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Visiting Greek Wine Makers In 
The Frame As Fine Wine Producers

The visit this month by
leading Greek wine mak-
ers Yiannis
Paraskevopoulos of GAIA
Wines and Stellios
Boutaris of Kir Yianni un-
derscores the great leap
forward in the Greek
wine industry over the
last fifteen years.

A
lthough wine has
been made in Greece
for over 6000 years it

is only in the current decade
that wine critics and con-
sumers have witnessed the
high quality of wine now made
in this country. The fact that
Greece boasts over 300 indige-
nous varieties has allowed the
development of wines with a
point of difference from other
European countries.

Yiannis Paraskevopoulos,
Partner and Oenologist from
Gaia Estate and Stellios
Boutaris, fourth generation
winemaker from Kir Yianni,
will give series of seminars and

tastings aimed at the trade,
and wine dinners and tastings
for consumers, in Brisbane
Sydney and Melbourne be-
tween 2 and 10 June. The em-
phasis will be on wines based
on native varieties, in particu-
lar Assyrtiko (white), grown

mainly on the island Santorini,
Agiorgitiko, grown mainly in
Nemea in the Peloponnese,
and Xinomavro (red), grown
widely in the northern
province of Macedonia.

Yiannis Paraskevopoulos’
knowledge of wine and espe-
cially Greek wine is extensive.
After studying in Bordeaux,

Yiannis worked for some
years for Boutari, before set-
ting up GAIA Wines with his
business partner and agrono-
mist

Leon Karatsalos in 1994. As
professor of oenology at A-
thens Technical Institute, he
has trained many of the y-
ounger generation of wine-
makers.

Stellios Boutaris is the
fourth generation of Boutaris
to be involved on the wine in-
dustry in Greece. Stellios took
over as managing director of
Kir Yianni four years ago and
continues the quest for the
highest quality in Greek wines
utilising unique indigenous
grape varieties. “Good wines
are made in the winery and

great wines are made in the
vineyard” says Stellios.

This visit is part of a three
year program financed with
aid from the European Union
and the Greek Government.
For further information con-
tact John Lamb at Douglas
Lamb Wines

PROGRAM

Please note that for Bris-
bane events Yiannis
Paraskevopoulos will be pres-
ent and for Sydney and Mel-
bourne events both Yiannis
Paraskevopoulos and Stellios
Boutaris will be present.

For Wine Amateurs

Brisbane Wednesday June 2
Gourmet Traveller Wine
Readers Dinner commencing
7pm Era Bistro

102 Melbourne St, South
Brisbane QLD 4101 (07) 3832
4722 or  www.erabistro.com.au 

Melbourne Saturday June 5
Free Customer Tasting
12noon - 2pm The Prince

Wine Store,
177 Bank Street, South Mel-

bourne, Vic 3205 (03) 9686
3033
www.princewinestore.com.au 

Melbourne Saturday June 5
Antipodes Festival Tasting
4pm - 6pm Europa Cellars

50-152 Wellington Parade,
East Melbourne Vic 3002,
Australia (03) 9662 2722
www.antipodesfestival.com.au 

Melbourne Monday June 7
Gourmet Traveller Wine
Readers Dinner commencing
7pm The Press Club,

72 Flinders Street, Mel-
bourne VIC 3000 (03) 9677
9677 or
www.thepressclub.com.au 

Sydney Wednesday June 9
Ultimo Wine Centre Dinner
@ 7pm Sepia Restaurant, 201
Sussex St, Sydney NSW 2000,

(02) 9211 2380 or  www.ulti-
mowinecentre.com.au 

Sydney Thursday 10 June
Customer tasting 6pm-8pm
The Oak Barrel 152 Elizabeth
Street, Sydney NSW 2000

(02) 9264 3022 or
www.theoakbarrel.com.au 

Pontic Greeks
As a consequence of unveiling of a plaque, on 20th December 2008, lo-

cated at the Migration Museum in Adelaide, South Australia, commem-
orating the Genocide of the Pontic Greeks, it appears to be fairly essen-
tial that the following statement be issued by the Rector of Giresun Uni-
versity, which is a university located on the Black Sea Coast.

“It is very well known by everyone approaching to recent history objec-
tively that after the Treaty of Mondros, signed in 1918, armed activities of
the Greek gangs threw Anatolia into disorder, severely threatened the se-
curity of life and property , and precautions were taken accordingly.

