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Eurovision: Greek party; a success
OnSaturday we heard

Norway, Spain,
France, Germany and UK for
the first time. This year’s con-
test is for artists with great
voices and Norwegian Didrik
Solli-Tangen is one of them.
He also has a new hair style –
longer and a bit curly. It suits
him and gives him a more ma-
tured look. 12 points to the
stylist. I felt in love with a s-
mall Spanish “Algo Pequeñi-
to”. Daniel Diges and his show
were superb!

The German, French and
UK entries are still a secret for
me, as I haven’t heard them
yet.

Most of the press
and fans seem to
be in Oslo by
now. Each
night there
are several
parties
and it is
impossi-
ble to join
all of them.
On Saturday
Georgia cele-
brated their na-
tional holiday
and hosted a
party at the
Opera House.
The Polish par-
ty took place in
another venue.

One of the most
popular parties
was arranged
by the Greek
Eurovision
fan-club, O-
GAE Greece,
at the Euro-
café. UK’s Josh,
Bulgarian Miro,
the French Jessy
Matador, Malta’s
Thea and many other
artists came by and enjoyed
the OPA-feeling together with
the press and the fans. Of
course Giorgos Alkaios and
his Friends performed their
song. Antonios Karatzikos, the
President of OGAE, was the
host and the DJ. Thanks for
playing so many of our fa-

vorite Greek songs! Around
midnight the party continued
at the Euro Club.

Eurovision is not only about
happiness. I got very sad

when I heard that the
Swedish singer Anna-
Lena Löfgren had

died, at an
age of

66

years.
She

participat-
ed in Melod-
ifestivalen 1963
(Säg varför” )

and 1969 (“Jag
vill tro”). For me

she was very special
as she is the first
schlager singer I
remember. I got
her record “Ly-
ckliga Gatan”
when I was 4
years – my first

record. Anna-
Lena had more

that 40 hits on the
Swedish chart list be-

tween 1962-1995. She was
suffering from polio since a
child and considering that she
had a fantastic career. We will
all miss you Anna-Lena.

(source: poplight.se)

Already for 54 years, the
Eurovision Song Contest is
Europe's favourite TV show.

After more than five decades
featuring some 1,100 songs, the
contest has become a modern
classic, strongly embedded into
Europe's collective mind. Read
on to find out how it all started
over half a century ago...

After 54 years, the database
with Eurovision Song Contest
facts and figures, stories and
anecdotes is huge! A true, die-
hard fan knows how many
points Luxembourg got in 1980
(56), who came last in 1972

(Malta, with 48 points) and how
many times the Netherlands got
12 points in 1996 (once, from
Austria). Because no one can
expect you to become a living
Eurovision Song Contest ency-
clopedia, Eurovision.tv takes
you through the contest's histo-
ry in fast forward. It's all you
need to know before you dive
into the rich history of the
Eurovision Song Contest...

How it all begun
The European Broadcasting

Union (EBU) was formed on
12th February 1950 by 23 broad-
casting organisations from
Europe and the Mediterranean
at a conference in Devon,
United Kingdom. It was on the
6th of June, 1954, that Montreux
became the venue for the first
transmission by the EBU's
Eurovision Network of the
Narcissus Festival and its
flower-bedecked procession
floats. The first Eurovision view-
ers eagerly watched on four mil-
lion television sets in homes,
bars, and shop windows in
Germany, Belgium, France, the
United Kingdom, Italy, the
Netherlands and Switzerland.

Laptop repair costly

A HIGH school at Hurstville is warning parents to en-
sure their children look after their new laptops, or else
face an increase in costs to minimise the financial impact
on the school’s budget. 

Bethany College announced the change in parent con-
tributions to cover the neglect of some of the laptops,
which means they will have to fork out $400 more for
non-warranty repairs. 

The laptops are aimed at year 9, 10 and 11 students and
are part of the federal government’s Digital Education
Revolution. Bethany College has received about 400 lap-
tops. 

