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Greek man in ‘poisonous marriage’ sought
to buy wife’s affection with fraudulent $85k loan

GREEK MAN who was “drown-

ing in a poisonous marriage” ob-
tained a fraudulent $85,000 loan in a
bid to buy his wife’s affections and pay
for her breast enlargement tests, a
court has been told.

The Brisbane District Court was to-
day told Greek George Kotis, 41,
forged his wife’s and mother’s signa-
tures to obtain a fraudulent loan in his
wife’s name to help fund their finan-
cially unsustainable lifestyle and to
save his troubled marriage between
May and June of 2008.

The court was told Kotis was con-
stantly humiliated, degraded, de-hu-
manised and forced to walk behind his
wife because she was too embarrassed
to be seen with her morbidly obese
husband, whose weight ballooned from
110kgs to 185kgs after they married in
1996.

Prosecutor Amelia Loode told the
court Kotis applied for an $85,000
fraudulent loan in his wife’s name from
AMP.

The court was told Kotis obtained
the loan, using the family home he
owned as collateral, by forging the sig-
natures of his wife and mother.

Ms Loode said Kotis then deposited
$83,793.21 into his account and used
the funds to purchase a cleaning busi-
ness worth $20,000, shares worth
$30,000, and a family car.

She said Kotis also spent some of the
money on his wife’s “medical testing”
for breast enlargment.

The court was told Kotis’ wife uncov-
ered the fraud and forgery about a year
later when they discussed separating
and ending the marriage.

Barrister Sam Di Carlo, for Kotis,
said his client had been the sole bread-
winner during the marriage and initial-
ly came into the relationship with a
house, which he owned outright, and
$95,000 in savings.

He said Kotis’ wife placed her hus-
band under such great pressure to pro-
vide “the family a ‘quality’ lifestyle”
that he suffered a breakdown before

committing the fraud.

The court was told Kotis went into
the marriage financially secure, but
was “going backwards quickly” as a re-
sult of his and his wife’s arguably indul-
gent lifestyle.

Mr Di Carlo that situation was exac-
erbated when Kotis’ weight “blew out”
— by 75kgs — and his wife became so
dissatisfied with him she began dehu-
manising and humilating him.

He said the wife, whose name was
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not revealed in court, forced him to
walk behind her in public, to avoid em-
barrassment, and constantly told him
he was “ugly” and a “cow.”

The court was told Kotis suffered a
breakdown as a result of the abuse and
required psychiatric treatment.

Mr Di Carlo said at the time of the
fraud and forgery Kotis was “ a very
troubled man” who resorted to crime
to “buy his way out of trouble.”

Mr Loode said Kotis had repaid all
of the money obtained as a result of
the fraud.

Kotis was jailed for 12 months, but
released on immediate parole, after
pleading guilty to one count of fraud
and two of forgery.

Judge Leanne Clare, SC, in sentenc-
ing Kotis, said: “You have a very low
self-esteem and struggled to make your
wife happy within the marriage.”

She said it was clear Kotis “was
drowning in a poisonous marriage”
and believed he “was trying to save it”
through his criminal actions.

Kon digs around for
Chinese investment

NT RESOURCES Minister Kon Vatskalis is

Crowds turn up for some Greek dancing at the 2010 Paniyiri Greek Festival
at Musgrave Park, South Brisbane. Photo: Michelle Smith

Yahsu ... it’s Panyiri time

risbane’s  Greek

Festival, or the
Paniyiri, is all about the
food, the smiles, the
dancing school kids and
Brisbane’s warm winter
sunshine.

More than 100,000
honey puffs and 500 k-
ilograms of haloumi
were gone by the time
the 2010 Paniyiri, finally
closes on Sunday night.

Lord Mayor Campbell
Newman and Premier
Anna Bligh, welcomed

one of the biggest events
in her own electorate,
will played tag-team and
launched  the 2010
Greekfest.

Believe it or not, the
Greek Festival has been
running now for 34

years.
It is now one of the
biggest community

events on the Brisbane
calendar.

My Kitchen Rules tel-
evision winners gave
their tips on cooking

Greek style and there
was traditional olive-eat-
ing competitions and
Greek dancing from the
Hellenic Dancers.

On Saturday the clear
blue skies tempted tens
of thousands to Mus-
grave Park for day two
two of the three-day
event, where long
queues were not enough
to scare off those hun-
gry enough for a Greek
feast of spanakopita,
chargrilled octopus,

crisp haloumi cheese
and Greek salads.

And self-confessed
Greek goddess ‘Effie,
managed to draw plenty
of plenty of laughs while
she helped judges Lisa
Curry and Mark Wilson
judge “Greek Dancing
with the Stars” competi-
tion, which drew a
crowd of tens of thou-
sands.

Article from Brisbane
Times

crossing cultural barriers to lobby more Chi-
nese mining explorers to dig into Territory soil.

Plenty of business cards and gifts will be ex-
changed in a Chinese manner after the Greek-
born minister arrived in Nanjing yesterday .

The five-day stay in the country, which also
includes trips to Shanghai, will be filled with
meetings, seminars and networking functions.

It is hoped to attract further Chinese compa-
nies to invest in exploring mining opportunities
in the Territory.

"Ensuring our relationship with Chinese in-
vestors remains strong is a key component of
growing the Territory’s economy and creating
jobs," Mr Vatskalis said.

The NT is the only jurisdiction with a four-
year strategy plan - the Bringing Forward Dis-
covery initiative - to lobby for Chinese and
Japanese investment into exploration rather
than existing mining opportunities.

Figures from the Australian Bureau of Statis-
tics show the Territory was the only jurisdiction
to have increased exploration expenditure to
almost $150 million last year.

"The (strategy) has resulted in considerable
investment by Chinese companies in Territory
projects and wunder-explored areas," Mr
Vatskalis said.

An 11-person delegation of ministerial advis-
ers, departmental directors and businessmen is
travelling with the minister.

The East China Mineral and Exploration Bu-
reau (ECE) which has a 25 per cent share in
the NT’s Arafura Resources, has organised an
investment seminar for the group to be held to-
day . Mr Vatskalis said he was pleased ECE
had invited the Territory to host the first ever
NT investment seminar in Nanjing. "We now
have a Chinese bureau arranging the meetings
on our behalf," he said.
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