéá áðü ôçí ðáëáéÜ åðéñ-
ñïÞ, ðÝñáí ôçò éêáíüôçôáò íá óõíäÝ-
ïõí êÜðïéá áðü ôá óõìöÝñïíôÜ ôïõò
ìå ôá óõìöÝñïíôá ôùí ÇÐÁ, åîáóöá-
ëßæïíôáò Ýôóé êáé ôçí áíï÷Þ óôçí åðé-
äßùîç êÜðïéùí áðü ôá õðüëïéðá. 

Äéüôé áí ï Ñüìðåñô ÃêÝéôò Ýâëåðå
îåêÜèáñá ôéò ïìïéüôçôåò ôçò Ôïõñêßáò
ìå ôç íçóéùôéêÞ ÷þñá üðïõ ìéá åöçìå-
ñßäá («ÔÜéìò») Ýãñáöå êÜðïôå ðùò
«åðéêñáôåß êáêïêáéñßá óôç ÌÜã÷ç, ç
Åõñþðç áðïêëåéóìÝíç» áðü ôç Âñå-
ôáíßá, èá ëÜìâáíå õðüøç ôïõ ôçí
ôïõñêéêÞ ïðôéêÞ, üôé äåí åßíáé ç Ôïõñ-
êßá ðïõ áðïìáêñýíåôáé áðü ôç Äýóç
áëëÜ ç Äýóç áðü ôçí Ôïõñêßá. 

ÐïëéôéêÞ âëáêåßá êáé ç ôïõñêéêÞ åîáßñåóç


