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The Book of Vilah
Dramatic monologue with Alex Sider-

atos.
Script and original music: Valerios

Calocerinos 
A story told in words, music and paint-

ing, inspired by the rich history of the is-
land of Kythera at the time of the infa-
mous corsair Hayr-ed-din Barbarossa.

Vilah, Barbarossa’s illegitimate son,
tells his story from a jail cell, where he has
been wrongly imprisoned for his lover’s
murder. With his mind now free he is able
to explore his emotions and immortalise
them on canvas.

The Book of Vilah embodies the spirit
of classical tragedy in an innovative and
gripping manner.

Support act: Opos Opos
Date      Thursday 27 May   Time Doors

open 6.30 pm
Venue The Vanguard
42 King Street, Newtown
Cost      Adults $20, Concession $16,

(Booking Fees Apply)       
Contact 02 9020 6959 

My name is billy billiris and I am 16 years old, 
I am currently organising a Greek Night for MS 

as my dad has suffererd from ms for over 10 years. 
I am a proud greek australian with a passion of helping

the community particulary the less fortunate greek
community..The Night is going to be a fantastic 

night with heaps of greek entertainment and 
a 4 course greek meal..to buy tickets please 

go to www.greeknightforms.org.. 
only 220  avaliable so be quick.

attached is a photo of me and my papou who has in-
spired me to be a proud Greek Australian.

thanks, Billy Billiris

‘I was given large
amounts of cash’

CONFESSED branchstacker-
turned-whistleblower Costas
Socratous says prominent ALP
figures used to visit his home in
the late 1990s, among them
Theo Theophanous and Telmo
Languiller.

M
r Socratous says they had
an ulterior motive: in poli-
tics, numbers equals pow-

er, and they believed he could deliv-
er them extra numbers.

‘’They knew that I would be able to
recruit and retain a large number of
new members to the ALP because of
my standing in the Greek communi-
ty.’’

As Mr Socratous tells it, the MPs
wanted him to ‘’take over’’ local
branches for their Right faction, ‘’in
order to control delegate numbers
and influence within the ALP’’.

He says he joined the Albion
branch, quickly gained the confi-
dence of most members and duly
grabbed control. ‘’I started putting
people into the Albion branch.
These people were not ALP mem-
bers but people who I knew in the
community,’’ he tells The Age.

‘’I would ask them to join the ALP
and they would not have to pay
membership fees.

‘’We were recruiting so many peo-
ple that we started to put them into
other branches. I then recruited
many members in the Ardeer East
branch.

‘’By 2009, we had taken the mem-
bership from 27 to 107 in the Albion
branch and 47 in the Ardeer East
branch. Of those members, 90 per
cent did not pay membership fees -
the payments were arranged by my-

self, Telmo Languiller and Theo
Theophanous, with ALP funds.’’

His claims - angrily denied by his
former bosses - are stark: ‘’Whilst
working for Mr Languiller and Mr
Theophanous it was my job to recruit
members, renew their memberships
every year and arrange payment of
membership fees for the members
we recruited. I was regularly given
large amounts of cash to pay these
new memberships and also their re-
newals.’’

Mr Socratous says he was busiest
each year between February and
May - when annual fees ranging
from about $31.50 up to $210 came
due.

He says he would visit members at
their homes, to get their signatures
on renewal forms. ‘’By 2009 we were
paying the memberships for at least
180 people, which cost approximate-
ly $5500,’’ he says.

Funds from the ALP’s Derrimut
electorate account, held at Com-
monwealth Bank’s RMIT branch,

were used, Mr Socratous says.
‘’On occasion, the money came

from the accounts of members of
parliament. On other occasions,
there were payments or donations
that came into the account from oth-
er people or businesses,’’ he says.

‘’I was instructed to use these
funds to pay for ALP membership
renewals.’’

The account was ‘’essentially used
to launder money’’, Mr Socratous
says.

To disguise these activities, the
money withdrawn was falsely record-
ed as payments for pamphlets or
consultancy services, he says.

‘’To further disguise the withdraw-
al of funds as cash to pay member-
ship fees, we also produced our own
invoices and receipts. I also occa-
sionally used other people’s ABN
numbers to fake invoices for servic-
es. We would create an example of a
political flyer, attach a false invoice
to it and then we could say the funds
withdrawn were to be used for the
printing or distribution of printed
material.

