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Campaign for the Modern Greek 
Language gains momentum

The campaign to include the
Modern Greek Language in
the National Curriculum
took another step forward,
after Greek Community rep-
resentatives attended a
meeting at Parliament
House in Canberra.

T
he meeting was aimed at
strengthening the case for
Modern Greek Language in

Australia, and attended by Hindmarsh
MP Steve Georganas, Calwell MP
Maria Vamvakidou and Senator for
South Australia Nick Xenophon.

The Minister for Education Julia

Gillard was represented by her Senior
Education Advisor Rhonda Rietveld,
who undertook to realy proceedings to
the honourable minister.

The meeting was seen as a valuable
opportunity to impress on the minis-
ters office, the importance of the Mod-
ern Greek Language to the community
and its educational, cultural and histor-
ical value to the wider Australian soci-
ety.

Among others, the President of the
Australian Hellenic Educators’ Associ-
ation Peter Diamadis, highlighted the
case from a teaching perspective by
making valid points about the Modern
Greek Language.

Ms Rietveld detailed the consulta-
tion process for the second phase of
the National Curriculum, and acknowl-

edged the Greek Communities efforts
so far. Importantly, she reminded all s-
takeholders that no decisions regard-
ing the number or type of languages
have been made. She said that anyone
who wished to make a submission to
the Australian Curriculum and Assess-
ment Authority (ACARA), who will be
releasing the shape paper in coming
months, would have ample opportunity
to do so via the ACARA website at
http://www.acara.edu.au

Msw Vamvakinou, Mr Xenophon
and Mr Georganas said the meeting
had set a good dialogue for the positive
future direction of the campaign.

*Indi MP Sophie Mirabella put in an
apology for the meeting, as she is on ma-
ternity leave

George Calombaris
An apartment in a leafy East Melbourne street is home to George Calombaris and his partner Na-

talie. “I’m not into big houses,” he says. “I like home to be cosy, with creature comforts about.” Not
that the 31 year old is there too often, what with filming series two of MasterChef in Sydney. When
the Greek-Australian chef is home, the kitchen is centre stage, where he tests out ideas to showcase
at events such as the Good Food & Wine Show (in Melbourne, June 4 to 6, and Sydney, July 16 to
18; visit: www.goodfoodshow.com.au) and cooks for friends. “We have cracker parties. We’ll start at
11 am and finish at 8pm, just cooking and eating.” VANESSA MURRAY

1. Mykonos This Greek island is my haven; it rejuvenates me. I go once or twice a year and when I’m
there, I’m a different George - I’m more relaxed. This is my restaurant on Mykonos, The Belvedere
Club.

2. Olive oil. We only use Greek olive oil in our restaurants. It’s good for you; it has medicinal properties.
3. Bike Natalie and I go cycling on Sunday mornings. Other times, I’ll knock out 40km and meet friends

for coffee halfway; I like to make it social and fun.
4. My grandfather. There’s an old naming tradition in my family: my dad took his paternal grandfather’s

first name and my son - if I have one- will take my dad’s name. This is my grandfather. We never met,
but people say I’m like him.

5. Coffee machine. An espresso kick-starts my day. I wake up, shower, have a coffee and a bit of brekkie,
then I’m out the door.

6. Watches. Some people collect art; I collect watches. I never leave the house without one on my wrist.
Being on time is important to being successful.

7. Ouzo I grew up with this drink. It’s underrated in Australia - people associate it with bad nightclubs -
but it stimulates the appetite and is a great digestive.

8. Cookbooks You want a recipe? Look on the internet. But cookbooks are about people - they give you
a sense of what the chef’s about. I love the photography, too.

9. Melbourne Victory FC. I’m a big supporter so I was devastated when we lost the grand final on penal-
ties to Sydney FC in March. I played in a curtain-raiser to a game this year, which was a lot of fun. The
boys signed this ball and gave me my own guernsey.

10. Painting. This is by Aboriginal artist Nancy Nungurrayi. It’s Natalie’s and I hated it when we put it up.
Now I have a real affection for it.

Article from Sunday Magazine

AUSTRALIA is still one
of the worst wealthy coun-
tries to live in if you're old
and poor, despite last year's
pension increases, a hearing
was told yesterday. 

But struggling seniors may
have saved the nation from
financial collapse.

A Senate Estimates hear-
ing yesterday put the spot-
light on up to 185,000 Aus-
tralian pensioners who may

still be at risk of homeless-
ness because of rental stress.

Queensland Senator Sue
Boyce said New Zealand's
aged pensioners could re-
ceive up to 80 per cent more
(relative to average earn-
ings) than Aussie pensioners.

Italian, Greek, German

and Canadian seniors are
reported to live a far more
luxurious life than Aus-
tralians. 

But a senior public servant
said Australia's relatively
modest aged pension may
have helped save the country
from the financial collapses

now threatening Europe.
Senator Boyce said there

were reports in September
last year of up to 185,000
pensioners across Australia
in acute rental stress.

"Given that these people
are at risk of homelessness, I
think it is a pretty serious is-

sue," she said.
National Seniors CEO

Michael O'Neill said while
last year's pension increase
was welcome, rising costs for
utilities, health insurance
and financial services were
creating enormous pressure.

"People on a fixed income
have no real margin for er-
ror," he said.

Article from Herald Sun

Our seniors feel pinch but they're saving us 

MP Steve Georganas Senator for South Australia 
Nick Xenophon

Calwell MP 
Maria Vamvakidou

Dr Panayiotis Diamadis
President of AHC

The importance of modern Greek as the basis on which fundamental texts that we use today
were developed cannot be overstated. An understanding of the Greek language will serve to

allow us to develop Australia’s research capabilities, because it is in understanding 
the fundamentals of language from which theories are developed that researchers are able to

understand the roots of ideas that are relayed to us through theory. The Greek language 
has become a significant resource for our nation from which we are able to stay in touch with
the rest of the world. Having said that, modern Greek is not only a language confined to the
Greek-speaking community but a modern, working language that is one of the five official 

languages of the European Union and one of the top five spoken here in Australia. 
We need to get the balance right when choosing languages for the national curriculum.

Extract from Maria Vamvakinou’s speech at the House of Representatives on the 23rd February 2010 

The Minister for Education 
Julia Gillard

‘ ‘


