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✑ PRESIDENT KOSPETAS 
& HELLENIC HOUSE

You just can’t keep a good man tied
down...

Former Sydney Olympic President
Jim Kospetas has taken on another
BIGGER responsibility and is making
every post a winner it seems.

Jim Kospetas is the President of the
Hellenic House in the city and it was
truly a pleasure receiving his first
Newsletter which appears in “Sports-
world” for all of you to see the mam-
moth role Jim has undertaken for the
benefit of the entire Greek communi-
ty. I hope you enjoy it as much as what
I did...

✑ PRESIDENT’S 
NEWSLETTER (APRIL 2010)

Dear members,
My name is James Kospetas.
As this is my first newsletter, please

accept my apologies in advance re-
garding content & length. In this my
first newsletter, I would like thank a
number of individuals, provide a syn-
optic history of the Club and its contri-
bution to the community, provide a
précis of what our current Board has
been working on and has achieved s-
ince September 2009 and what is
planned for the months to come.

1.0      Acknowledgements
Firstly, I would like to thank the

committee and members for electing
me to lead this historic club into the
future. I would also like the thank
John Comino for his passion, commit-
ment & time he has put it in as Presi-
dent of our Club over the past years. I
will do everything in my powers to
achieve the boards & members de-
sired outcomes for this club to prosper
again, as in 1924 did a group of Greek
shopkeepers who founded this Club.

Also in 1955 to 1959 Mr.J. Kouvelis
(president) who built the current
“Hellenic house”. My respect, grati-
tude & thanks to all past presidents
and board members who generously
for gave their time over the last 86
years.

2.0   A Beautiful Hellenic History
As you would be aware, the Hellenic

Club was instrumental in carving our
parents and grandparents transition
from Greece into “the lucky country”,
whether they frequented the club as
members or guests at functions held
there or as supporters of Pan-Hellenic
S.C now Sydney Olympic F.C. I am
sure Hellenic club has contributed to
the Greek fabric of Sydney as we know
it today.

When the Club was originally
formed, the membership was restrict-
ed to sixty (60) persons. The Club’s
membership has significantly grown s-
ince this time and today comprises in
the order of 600 members. The num-
ber of members is expected to signifi-
cantly increase with the provision of
modern facilities in the new club,
which undoubtedly will attract a num-
ber of Greek professionals currently
working in the city precinct.

Throughout the years a number of
prominent Greek-Australians have be-
come members of the club and some
of them have taken an active role by
becoming members of the board. The
list of prominent members and sup-
porters of the Hellenic Club include
the Honorary Member George Souris

MP, Sir Arthur George, Professor
Manuel Aroney AM OBE, Peter
Aroney, Michael Barbouttis OAM,
George Barbouttis OAM, Emmanuel
Comino OAM, John Nicholas Comino
(ex-Mayor of Woollahra and current
Board member), Angelo Hatstouris
OAM, James Samios OAM, Peter
Theo OAM and Steve Vlahos OAM.

The Club conducts a number of ac-
tivities on a regular basis such as lec-
tures from intellectuals and prominent
members of the Greek and Australian
community on a variety of political,
cultural, legal, finance, health and reli-
gious issues. Throughout its history
the Club has been maintained as an in-
dependent entity free of any political
and religious beliefs creating an ideal
environment for Greek visitors such as
politicians, academics and other intel-
lectuals who are visiting Australia to
lecture or inform the Greek society of
current and future events in Greece.

During the past 86 years the Hel-
lenic Club has assisted many charities
both in Australia and in Greece espe-
cially during World War II and be-
yond. The Red Cross, the Benevolent
Society of NSW, the Blind & Deaf So-
cieties, the Spastic Centres to name a
few, have been recipients of the Club’s
generosity. The University of NSW,
Sydney, Macquarie and Athenian Uni-
versities have also benefited from Hel-
lenic Club donations. The Club has
provided free meeting and function
room facilities for numerous organisa-
tions on a regular basis. 

The Club has supported over the
years various Greek organisations
such as the Hellenic Chamber of Com-
merce, Hellenic Council of NSW, and
the Hellenic Lyceum by providing free
accommodation within the Club’s
premises.

3.0     The Fruits of Current
Board’s Labour

The current Board comprises

George Karavanas (Vice President),
Eugene Eugenikos (Vice President)
Stella Doumanis (Treasurer), Greg
Gav, John Comino, Gabriel Aposto-
lakis, Con Micos, Mina Flessas, Gra-
ham Athanaseris and myself.