But while the burst of technology is transforming the
classroom into an interactive hub, the school has had to
pay $15,000 to cover damage, including cracked screens,
which costs about $1100 to fix. 

The school previously asked parents to contribute $100

towards non-warranty repairs should their child damage
their laptop, but that has been lifted to $500 from this
month. 

Information and communication technology co-ordina-
tor at Bethany College, Rosemary Rizk, said parents
were informed before the rise came into effect. 

Ms Rizk said. ``It’s great that the students have devel-
oped an attachment to the laptops because it means they
are more likely to use them, but we have recently seen s-
tudents taking them for granted. 

Bethany College principal Frances Warner said: 
“It’s been a wonderful boost to expand their flexibility

in learning. 
“But the notable number of repairs has presented an

enormous burden on school budgets and has consequent-
ly channelled funds away from classroom resources.’’ 

Article from The Leader by BY EVA TEJSZERSKI 

Laptop care: Students, including Lauren Marcos, Effie Vlahopoulos, Joanna Issa and Anna Jemima Battung, are
being reminded to respect their classroom gadgets. Picture: Chris Lane 

NSW Minister for Citizenship, John
Hatzistergos, officially opened nomi-
nations for the National Multicultural
Marketing Awards 2010.

The Community Relations Commis-
sion of NSW National Multicultural
Marketing Awards competition is
marking 21 years of unearthing win-
ners from across multinational busi-
ness, government and community sec-
tors.

“These Awards aim to encourage
and reward businesses that focus on
the cultural diversity of Australia as
part of their marketing strategies,” Mr
Hatzistergos said at the launch of the
annual awards competition at the
Westin Hotel in Sydney.

“They serve as an important re-
minder and incentive to businesses to
promote an equitable representation
of our diversity as a nation through ap-
propriate marketing campaigns.”

The Chair of the Commission,
Stepan Kerkyasharian, said successful
businesses realise the potential of in-
novative multicultural marketing tech-

niques in mass media.
“Successful marketers understand

that cultural diversity is good busi-
ness,” he said.

“They have also realised that success
in this field doesn’t just fall into your
lap. You have to study the market, tar-
get customers in their own language if
necessary, and offer products relevant
to cultural, religious and culinary prac-

tices.
“Last year’s winner, Polyglot, is a hu-

man resource company that identified
Australia’s rich resource of knowledge
in languages, culture and foreign busi-
ness practices.”

The categories for this year’s awards
are: Commercial Big Business, Com-
mercial Small Business, Government,
Advertising and Communication,

Community, Export and Technical.
The Technical Award is a new catego-
ry introduced this year to cover new
marketing activities online and on mo-
bile phones.

“The Advertising and Communica-
tion Award will also spread its net fur-
ther to include online advertising”, Mr
Kerkyasharian said. The major spon-
sors of National Multicultural Market-
ing Awards 2010 include Qantas, the
Commonwealth Bank, The Australian
newspaper, the Australian Bureau of
Statistics, the AFL and Casella Wines.

Businesses or individuals can nomi-
nate for the Awards if they have com-
pleted or conducted marketing initia-
tives over the past 18 months. Applica-
tions close on August 31 and the win-
ners will be announced at the Gala
Dinner on the November 1.

Entry forms will be available on the
CRC’s website at www.crc.nsw.gov.au

Hon. John Hatzistergos MLC
Attorney General

Minister for Citizenship
Minister for Regulatory Reform

MARKETING CULTURAL 
DIVERSITY IS GOOD FOR BUSINESSDid you know that not

only stars like ABBA,
Celine Dion, Cliff

Richard and Julio
Iglesias took part, but
also dance act River-

dance thanks its fame
to the Eurovision

Song Contest?

Giorgos Alkaios & Friends - OPA 
Giorgos Alkaios is one of the few Greek artists who holds

the record for consecutive concerts during the last decade in
Cyprus, Germany, England, Canada, Australia and in the
USA. Over the years more than 300,000 people have watched
Giorgos performing live.

Giorgos Alkaios is known to non-Greeks as well, due to his
appearance in charts around the world.