Pontic Greek problem and genocide allegations are not based on a his-
torical and scientific basis. This is an issue, which the governments, hav-
ing designs on Anatolia, want to take advantage of so as to fulfil their
aims by distorting the historical truths and misusing the scientists. The
said issue and allegations bare no relation to reality.

The best example to this is the following declaration published in Trab-
zon in the issue of “Ýstikbal Gazetesi” dated 18th February 1921 by Tra-
bzon Orthodox Community.

“It is, not only for today but also for tomorrow, our forever principle to
be allies of the Turks forever, whom we considered to be asserting our
law as well while asserting their rights.”

Turkey and the Turks are a country and a nation, at peace with their
history. As a country and a nation we do not have a history that we can-
not give account of and feel shame for. Turkish history is full of noble,
humanistic and meritorious behaviours, displayed in the presence of bad-
ness and injustice towards themselves. The most well-known example to
this is the Battle of Gallipoli. The Turks did not ask the Anzacs, coming
from thousands of miles away and attempting to invade Gallipoli and
Anatolia, “Why are you here?”. Instead, in the post-war era, the Turks
embraced the Anzacs and treated them friendly.

It is necessary that everyone see that the creators of badness, the exag-
gerators of badness and the illuminators of badness will not be able to be
the creators of goodness and beauty. As long as we desire a more peace-
ful and liveable world, we are supposed to seek after good and beautiful
things.

Giresun University, located on the most beautiful shores of the Black
Sea, is inviting you to bring a world of peace to light, to bring you, the hu-
mans together, to illuminate the good and the beautiful.

Respectfully submitted for your information.”
Prof. Dr. Osman Metin ÖZTáRK

Rector of Giresun University

Federal Member for 
Calwell Maria Vamvakinou’s
statement about the attack 
on the Freedom Flotilla

I join the Minister for Foreign Affairs, the
Hon Stephen Smith, and the international
community in condemning the ‘terrible’ and
‘shocking’ Israeli commando attack on the
Freedom Flotilla humanitarian aid convoy to
Palestine, carrying 10,000 tonnes of humani-
tarian aid, aimed at breaking the Israeli siege
of Gaza. 

Latest reports indicate that this unjustifiable
attack, which took place in international wa-
ters, has left a number of people dead, as well as one Australian wounded and two
Australians journalists detained. Those on board have been either killed, injured or
detained and I support the Minister’s comments that Australia ‘deplores the vio-
lence and deplores the deaths’. 

I stand in support of international condemnation of the Israeli attack, and reiter-
ate the Minister’s calls for a full ‘credible, transparent investigation’ into the blood-
shed. 

I am personally appalled by Israel’s attempt to justify and defend what is an inde-
fensible attack on the humanitarian aid convoy, which included parliamentarians
from across the world. Israel’s narrative can only be described as being bereft of a
sense of reality towards its own obligations and responsibilities in upholding inter-
national law and the principles of democracy.

Our thoughts go out to those on board the Freedom Flotilla humanitarian aid
convoy, who were subjected to this aggression. They were there to provide solidari-
ty and support to a besieged population of 1.5 million, eighty per cent of which is
dependent on international humanitarian aid – a population that remains unable to
rebuild their shattered lives following the December 08/January 09 attack on Gaza.

I also sympathise with those people in Israel who so desperately want peace with-
in the framework of international law. It is clear that their government has once a-
gain let them down. The international community must now hold Israel to account,
not only on this latest incident, but on its continued siege of war-ravaged Gaza - and
stranglehold of the West Bank and East Jerusalem - and recognise that its ongoing
actions are an inherent obstacle to the peace process.
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«ÄÉÊÁÉÙÌÁ ÊÁÉ ÊÁÈÇÊÏÍ 
Ï ÁÐÏÊËÅÉÓÌÏÓ ÔÇÓ ÃÁÆÁÓ»