The Board is motivated in making
the Hellenic Club once again relevant
to the wider Greek/Australian com-
munity whilst retaining our heritage,
traditions, values and the respect of
our forefathers.

Since our current Board was elected
late last year, we have embarked on a
tireless regime to fulfill a number of
objectives and initiatives set out in the
past few years. These objectives and
initiatives are paramount to achieving
our vision and key goal:

Our vision
“To be recognised as a progressive

club relevant in the Greek / Australian
community whilst promoting Hel-
lenism and our culture to all Aus-
tralians”

Our Goal
“In 2010 is to refurbish and occupy

Castlereagh Street premises and opti-
mise rental return from all useable
spaces in the Elizabeth Street building
by late 2010”

Our current Board has achieved a
number of milestones for both the
Elizabeth Street building and the
Castlereagh Street building. These can
be summarized as follows: 

Elizabeth Street Foyer Upgrades (to
be Undertaken in April 2010) 

1. Restore & clean travertine marble
(walls) terrazzo (floor)

2. Granite façade (regrout & polish)
3.New under awning signage 
4.New lighting & repaint ceiling
5. Lift cosmetic upgrade (internal)
6.  New artwork on mirrored wall

To be continued next week

With LAKIS KONISTIS
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ERREA TIPPING COMPETITION

Ï íéêçôÞò èá êåñäßóåé $1000 äïëëÜñéá ôá ïðïßá èá äéáôåèïýí óå ßäñõìá ôçò åðéëïãÞò ôïõ. 
Ôï ðïóü áõôü åßíáé åõãåíéêÞ ðñïóöïñÜ ôçò åôáéñßáò áèëçôéêþí åéäþí “ÅRRÅÁ”.

ÁëéöÝñçò
Ãéþñãïò

Ìáñãéþëçò
Ãéþñãïò

Ðáîéíüò
×ñÞóôïò

ÓôáõñïõëÜêçò
Máíüëçò

ÓôáõñïõëÜêçò
Ãéþñãïò

$4 äéò êïóôßæïõí ôá ïäéêÜ 
äõóôõ÷Þìáôá óôç ÍÍÏ

Ïé öïñïëïãïýìåíïé óôç ÍÍÏ
ðëçñþíïõí ôïõëÜ÷éóôïí $12 åêá-
ôïììýñéá ãéá ôéò áóôõíïìéêÝò Ý-
ñåõíåò ýóôåñá áðü êÜèå ïäéêü  äõ-
óôý÷çìá, åíþ êÜèå èáíáôçöüñï ï-
äéêü äõóôý÷çìá åêáôïììýñéá äï-
ëÜñéá êáé ðåñéóóüôåñá áí êÜðïéïò
ôñáõìáôéóôåß óïâáñÜ.

Á
êüìç êáé áí äåí õðÜñ÷ïõí
íåêñïß Þ ôñáõìáôßåò, ôï êü-
óôïò óôçí êïéíùíßá ãéá Ýíá

ïäéêü äõóôý÷çìá ìðïñåß íá åßíáé å-
îáøÞöéïò áñéèìüò ðïõ èá óõìðåñé-
ëáìâÜíåé ôéò æçìßåò, ôéò õðçñåóßåò å-
êôÜêôùí ðåñéóôáôéêþí, ôï êëåßóéìï
ôùí äñüìùí êëð.

Ôï êüóôïò óôçí êïéíùíßá áðü á-
ðñüóåêôïõò ïäçãïýò åßíáé äýóêïëï
íá õðïëïãéóôåß, áëëÜ áóôõíïìéêÝò
Ýñåõíåò ãéá 60.000 ìåãÜëá äõóôõ÷Þ-
ìáôá óôç ÍÍÏ êÜèå ÷ñüíï õðïëïãß-
æïõí ôï êüóôïò óå $4 äéò ôï ÷ñüíï ìå
âÜóç óôáôéóôéêÝò ôïý 2008.

ÖÝôïò Þäç Ý÷ïõí óêïôùèåß 124 Ü-
ôïìá, ðïëý ðåñéóóüôåñá áðü ðÝñóé
êáé óýìöùíá ìå óôáôéóôéêÝò ôïý
2006 êÜèå èÜíáôïò êïóôßæåé $2,4 å-
êáôïììýñéá. ÊÜèå óïâáñüò ôñáõìá-
ôéóìüò ìå ìåãÜëç áíáðçñßá êïóôßæåé
áêüìç ðåñéóóüôåñá, $3,82 åêáôïì-

ìýñéá, åíþ ãéá ðéï åëáöñÝò áíáðç-
ñßå ôï êüóôïò åßíáé $542.000.