‘’The cash that I withdrew I col-
lected together and then took to the
post office to purchase postal
cheques. We would then attach the
postal cheques to the ALP member-
ship payment summary and take
them all in to ALP headquarters to
pay for batches of membership re-
newals, sometimes as many as 100
members at a time.’’

Mr Socratous says the branch s-
tacking takes power from the rank-
and-file and delivers it to the faction-
al warlords. ‘’Because they are pay-
ing for the memberships, they have
the say. That’s how it works.’’

Article from The Age

Pre-loved Books 

for Sale
Book lovers will enjoy browsing the bar-

gains at Marrickville Library’s book sale at

Marrickville Town Hall, 303 Marrickville

Road, Marrickville. 

The sale takes place on Wednesday 26 May

from 10.00am – 4.00pm and Thursday 27

May, 10.00am – 7.00pm. 

An extensive range of pre-loved library

items covering many individual interests or

hobby areas will be available for sale. 

Biographies, novels by popular authors,

reference books will be on sale for bargain

prices, as well as materials in Greek, Arabic,

Chinese, Spanish, Portuguese or Viet-

namese. 
Qualified library staff will be available to

provide assistance and answer any questions. 

Thousands of books will be available, ac-

cording to Library staff. The sale of old and

worn books, or items not being used by the

community, will make more room at the Li-

braries to accommodate new stock.

Marrickville Council’s library service con-

sists of four branch libraries at Dulwich Hill,

St Peters/Sydenham, Stanmore and Mar-

rickville. 
For more information phone Marrickville

Library on 9335 2173 

C O S T A S  S O C R A T O U S  

Awards in Greek singers at 1st Balkan Music Awards in Bulgaria
Serbian singer Jelko Yoksimovich won the top prize

of the first Balkan Music Awards presented in the
Bulgarian capital Sofia late Sunday night.

The Balkan Music Awards are organized by the Bul-
garian-owned Balkanika Music Television, a cable and
satellite television showing music from all Balkan s-
tates.

The award ceremony was actually a concert open to
the public which took place on the Alexander Baten-
berg Square in downtown Sofia, which attracted thou-
sands of spectators despite the pouring rain.

Serbian performer Jelko Yoksimovich received the
2009 Best Song of the Balkans award for his song
Ljubavi. He also won the prize for Balkan Singer of
the Year.

The songs which competed for the support of the
viewers in 11 Balkan countries through SMS Text
Messages and phone calls included Play Back by Flori
(Albania); Med by Dino Merlin and Emina Yahovich
(Bosnia and Herzegovina); You Know Nothing by E-

manuela and Krum (Bulgaria); Lazu Oci Moje by
Colonia (Croatia); Spase to Hrono by Sakis Ruvas
(Greece); Kraj by Karolina ft. Sky Wikluh (FYROM);
Suzama Kupices Me by Nenad Cheranich (Montene-
gro); That’s My Name by Akcent (Romania); S Tabo
by Tanya Jagar (Slovenia); Ljubavi by Jelko Yoksi-
movich (Serbia); Fast Life by Hadise (Turkey).

The songs of Albania, Romania, and Bulgaria came
in second, third, and fourth, respectively.

The Best Balkan Music Videoclip Award went to
Greek star Anna Vissi for her song Stin Pira, who also
carried the award for “Overall Contribution to the
Development of Balkan Music.

Romania’s Akcent grabbed the prize for Best
Balkan Group/Duet of the year. Hadise from Turkey
won the award in the category for Best Female Ac-
tress of the Balkans.

Bulgarian Eurovision participant Miro performed
for the spectators the song “Angel” with which he will
be running in the 2010 European song contest.

Eat with Greek legends
IN ancient Greece, Pericles was a politician and a general, who it is said was respon-

sible for building Athens’ famous landmarks, the Acropolis and the Parthenon. 
His name meant “surrounded by glory’’ and you can look forward to being surround-

ed by glorious Greek food at the Earlwood restaurant that bears that name. With its
traditional charcoal and woodfire oven, Pericles Greek Tavern is the place for roast
lamb cooked on the spit and many other Greek specialities. 

At Pericles, your menu choices begin with “mezes,’’ a selection of entrees, that in-
clude prawns saganaki and zucchini, mini-sized pies of cheese (tiropita) and spinach (s-
panakopita) and delicious dips such as skordalia (garlic), melitzanosalata (eggplant), t-
satziki (cucumber and yoghurt) and taramosalata (red caviar). 