Áìåôáíüçôï ôï ÉóñáÞë ãéá 
ôçí åðßèåóç óôç íçïðïìðÞ

Áãíïþíôáò ôç äéåèíÞ êá-
ôáêñáõãÞ ï Éóñáçëéíüò
ðñùèõðïõñãüò ÌðÝ-
íôæáìéí ÍåôáíéÜ÷ïõ õðå-
ñáìýíåôáé ôçò åðÝìâá-
óçò ðïõ áéìáôïêýëéóå ôï
Óôüëï ôçò Åëåõèåñßáò êáé
äéáìçíýåé üôé ï áðïêëåé-
óìüò ôçò Ëùñßäáò ôçò
ÃÜæáò èá óõíå÷éóôåß ãéá
íá ìçí ìåôáôñáðåß ç ðå-
ñéï÷Þ «óå âÜóç ãéá éñáíé-
êïýò ðõñáýëïõò». Áðå-
ëåõèåñþèçêáí êáé áðå-
ëáýíïíôáé üëïé ïé áêôéâé-
óôÝò, ïé ïðïßïé êáôáããÝë-
ëïõí ùìÞ âßá êáôÜ ôçí
êáôÜëçøç ôçò íçïðï-
ìðÞò êáé ôçí êñÜôçóÞ
ôïõò óôï ÉóñáÞë.

«Á
õôü äåí Þôáí
ðëïßï ôçò áãÜ-
ðçò, Þôáí ðëïß-

ï ôïõ ìßóïõò» äÞëùóå ï
ÌðÝíôæáìéí ÍåôáíéÜ÷ïõ ãéá
ôï ôïõñêéêü êáñÜâé ôïõ Óôü-
ëïõ ôçò Åëåõèåñßáò, óôï ï-
ðïßï åöüñìçóáí Éóñáçëéíïß
êáôáäñïìåßò ìå áðïôÝëåóìá
íá âáöôåß óôï áßìá êáé íá
÷ôõðÞóïõí «êüêêéíï» ïé
ó÷Ýóåéò ôïõ ÉóñáÞë ìå ôçí
Ôïõñêßá.

Ï Éóñáçëéíüò ðñùèõðïõñ-
ãüò ìßëçóå ãéá «äéåèíÞ åðß-
èåóç õðïêñéóßáò».

Óå áäéÜëëáêôç ãñáììÞ ôü-
íéóå üôé ï áðïêëåéóìüò ôçò
Ëùñßäáò ôçò ÃÜæáò åßíáé
æùôéêÞò óçìáóßáò ãéá ôçí á-
óöÜëåéá ôïõ ÉóñáÞë êáé èá
ðáñáìåßíåé ùò Ý÷åé, êáèþò
üðùò õðïóôÞñéîå ç Üñóç ôïõ
èá ìåôáôñÝøåé ôçí ðåñéï÷Þ
óå âÜóç ãéá éñáíéêïýò ðõ-
ñáýëïõò.

«ÊáèÞêïí ìáò åßíáé íá å-
ðéèåùñïýìå üëá ôá ðëïßá
ðïõ öôÜíïõí. Áí äåí ôï êÜ-
íïõìå áõôü, ç ÃÜæá èá ìåôá-
ôñáðåß óå éñáíéêü ëéìÜíé,
êÜôé ðïõ áðïôåëåß ìßá ðñáã-
ìáôéêÞ áðåéëÞ ãéá ôçí Ìå-
óüãåéï êáé ôçí Åõñþðç» á-
íÝöåñå.

«Ôï êñÜôïò ôïõ ÉóñáÞë
óõíå÷ßæåé íá áóêåß ôï äéêáß-
ùìÜ ôïõ ãéá áõôïÜìõíá. Ç
áóöÜëåéá âñßóêåôáé ðÜíù
áðü üëá. Ôï êñÜôïò ôïõ Éó-
ñáÞë óôÝêåôáé áðÝíáíôé
óôçí äéåèíÞ åðßèåóç õðïêñé-
óßáò. Êáé äåí åßíáé ç ðñþôç
öïñÜ» ôüíéóå ï ÍåôáíéÜ÷ïõ. 

«ÅíåñãÞóáìå êáôÜ ôùí ÷é-
ëéÜäùí ñïõêåôþí ðïõ Ýñéîå
ç ×áìÜò åíáíôßïí Éóñáçëé-
íþí áìÜ÷ùí. Ç ×áìÜò Ýñéîå
êáôÜ áìÜ÷ùí. Ç ×áìÜò
êñýöôçêå ðßóù áðü ôïõò á-
ìÜ÷ïõò. Ïé éóñáçëéíÝò ¸íï-
ðëåò ÄõíÜìåéò Ýäñáóáí êá-
ôÜ ôçò ×áìÜò, åíþ êáôÝâá-
ëáí êÜèå ðñïóðÜèåéá ãéá
íá áðïöýãïõí íá ÷ôõðÞóïõí
áèþïõò» óõíÝ÷éóå ï Éóñáç-
ëéíüò ðñùèõðïõñãüò áíá-
öåñüìåíïò óôïí êáôáóôñï-
öéêü ðüëåìï ðïõ éóïðÝäùóå
ôç ÃÜæá.

