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Two words about me: 
People often admire my relaxed

mode, but it is only a facade- I truly do
stress about matters. After all my ex-
periences, I still have an idealistic view
on life (some people would call it
naivety)- which often gets me into
trouble with the ‘realists’. For in-
stance, I believe we all have some kind
of social duty to society- we can all
contribute to society’s improvement. 

Where was I born: 
Sydney, Australia

Star sign: 
Gemini

Family status: 
Married, with three children

My origins: 
Both my parents, Mihalis and Niki,

were born in Mesotopos, Lesvos.  

Two words about my family: 
What I have learnt over the years is

how important a family’s support net-
work is; not only do they provide sup-
port, they also offer encouragement
that inspires you to keep going. I feel
blessed to have such caring and loving
partner and children, parents, siblings
and nephews around me.  

About my work: 
I am a high school teacher- special-

ising in English- and thoroughly enjoy
teaching. Every day, week, month and
year poses new challenges that need
to be overcome. There is never a dull
moment. Just do not talk about our
ever-increasing paperwork....

My interests: 
After years serving in various Greek

associations, my ‘calling’ has been to
document the migration of ‘Lesvians’
to Australia. I still love listening to
music and watching ‘world movies’,
but conducting and archiving photo-
graphs/interviews now take up most of
my free time. I was such a football fa-
natic...I do not even have time for this
anymore.  

My favourite food: 
The way my father prepares sou-

vlakia (marinated and in wine
overnight) makes them tender and
tasty; add my mother’s creamy pasti-
chio and all my wife’s sweets (choco-
late and non-chocolate), and our fam-
ily BBQ is heaven for our taste buds.
Got to give a plug to Giorgos Savvas’
home-grown tomatoes- they are in-
credible!

My favourite book: 
Very hard in pick one book from a

vast catalogue. All the books on the
“Asia Minor Catastrophe” and
Balkan Wars (1912-13) I enjoyed
reading. I remember ‘Rembetika’ by
Gail Holst opened a whole new per-
spective on Greek music. It does not
necessarily have to be Greek... As a y-
oung adult, I read the Jim Morrison’s
biography, ‘No-one Gets Out Alive,’
in a two days. Over the years, William

Golding’s ‘Lord of the Flies’ has really
grown on me. 

About my life in Australia: 
Extremely busy- balancing family,

teaching, social life and Syndesmos
There seems to be no weekends or
holidays for rest and relaxation. And
it is only getting BUSIER!!!!

My relationship with
Greece: 

Monthly telephone calls to most rel-
atives, a monthly dispatch of Greek
magazines from my cousin Dimitris, a
daily ritual of reading Greek newspa-
pers on-line... Greece (or some aspect
of Greece) is always on my mind. 

What I like about living in
Australia:

Everything about it. I think we take
Australia for granted at times.
Whether it is the sheer space we live in
or the freedom of expression we enjoy,
it is a very special place in the world.  

What I don’t like about 
living in Australia: 

The only thing which makes Aus-
tralia difficult for me (at times) is its
geographical isolation. I feel we are
just too far away from things- espe-
cially socio-cultural events. 

If I would like to live in

Greece one day and why: 
Throughout my youth, I had the ‘ro-

mantic’ vision of relocating to Greece;
after university, I travelled there to
see where I could ‘fit’ in and realised
my destiny was here. What I have re-
alised is we can make significant con-
tributions to Hellenism and Hellenic
culture from abroad.   

My personal big dream: 
Too complicated, too big and too

dependent on so many factors. 

My life philosophy: 
It is cliched but life is very short, so

we really have to chase our dreams.
There is no time to waste... (And you
got to have a supportive partner and
family to help you realise these
dreams). 