ÅîÜëëïõ, ôï êüóôïò ìüíï ãéá ôï
êëåßóéìï äñüìùí êáé Üëëá åìðüäéá

óôçí ïäéêÞ êõêëïöïñßá áíÝñ÷åôáé
óå Ýíá äéò äïëÜñéá ôï ÷ñüíï.

ÓÔÇ ÖÙÔÏÃÑÁÖÉÁ, ôï êüóôïò å-
íüò ïäéêïý äõóôõ÷Þìáôïò.

ÏÄéêçãïñéêüò
Óýëëïãïò ÍÍÏ

Ýðëåîå ôï åãêþìéï óôçí
«áíôï÷Þ êáé áíåîáñôç-
óßá» ôïý ãåíéêïý åéóáã-
ãåëÝá (DPP) Íßêïëáò
ÊÜïõíôñé, ðïõ èá áðï-
óõñèåß ôïí ÌÜñôéï ôïõ
÷ñüíïõ. 

Ï ê. ÊÜïõíôñé õðçñå-
ôåß óå áõôÞ ôç èÝóç áðü

ôï 1994 êáé åßíáé ãíù-
óôüò ãéá ôéò åðéêñßóåéò
ôïõ óôéò ðïëéôéêÝò ôùí
Åñãáôéêþí êõâåñíÞóå-
ùí ãéá ôïí íüìï êáé ôçí
ôÜîç, åíþ áðáéôïýóå
ìåãáëýôåñç ÷ñçìáôïäü-
ôçóç ãéá ôçí äéêáéïóý-
íç.

Ç êõâÝñíçóç êáôçãï-
ñÞèçêå üôé ðñïóðÜèçóå

íá óõìâéâÜóåé ôçí áíå-
îáñôçóßá ôïý ãåíéêïý
åéóáããåëÝá üôáí áêý-
ñùóå ôçí ìïíéìüôçôÜ
ôïõ ýóôåñá áðü äçìü-
óéåò óõãêñïýóåéò ôçò ìå
ôïí ê. ÊÜïõíôñé.

Ç ðñüåäñïò ôïý  Äé-
êçãïñéêïý Óõëëüãïõ,
ÌÝñé ÌÜêåí åßðå üôé ï
ãåíéêüò åéóáããåëÝáò Þ-
ôáí óÜëðéããá ôÞò êïéíÞò
ëïãéêÞò êáé üôé Ýêáíå
óùóôÞ äïõëåéÜ óå Ýíáí
äýóêïëï ñüëï. 

«Èåùñåßôáé ðïëý êá-
ëüò åéóáããåëÝáò êáé Ý-
íáò åîáéñåôéêüò äéêç-
ãüñïò ðïéíéêïý äéêáß-
ïõ. Ç õðçñåóßá ôïõ Þê-
ìáóå êÜôù áðü ôçí ç-
ãåóßá ôïõ. ×áßñåé åêôß-
ìçóçò êáé åßíáé áêïý-
ñáóôïò óõíÞãïñïò ãéá
ôçí õðïôáãÞ óôïí íüìï
êáé ôçí ôÜîç, ãé’ áõôü
èá åßíáé áéóèçôÞ ç á-
ðïõóßá ôïõ êáé èá åß-
íáé ðïëý äýóêïëï íá á-
íôéêáôáóôáèåß», åßðå ç
ðñüåäñïò ôïý Äéêçãï-
ñéêïý Óõëëüãïõ.

ÓÔÇ ÖÙÔÏÃÑÁÖÉÁ,
ï ãåíéêüò åéóáããåëÝáò

Íßêïëáò ÊÜïõíôñé.  

ÔïîéêÝò 
áíáèõìéÜóåéò 

óêüôùóáí êçðïõñü
Ï Óáì ÂÝëá âãÞ-

êå ðñï÷èÝò ôï
ðñùß íá øåêÜóåé
ìå öõôïêôüíï ôïí
ëá÷áíüêçðïõ ü-
ðùò Ýêáíå ðÜíôá,
áëëÜ ìåñéêÜ ëå-
ðôÜ áñãüôåñá Þ-
ôáí íåêñüò êáé ç
êüñç ôïõ ìåôá-

öÝñèçêå óå íï-
óïêïìåßï åîáé-
ôßáò ôïîéêþí á-
íáèõìéÜóåùí.
Ï 50÷ñïíïò êç-
ðïõñüò, ðáôÝ-
ñáò ðÝíôå ðáé-
äéþí, áíÝðíåõóå
áíáèõìéÜóåéò å-
íüò ðïëý ôïîéêïý
÷çìéêïý, óýìöù-
íá ìå ôéò åêôéìÞ-

