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MID the olives, fetta
A\Eglld smallgoods in a
arrickville deli, it’s

hard to imagine the violent
protests of half a world away.

For Christina Calligas, 52,
one of 375,000 Australians
of Greek background, the ri-
ots in her family’s homeland
are deeply worrying.

Her family lives in the
Southern city of Argos, and
the austerity measures im-
posed by the Greek Govern-
ment are hitting them hard.

“My family are struggling a
lot,” the Bexley North resi-
dent said.

Like many of their compa-
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Greek Community feels pain

triots, her family - her termi-
nally ill father, pensioner
mother and widowed sister -
worry where their next meal
will come from.

“Every cent they spend
they have to watch it”, she
said. “You can’t go out,
there is only [enough] money
for food”.

And things are about to
get worse. The goverment is
planning to freeze pay for
public - sector workers, with
pay cuts also scheduled.
Many public sector contract
workers will lose their jobs.

New tax laws have hiked
VAT from 21 per cent to 23

per cent and the government
has raised the retirement age
from 60 to 65 with plans to link
pension payments to average a
salary over a worker’s life in-
stead of their final salary.

It’s all part of the austerity
measures put in place in re-
turn for a 110 billion euro
($158billion) bailout from
the European Union.

Mrs Calligas said the fi-
nancial crisis was as bad as
the situation immediately af-
ter World War I1.

“It’s never been like this
and it’s hard but they have to
fight for the survival of
Greece”, she said.
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comes to all accountancy and taxation advice

for companies, business, business partner-
ships and all types of returns then give Peter
Theophilou (OAM) also Bankstown Citizen of the
Year 1996, or his daughter Cynthia (pictured
right) a call on 9642 4801. While some tax pay-
ers still prefer to complete their own tax returns,
many are turning to experienced tax experts for
professional advice. With over 55 years experi-
ence between them, Peter and Cynthia are two
such experts. They are qualified accountants and
registered tax agents and have attended all semi-
nars relevant to the new tax changes. Peter Theo
OAM can be located at: 332 Waterloo Road,
Greenacre, Phone: 9642 4801

I f you want to deal with the experts when it
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504 Marrickville Rd., Dulwich Hill
TnA.: 9569 0199
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TnA.: 9796 3511

Suite 24, 432 Chapel Rd, Bankstown
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Email: risper@tpg.com.au
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Na Awpeav Exktipioeis Tndegwveiote: 0434 284 874
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