Outside Greece he is considered as an ethnic artist, and for
that he has been invited to perform in prestigious venues. 

His song Syrmatoplegma became the anthem of the famous
football team Galatasaray, when the team won the transconti-
nental Cup and the UEFA cup.

His first platinum record abroad came from Sweden, when
Antique performed his song Opa-Opa a top hit in charts
around Europe.

Eurovision Song Contest 1974 
Marinella  Krassi, Thalassa Ke T'agori Mou 
Eurovision Song Contest 1976 
Mariza Koch  Panaghia Mou, Panaghia Mou  
Eurovision Song Contest 1977 
Pascalis, Marianna, Robert and Bessy
Mathema Solfege  
Eurovision Song Contest 1978 
Tania Tsanaklidou  Charlie Chaplin  
Eurovision Song Contest 1979 
Elpida  Socrates  
Eurovision Song Contest 1980 
Anna Vishy and the Epikouri  Autostop  
Eurovision Song Contest 1981 
Yiannis Dimitras  Feggari Kalokerino  
Eurovision Song Contest 1983 
Christie Stassinopoulou  Mou Les  
Eurovision Song Contest 1985 
Takis Biniaris  Miazoume  
Eurovision Song Contest 1987 
Bang  Stop!  
Eurovision Song Contest 1988 
Aphroditi Fryda  Kloun 
Eurovision Song Contest 1989 
Marianna  To Diko Sou Asteri  
Eurovision Song Contest 1990 
Christos Callow and Wave  Horis Skopo  
Eurovision Song Contest 1991 
Sofia Vossou  I Anixi  
Eurovision Song Contest 1992 
Cleopatra  Olou Tou Kosmou I Elpida  
Eurovision Song Contest 1993 
Katerina Garbi  Ellada, Hora Tou Fotos  
Eurovision Song Contest 1994 
Costas Bigalis and the Sea Lovers  

To Trehantiri (diri Diri)  
Eurovision Song Contest 1995 
Elina Constantopoulou  Pia Prossefchi  
Eurovision Song Contest 1996 
Marianna Efstratiou  Emis Forame To
Himona Anixiatika  
Eurovision Song Contest 1997 
Marianna Zorba  Horepse  
Eurovision Song Contest 1998 
Dionysia and Thalassa group  Mia Krifi
Evaisthissia  
Eurovision Song Contest 2001 
Antique  Die For You  
Eurovision Song Contest 2002 
Michalis Rakintzis  S.A.G.A.P.O.  
Eurovision Song Contest 2003 
Mando  Never Let You Go  
Eurovision Song Contest 2004 Semi-Final 
Sakis Rouvas  Shake It  
Eurovision Song Contest 2004 Final 
Sakis Rouvas  Shake It  
Eurovision Song Contest 2005 Final 
Helena Paparizou  My Number One  
Eurovision Song Contest 2006 Final 
Anna Vissi  Everything  
Eurovision Song Contest 2007 Final 
Sarbel  Yassou Maria  
Eurovision Song Contest 2008 Final 
Secret Combination 
Eurovision Song Contest 2009 Final 
Sakis Rouvas 
This Is Our Night 
Eurovision Song Contest 2010 Semi-Final (1) 
Giorgos Alkaios & Friends 
OPA

Participants list since 1974
Brides head 

to expo 
for wedding ideas

The theory that nothing can keep a
bride-to-be away from a wealth of great
ideas for her wedding was proven again
on the weekend when people braved wet,
wintry weather to attend the St George
and Sutherland Shire Leader bridal expo
at Sutherland Entertainment Centre. 

The bridal industry was out in force,
showing off
glamorous
gowns,
menswear, lin-
gerie, jewellery,
honeymoon
packages, luxury
cars, celebrants,
venues, flowers
and everything
else needed to
organise a suc-
cessful day. 

There were prizes and giveaways and
entertainment from Sutherland Shire so-
prano Helen Zerefos and various dance
groups.

Picture: Lisa McMahon