óåéò ôùí ôñáõìáôéïöïñÝùí. Ç êüñç ôïõ
ÑåíÝ êáé äýï áäÝëöéá ôçò Ýóðåõóáí íá
ôïí âïçèÞóïõí ìå ôå÷íéôÞ áíáðíïÞ, áëëÜ
ðÝèáíå åðéôüðïõ, åíþ ôá ôñßá ðáéäéÜ ôïõ
Ýäåéîáí óõìðôþìáôá äçëçôçñßáóçò, íáõ-
ôßá ìå åìåôü êáé ìåôáöÝñèçêáí óôï íïóï-
êïìåßï ôïý Ëßâåñðïõë.

Ç áóôõíïìßá äåí ìðïñïýóå íá åðéâå-
âáéþóåé áí ç êáñäéáêÞ ðñïóâïëÞ óôïí
ÂÝëá ðñïêëÞèçêå áðü ôéò ôïîéêÝò áíáèõ-
ìéÜóåéò êáé áíáìÝíïíôáé ôá áðïôåëÝóìá-
ôá ôÞò íåêñïøßáò. Åéäéêïß ðñïåéäïðïßç-
óáí ôïõò êéíäýíïõò áðü ôçí ÷ñÞóç ðïëý
ôïîéêþí öõôïöáñìÜêùí.

ÓÔÇ ÖÙÔÏÃÑÁÖÉÁ, ôï óðßôé 
ôïý Üôõ÷ïõ êçðïõñïý.  

Åßíáé äýóêïëï íá áíôéêáôáóôáèåß
ï ãåíéêüò åéóáããåëÝáò ÊÜïõíôñé

«Óêëçñüò» åñãïäüôçò 
ï ðñùèõðïõñãüò ÑÜíô

Ï ðñùèõðïõñãüò, ÊÝâéí Ñáíô, åßðå ÷èåò üôé ï ìåãÜëïò áñéèìüò õðáëëÞëùí
óôï ãñáöåßï ôïõ ðïõ ðáñáéôïýíôáé åßíáé áíáðüöåõêôïò áí ëçöèåß õðüøç ç
öýóç ôÞò ðïëéôéêÞò êáé ç êáñéÝñá ôùí õðáëëÞëùí ôïõ ðñÝðåé íá ìåôñéÝôáé
óå ÷ñüíéá óêýëùí ðïõ áíôéóôïé÷ïýí óå åðôÜ áíèñþðéíá ó÷üëéá.

Ï ê. Ñáíô áðÜíôçóå óå êáôáããåëßá üôé åßíáé óêëçñüò åñãïäüôçò åðåéäÞ 28
õðáëëçëïß ôïõ Ý÷ïõí ðáñáéôçèåß óôá äõüìéóõ ÷ñüíéá ôÞò ðñùèõðïõñãßáò
ôïõ.

Ç áíôéðïëßôåõóç ëÝåé üôé ï ìåãÜëïò áñéèìüò õðáëëÞëùí ðïõ ðáñáéôÞèç-
êáí áðü ôï ãñáöåßï ôïý ê. Ñáíô åßíáé Ýíäåéîç ðùò ðñüêåéôáé ãéá Ýíáí Üíèñù-
ðï ðïëý äýóêïëï íá óõíåñãáóôåß, áëëÜ ï ßäéïò äÞëùóå óå ñáäéïöùíéêÞ åêðï-
ìðÞ üôé äåí áðïëïãåßôáé ãé’ áõôü åðåéäÞ ç ðïëéôéêÞ åßíáé äýóêïëç õðüèåóç.

«ÊÜèå ÷ñüíïò åñãáóßáò óôçí ðïëéôéêÞ áíôéóôïé÷åß ìå åðôÜ ÷ñüíéá óôçí
êáíïíéêÞ æùÞ êáé ïé ðïëßôåò ðåñéìÝíïõí áðü ôïõò ðïëéôéêïýò êáé ôïõò õðáë-
ëÞëïõò ôïõò íá åñãÜæïíôáé óêëçñÜ», åßðå ï ê. Ñáíô.

«Ãéá íá åñãáóôïýí óôçí ÊáìðÝñá áðï÷ùñßæïíôáé ôéò ïéêïãÝíåéÝò ôïõò êáé
áëëÜæåé ç æùÞ ôïõò», åßðå ï ê. Ñáíô.      