Every week, “Kosmos” newspaper will be presenting stories of Greeks in
Australia. If you would like to share your story with us, send us an email

and your favourite photo at: kosmos@kosmos.com.au 

PEOPLE
LIKE US…

Vasilis Vasilas documents 

the migration of “Lesvians” to Australia

T
HERE is no shortage of live entertainment at
Bankstown Sports Club. Put your dancing
shoes on for Dance with Zorba starring dy-

namic vocalist Steve St Clair, backed by the fabulous
Paradise Band, who will sing popular songs in Greek
and English. Greek vocal duo Efi and Antony the ex-
citing Endaxi Dancers and an exotic belly dancer will
also take to the stage on Friday.  If you are looking for
some relaxing and free entertainment wander over to
the Piano Bar for beautiful piano tunes provided by
Joanna Melas from 5.30 pm.
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JoannaParadise Band

Endaxi Dancers

Peta Elizabeth Maley of Coogee and Harry Stavrinos of
Greenacre wed at St Euphemia, Greek Orthodox Church,
Bankstown and enjoyed a reception at Conca D’oro
Events Centre, Riverwood. The couple now live at
Belmore. Picture: MOTIF - PHOTOGRAPHY

Alex and Linda Erou were married at Saint Euphemia
Greek Orthodox Bankstown, on February 6. They had a

reception at the Emporium Function Centre, Bankstown. 
Picture: RCF - PHOTOGRAPHY

REPLY LETTER TO MR STEVE GEORGANAS MP 
from the Hon Julia Gillard MP

WEDDINGS

Christopher Deligiannis contributes 
to the Australian Political Debate!!

Á young Hellene’s
report and ideas
from Sydney…
make it to 
Australian Prime
Minister Kevin
Rudd in Canberra!

It is always important
to bring to the surface

young Hellenes, 1st, 2nd
or 3rd Greek-Australians,
who make a contribution
to the Australian political
scene and contribute to
the various debates that
may shape the future of
the country. Our young
Hellenes appear to have
the genes of their ancient
ancestors, who had a s-
take in the political “bios”
of Classical Greece and
formed policies on a vari-
ety of issues!! 

Sydneysider, Christo-
pher Deligianis is a seven-
teen year old year 12 stu-
dent, undertaking his
HSC at the end of this
year, and school officer at
Trinity Grammar School,
in the inner western Syd-
ney suburb of Summer
Hill. Christopher is a sec-
ond generation Greek
Australian whose origins
are from the Peloponnese
and the Dodecanese; he is
the only child of Charles
(Kyriacos) Deligianis,
whose parents Peter and
Maria Deligianis emigrat-
ed from Neapolis town in
the southern Peloponnese
and Helen Deligianis,

daughter of Irene and
Nicholas Tritsaris both
from the island of Kos in
the southern Dodecanese
islands in the Eastern
Aegean Sea. Living in the
Greek-predominant
south western suburb of
Earlwood his whole life,
Christopher has been
raised by Greek parents
that have taught him the
value of both a proper ed-
ucation as well as family,
values that have allowed
him to adopt a position of
leadership at his school.
Being a keen, first-grade,
debater for the better part
of eight years, Christo-
pher recently won into a
federal government initia-
tive, the ‘National Consti-
tutional Convention’.
This has to be seen as a
success for Christopher
and the wider Greek-Aus-
tralian youth.

After submitting a writ-
ten report on the topic of
‘Aboriginal Rights under
the Constitution’, he was
accepted into a debate
and open forum late last
year at the NSW State

Parliament. As he was
elected chairperson by
the other year 12 partici-
pants, he saw himself be-
ing chosen to represent
NSW, in the Australian
capital, Canberra. Meet-
ing with delegates from
the other states and terri-
tories, they debated top-
ics under the umbrella
term of ‘Federalism: U-
nite or Divide?” Upon
listening to arguments
for and against the na-
tionalisation of water and
health, by Federal Sena-
tors Kate Lundy and
Cory Bernadi, Christo-
pher participated in
forming a communiqué
based on the outcomes of
the debates. This was in
turn presented to the
President of the Senate,
Senator the Hon John
Hogg. This communiqué
was then passed on di-
rectly to the Australian
Prime Minister, Kevin
Rudd to be considered!

Christopher’s interview
in tomorrow’s English

edition