«Ðáñ’ üëá áõôÜ, ðïéïí êá-
ôçãüñçóå ï ÏÇÅ ãéá åãêëÞ-
ìáôá ðïëÝìïõ; ¼÷é ôçí ×á-
ìÜò. Êáôçãüñçóå ôï ÉóñáÞë.
Êáé ëõðÜìáé ðïõ êÜôé ðáñü-
ìïéï óõìâáßíåé ôþñá» äÞëù-
óå ï ÍåôáíéÜ÷ïõ, óçìåéþíï-
íôáò üôé ç ×áìÜò óõíå÷ßæåé
íá åîïðëßæåôáé ìå ñïõêÝôåò
áðü ôï ÉñÜí.

«Ïðüôå åßíáé äéêáßùìá
ìáò êáé êáèÞêïí ìáò óýì-
öùíá ìå ôçí êïéíÞ ëïãéêÞ
êáé óýìöùíá ìå ôï äéåèíÝò
äßêáéï íá ðñïëÜâïõìå üôé
ôÝôïéá üðëá äåí èá öôÜóïõí
óôçí ÃÜæá ìÝóù ôçò èÜëáó-
óáò, ìÝóù ôçò óôåñéÜò êáé
ìÝóù ôïõ áÝñá. Áõôü ôï êá-
èÞêïí êáôáíüçóå ç ðñïç-
ãïýìåíç êõâÝñíçóç ðïõ å-
ðÝâáëëå ôïí áðïêëåéóìü ôçò
ÃÜæáò. Ï óôü÷ïò ôïõ óôïëß-
óêïõ Þôáí íá óðÜóåé ôï èá-
ëÜóóéï áðïêëåéóìü êáé áí ï
èáëÜóóéïò áðïêëåéóìüò åß-
÷å óðÜóåé, äåêÜäåò, åêáôï-
íôÜäåò áêüìç ðëïßá èá åß-
÷áí áêïëïõèÞóåé ôá âÞìáôÜ
ôïõ» êáôÝëçîå.

Óôï ðëåõñü ôïõ ÉóñáÞë 
ôÜ÷èçêå ï Ôæï ÌðÜéíôåí
AíôéäñÜóåéò áíáìÝíåôáé íá ðñïêáëÝóïõí ïé äçëþ-

óåéò ôïõ áíôéðñïÝäñïõ ôùí ÇÐÁ, Joe Biden, ó÷åôéêÜ
ìå ôçí éóñáçëéíÞ åðßèåóç åíáíôßïí ôïõ «Óôüëïõ ôçò
Åëåõèåñßáò».

Ï áíôéðñüåäñïò ôùí ÇÐÁ, Joe Biden, õðïóôÞñéîå ôï
äéêáßùìá ôïõ ÉóñáÞë íá êÜíåé ôçí åðéäñïìÞ óôá
ðëïéÜñéá ðïõ ìåôÝöåñáí áíèñùðéóôéêÞ âïÞèåéá óôç
ÃÜæá, ìå ôï áéôéïëïãéêü üôé Ýôóé ïé Éóñáçëéíïß áðÝôñå-
øáí ôç ìåôáöïñÜ üðëùí óôïõò Ðáëáéóôßíéïõò.

«Ôï ÉóñáÞë Ý÷åé
ôï áðüëõôï äéêáßù-
ìá íá õðåñáóðßæå-
ôáé ôá óõìöÝñïíôÜ
ôïõ óå èÝìáôá á-
óöÜëåéáò», äÞëùóå
ï Biden óå óõíÝ-
íôåõîç óôï êáíÜëé
PBS, ðñïóèÝôïíôáò
üôé ç êõâÝñíçóç
Ïbama ôÜóóåôáé õ-
ðÝñ ôçò äéåíÝñ-
ãåéáò áìåñüëçðôçò
Ýñåõíáò ãéá ôï ôé
óõíÝâç.


