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Celebrity gardener Costa Georgiadis is a busy man. In fact, he’s been so en-
grossed tending to other people’s backyards, he hasn’t had time to take down his
Christmas tree. “Soon it will be July, and then there’ll be no point”, says the 45
year old landscape architect, standing in the rambling, eccentrically decorated
home his Greek family has lived in for more than 40 years. He still has cause for
celebration, though his TV career is blooming as presenter of Costa’s Garden
Odyssey (Thursdays, 8pm on SBS One) - a show about cultivating the soil and the
soul, which includes the popular segment “Pimp My plants”. LIV PROUD

1. TRAVEL: I naturally have a strong
connection to Greece, but I also love the
Czech Republic. I reckon I’ve lived there in
a past life.

2. READING Books can bring answers to
life. When the truth is there, it doesn’t mat-
ter who wrote it.

3. Surfboard: this is my godson’s foamie.
I’ ll go out anywhere on it. It suits my style
- I’m not trying to be Kelly Slater.

4. The More Please Orchestra This is a
band some friends and I started back at
school. I play the saxophone and we do full
cabaret in different outfits. It’s crazy.

5. Tea My friends give me a lot of stick
about the fact I like my tea. But if I drank
coffee, you’d never shut me up.

6. Slipper orchard My grandmother had
an amazing green thumb and this was one
of her favourite plants. During family gath-
erings, I put it on the table to close the cir-
cle of those who aren’t with us any more.

7. My dad He supports everything I do.
He used to frustrate me, because he’s so
fastidious, but now I realise I’m a perfec-
tionist too.

8. Artwork A friend painted this and gave
it to me. It stirs up memories of my child-
hood. We used to go to Lake Macquarie
(NSW) on weekends and school holidays to
waterski, fish and surf.

9. Yoga I stretch every day, even if just
for 15 minutes. Flexibility of the body
maintains flexibility of the mind. And I’m
not going to damage my back for the sake
of a rock.

10. Tools I don’t go anywhere without my
wheelbarrow, landscape rake, spade and
square-mouth shovel. With these four
things, I can build anything.

11. Overalls. These are perfect for the
outdoors. I bought them in New York, and
had my ears pierced and hair braided on
the same day.

CAN’T LIVE WITHOUT  article from Sunday Magazine
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Hellenes & Philhellenes
Celebrating Maria Hills superb book

on the Greek campaign in WWII
Now it’s time for the really BIG event 

in the Diggers and Greeks 
bevy of events - The State Parliamentary Dinner

Wednesday 21st April 2010 - 6.00 pm start
The Poet

George Seferis
A presentation by Dr.
Anthony Dracopoulos
George Seferis played 
a leading role in the
radical renewal of

Greek poetry which
took place in the

1930’s. 
Through his essays 

as well as his own poet-
ry he made a decisive

contribution to the
renewal of Greek 
lyricism and the 

redefinition of Greek
identity, keeping 

a balance between
innovation and the

durability of language
and tradition.

In this lecture we will
examine the basic 
features of Seferis’
innovatory project,
focusing on typical
poems and extracts

from his essays.
Date   Wed 21 April

Time   7.00pm
Venue Greek

Community Club, 
206-210 Lakemba
Street, Lakemba
Cost Free Entry

Contact 02 9750 0440
Language Greek 

Ôïp-rating series plus 
biting news & commentary 

this week on UBI WORLD TV

Whether you’re in the mood for a good
laugh, drama, romance or simply wish
to be informed of the latest news and
compelling views regarding relevant is-
sues in and around Greece, UBI World
TV, Australia’s leading provider of the
best Greek channels broadcasting direct
from Greece and Cyprus, has lined up
an amazing array of top-
notch programming - all
week long!

Polikatoikia – Mega
Cosmos

Welcome to the condomini-
um in Athens where gossip, in-
trigue, catfights, laughter, ha-
tred and love inhabit the col-
orful lives of its tenants.  

Every character you could
imagine lives here: Manolis,
whose “oh shit!!!” expression
sets him apart; Argiris the
crook; Jimmy the man on
the go; Vasiliki the naïve;
Mary the bad mouthier;
Panagiota the upper nose;
Marcos the moody; Betty
“another Chris-
tos”; Chris-
tos the logi-
cal; Thanasis
the big
mouth; Elpi-
da the
herbage; Na-
talie the cyni-
cal; Petros the
teaser; Andreas
another crook;
George the friv-
olous; Nikos the
shy; Lucia the dy-
namic; Takis the
amateur; Eleni
the angry… their misadventures continue on
the series that makes Dante’s Hell look like a
children’s playground! Watch the ongoing sec-
ond season episodes of the wacky hit series Po-
likatoikia every Tuesday and Thursday at

21.45pm AEST, and every Wednesday and Fri-
day at 11.00am (repeat) on Greece’s number
one channel, Mega Cosmos, exclusively on
UBI.