Main courses include their famous roast lamb, served with potatoes and salad, as well
as grilled souvlaki (meat on a stick) where you can choose lamb, chicken or pork. 

Pericles’ prime rib eye steak is marinated in retsina to give the meat a distinctive
flavour. When dining with a partner, Pericles offers some special dishes just for two, in-
cluding dips for two, mezes for two and a meat platter for two. 

The meat platter comes
to the table with six vari-
eties of grilled or barbe-
cued meats served with
lemon potatoes and veg-
etables. Possibly the most
popular of them all is the
seafood platter for two
with six varieties of
seafood served with chips
and salad. 

Pericles is open for din-
ner from Tuesdays to Sat-
urdays. 

Pericles Tavern, 19-25
William Street, Earlwood.
Bookings: 97893322.

Article from The Leader

Surrounded by glory: Traditional 
Greek cuisine awaits at Pericles Greek 

Tavern. Picture: Lisa McMahon

Sir Stelios Haji-Ioannou has
backed away from a fight
with the board of the airline
he founded, giving it a month
to confirm that it is putting all
expansion plans on hold.

T
he Greek-born entrepreneur
resigned from easyJet’s board
on Friday, saying that he would

be seeking shareholder support for
moves to force the management to
adopt a new strategy.

The airline’s directors are scheduled
to go on an “awayday” next month to
discuss plans for growth. EasyJet has
88 aircraft on order, worth $4 billion.
Sir Stelios said that he was concerned
that the directors would agree during
this meeting to exercise options to buy
new Airbus planes. “My actions are all
about trying to stop new orders going
through on the awayday,” he said.

The combination of Sir Stelios’s de-
parture and a new volcanic ash cloud
that grounded some easyJet flights re-
sulted in more than £100 million being
wiped off the company’s value yester-
day. Its shares fell 24¾p to 391p, giv-
ing it a market value of £1.67 billion.

Speaking to The Times from Cyprus
yesterday, Sir Stelios said: “I am post-
poning my decision to talk to other
shareholders and will give the board
until next month to confirm they will
not be exercising options for new
planes.” However, Sir Stelios said that
if easyJet’s directors decided to exer-
cise existing options or order new air-

craft during the awayday, he would ap-
proach other investors with a view to
forcing a change of direction.

Sir Stelios, who controls 38 per
cent of easyJet shares, believes that
the budget carrier should stop spend-
ing money on new aircraft and seek
to maximise profits and pay a divi-
dend.

The entrepreneur said last week that
he was stepping down from the board
to become an activist shareholder and
lobby for change from the outside. Sir
Stelios said that he would be “gagged”
in what he could say if he remained on
the board.

Carolyn McCall and Chris Kennedy
will start as chief executive and chief fi-
nancial officer, respectively, in July.

A spokesman for easyJet said: “The
board unanimously agreed last sum-
mer the company’s strategy, including
the size of the fleet. No future deci-
sions will be taken on this before the
new management starts.”

Sir Stelios and easyJet first clashed
over strategy last year in a row that led
to the departure of Sir Colin Chandler,
the chairman. Sir Stelios reached a
compromise with the board last year to
cut growth from 15 per cent a year to
7.5 per cent, but he now wants to cut

growth effectively to zero.
The latest phase of the disagreement

over strategy erupted last week when
Sir Stelios described Andy Harrison,
the outgoing chief executive, as over-
rated. However, easyJet’s largest insti-
tutional shareholder yesterday backed
the airline’s management and its exist-
ing strategy. David Cumming, head of
UK equities for Standard Life, which
owns nearly 10 per cent of the airline,
said: “We are happy with the manage-
ment team, we are happy with the s-
trategy, things are improving.

“They are doing a good job, given
what is happening in the airline indus-
try. To be honest, although we are, as a
sort of act of courtesy, listening to what
Sir Stelios’s views are, we are not sup-

portive of them at present.”
Analysts at UBS said: “We think that

Stelios has chosen this moment to in-
tensify his efforts to change the compa-
ny’s strategy because the company’s
management is relatively weak, as the
existing CEO and interim CFO are
about to hand over to their successors,
who lack experience of the company.

“We seem set for a messy few weeks,
if not months, of fighting, with man-
agement and the board distracted from
optimally managing the company.”

Article from Times Online

Stelios gives easyJet a month to toe line

Founder of budget airline gives board time to confirm it is putting 
expansion plans involving buying new planes on hold


