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CONFLICT IN THE LAND OF THE MINOTAUR

ARTISTS” STATEMENT.

A S the title suggests the
exhibition has as its

theme both conflict and refer-
ence to the mythology of the
Minotaur and the land of the
Minotaur, the island of Crete.

The conflict I have set out to
explore was the 2nd WW Bat-
tle of Crete, a short bloody
battle that saw Crete invaded
by German paratroopers, who
in the end successfully drove
the Allied forces of Australia,

for the 43rd Anniversary of
the Battle of Crete.

While on Crete for my exhi-
bition, I saw in such an old
landmass, as Crete, rich with
both myth & history an ex-
traordinary moment, when y-
oung  Australian soldiers
fought for their life.

So, in 1990 I returned to
Crete with my family and
spent an 18 month period pro-
ducing a series of works that
related to the Battle, but, I al-
so wove ancient myth into the
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These works were then ex-

I have had a long creative re-
lationship with Greece and the
seeds of the idea of this exhibi-
tion were sown in 1984 when
at the invitation of the Aus-
tralian Embassy in Athens I
exhibited work done on the
Greek island of Leros in Crete

hibited in Crete in May of
1991 as part of the Australian
Governments contribution to
the 50th Anniversary of the
Battle.

On my return to Australia |
further explored the theme &

interviewed sever “Aussie
Diggers” who had fought in
the Battle. I then incorporated
some of the experiences they
related to me into my work &
with the work I had completed

in Crete I held a large solo ex-
hibition at the Australian War
Memorial in 2005.

As an artist, I felt the need
to express both historical fact
as well as weaving myth &

memory into my work & in
this exhibition I have set out to
do that.

Michael Winters,

Canberra.
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H YNOrPA®H ZAZ OA BOHOHZEI NA ZYMMEPIAHOOEI H NEOEAAHNIKH FAQ2ZA 2TO EONIKO MPOTPAMMA AIAAZKANIAZ!!

Ensure the Modern Greek language is included in the National Schools Curriculum by signing the petition and sending it to the address below

YroypayTe TV aiTnon Kai OTEIATE TN OTNV

avamAnpuwTtpia mpwoumoupyo T{ouhia MkiAAapvT

The Hon Julia Gillard MP
Deputy Prime Minister

Minister for Education

MO B 64022

House of Representatives
Pariament House
Canberra ACT 2600

F: (02 6273 4115
B Julia Gillard MPEaph.gov.au

Dear Minister,

RE: AUSTRALIAN LANGUAGES CURRICULUM

In March 2008, vou announced thae the National Curriculum wall include & langeages curniculum from
2011, A fater announcement committed $62.4 million wo Asian language educanon by then.

As an Australian of Hellenic descent, T share the Federal Government’s concern that only thireen per
cent of Year 12 students in this country study a language. 1 believe part of the solution is for study of
languages (including Modern Greek as an option) to be compulsory for all students (K-12),

The Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industey, the Australian Council of State School
Organisations and the Group of Eight Universites have all called for greater emphasis on the teaching
of languages. The Australian Federal Police, the Avstralian Defence Force and non-government aid
agencies contime o cry out for multlingual personnel, as did The Fibed Reorr on intelligence.

\ccording ro as John Byron, Direcror, Australian Academy of the Humanines, “There is plenty of
anecdotal and research evidence that we are failing to pursue all the alternatives we can in trade

to do business with those willing to speak their language®.

The Auvstralian Curriculum should include compulsory language education (including Modern

Greek) alongside English, Science and History. Integral to the study of a particular language is the smudy,

and understanding, of the culmrl conrext that developed that language.

Numerous studics have tlustrated how the systematic smdy of grammar improves smdenis” written
expression, This is also borne our by mulnlingual smdents, who transfer their learning of their second
language (such as Modern Greek} into their leaming of English,

Parents, principals and other stakeholders in Australian education need to be reminded that the
Federal Government thinks that the study of the rest of the world is important. The introduction
of language education (incleding Modern Greek) as a formal part of the Auvstralian Curriculum
cements learning and Australia in its regional and global context.

| look forward 1o your response.

Yours sincerely,

PETITION | AITHMA

Mpog tov ALioTio Npdedpa
Kat va MéAn tn¢ Bouhng
To mapodv aitqpa

GREEK

Opicpévwy  Auctparv moMTwv cuprephapfavopévuy
AVTIMPOOWNTIWY NG KOIVOTNTAC, EKMASEUTIKWY, TOMTIKUV
OPYaVICHWY KLIOPUPATWY OF OAGKANPN TN XWPa,

PEPEL ATV TTPOTOX1] TOU GWHATOC
To onpaviiké B2ua The mepnPng tng NeoeANNVIKAC YAGRO-
oag oto EBviko Mpdypappa Ailbaakadiag, we yAwooag no-
MTIGHIKAC, KOWOTIKAG, I0TOPIKNAE KAl OIKOVORIKAG oNnpaci-
ag yla v Auotpalia kat Tov auotpaMavo Aao.

Q¢ ex toUTou {nTape and T Bouln
Na pepipvriosl, wote va neptngdei n NeoeANnvikiy yAwo-
oa 010 EQvIkd Mpoypappa Adaokahiac, mou Stagopeuver
n Emrpomy Alapoppuang tou EBvikou Mpoypdppatog.
Translation by Kostas Nikolopoulos (Professional Translator, No 10811)
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To the Honourable Speaker and the Members
of the House of Representatives
This petition of

ENGLISH

Certain citizens of Australia including representatives of
community, educational, political organisations, institu-
tions and establishments across the country

draws to the attention of the house
The matter of the importance of including the Modern
Greek language in the National Schools Curriculum as a
language of cultural, community, historical and economic
importance to Australia and the Australian people.

We therefore ask the House to

Ensure that the Modern Greek language is included in the
National Schools Curriculum currently being developed by
the Australian Curriculum and Reporting Authority.

SIGNATURE | YITOTPA®H

Please post this petition to the following address:
Neos Kosmos Petition,
P.0.Box 42, Carlton North, Victoria, 3054

MNapakahoUpe va anocTEAETE TO CUUITANPWHEVO
amokopa otnv akoéhoubn SievBuvon:
Neos Kosmos Petition,

P.0.Box 42, Carlton North, Victoria, 3054