Al Tsantiri News - Alpha
The man with the colorful and popular ‘T-

santiri’ continues to dominate primetime view-
ing on the top-rating Alpha, exclusively on
UBI.

Lakis Lazopoulos, whose show remains one
of the highest rating on Greek TV,

with his signature ir-
repressible ‘subver-
sive voice’ once again
provides viewers with
his sought-after com-
mentary, promising to
stir thoughts and emo-
tions. 

Laughter, tears, reve-
lation, intensity, pas-
sion, song, humour,
joy….expect Lakis to de-
liver them all!

With a wide range of
topics to explore, Lakis
warms up the set once

more and grabs us
with his engaging
presence, his well-
aimed caustic
comments and
his subversive
humor.

Watch Al T-
santiri News
every Sunday
at 21.00pm
AEST on the
channel
where great
Greek enter-
tainment be-

gins, Alpha, exclu-
sively on UBI. 

Get the largest and the best Greek TV and
radio service in Australia and New Zealand.
Subscribe NOW to receive a great offer. Sim-
ply call 1300 400 800 from anywhere in Aus-
tralia, 0800 4000 23 from anywhere in New
Zealand or visit www.ubiworldtv.com.

W H E R E  Y O U R  H E A R T  B E L O N G S

Turning up the heat
This year’s MasterChef Australia is promising to be spicier

than the 2009 version with a much tighter, faster-paced for-
mat. Judge Matt Preston, who has gone from respected food
critic to one of the hottest new stars on television thanks to
the show, said viewers would notice the high-pressured at-
mosphere from the minute the show started. ``It’s running at
a much tighter pace,’’ he said. ``Hopefully, you’ll see the con-
testants much more clearly and develop a relationship with
them early on.’’ Preston said this year the judges had chosen
contestants who had a real true talent to cook, not just nov-
elty acts. ``What we had were quality cooks and then guys
that were terrible cooks, but they were always very entertain-
ing,’’ he said. ``I think that is gone. `It’s about the search for
Australia’s next master chef — it’s not really about using
food as a prop.’’ In other MasterChef Australia secrets, the
Sunday Herald Sun can reveal: THERE will be some high-
quality female cooks in the finals. Producers and the judges
are keen to maintain a female touch after last year’s host
Sarah Wilson left the show; the contestants will relaunch the
menu for George Calombaris’s popular City restaurant The
Press Club, with preparing a high-powered celebrity-filled
dinner as one of the challenges. 

Sunday Herald Sun (Melbourne), April 18.

Pressure cooking with passion
Chef and restaurateur George Calombaris is full of passion

not only for MasterChef, but also for the role of fresh food
and good cooking in modern Australia. He sees that passion
in his own restaurants, of course, and it’s the foundation on
which MasterChef contestants build their aspirations - and
Calombaris has been delighted by what he’s seen in the sec-
ond series. “This year the food knowledge has been excep-
tional,’’ says Calombaris, who has restaurants in Melbourne
and on the Greek island of Mykonos. “But we’ve set them
harder challenges - on one day we had them making 8500
canapes for 2000 people. “I’m making them cook food from
the Press Club, things made by a chef with 18-20 years expe-
rience. We’re just throwing things at them. Unfortunately it’s
like an apprenticeship on steroids but it’s something they
should do before they go out in the big bad world of egotisti-
cal chefs in professional kitchens. 

Sunday Herald Sun (Melbourne), April 18.

Balcano 
Led by George Doukas, a favourite of the Australian Greek music scene, 

Balcano predominately features musicians with an East European background.
Balcano offers an interesting fusion of Balkan music encompassing different

genres: traditional, gypsy and contemporary. Balcano crosses cultural and polit-
ical boundaries, blending brass and violin with bouzouki and baglama to deliver
a big sound with exciting dance rhythms. Helene Doukas’ vocals add a special
flavour. Book early to avoid disappointment as George’s concerts have sold out

in previous years and is sure to again! Cafe Carnivale website: www.cafecarnivale.com.au Date    
Friday 23 April   Time 8.15 pm - Venue Eastside Arts,  395 Oxford Street, Paddington

Cost    Full $28, Concession $25, Café Carnivale Members $22       
Contact Musica Viva Box Office 1800 688 482 (Mon - Fri 9.00 am - 5.00 pm)

www.cafecarnivale.com.au – please note web bookings close 24hrs prior  to concert time. All seating is unreserved.


