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9292 Greek Orthodox Parish and Community
of Burwood and District St Nectarios

Holy Friday

H
oly Friday commem-
orates the crucifixion
& burial of Christ.

This is a day of mourning &
fasting amongst the Orthodox
Christians.

As I recall my childhood
memories,  the crucifixion,
burial & resurrection of Christ
were for my family, amongst
the most important events of
the Orthodox  Easter calen-
dar,  as I’m sure in many ways,
it  was as important to every
Greek  family.  

My mothers’ agenda was
simple, every day of the Holy
week, rain, hail or shine we
were expected to attend mass.
My mother did not let us for-
get the importance and rele-

vance of the days leading up to
Easter Friday.  The most
memorable for me was the
early morning arrival to
church on Easter Friday, to
help decorate the bier, in
readiness for the Epitaphio
that it would carry that after-
noon. “This was a day to re-
flect on the pain that was en-
dured and the extreme humil-
ity that Christ suffered for
our salvation”.

This day took place once a-
gain last Friday 2nd April
2010.  Easter Friday morning
saw the same ritual take
place at St Nectarios Bur-
wood.  The courtyard was a
busy place, buckets of fresh
roses filled the footpath and
there at the head of the path
stood the bier, ready to be
transformed into a tomb fit
for a king.  Everyone had a
job to do and every role was
just as important as the next,
from the stem cutters,
Camellia pruners to the cof-
fee makers.   We all had a
reason for being there,
wether it was for half an hour

or half a day.  Each and every
person there, contributed in
making the final resalt one
that was worthy of the task
that had been bestowed to it.
Parishioners put their love
and heart into what repre-
sented for them a passion for
their Christ.

As a sign of respect, the Sep-
ulcher, a carved wooden bier
that symbolises the Tomb of
Christ was decorated lavishly
with flowers.

The service was a time to
commemorate the suffering of
Christ, as we remember his
death on the cross.  At the
same time this offered piece
and a time to reflect as we
prayed for our spiritual well

–being.
As Fr John Kapetas read the

Scripture, the service was in-
tensified by the hymns of the
cantors as the myrofores
showered the Epitaphio with
flower petals.

The lights on the bier were
lit and it was now time to start
a processing that would see
the Epitaphio carried through
the local streets of the parish

community.  
The Epitaphio was carried

on the shoulders of the faithful
as a candlelit procession made
its way through the streets of
Burwood.

The same streets that we
walked on daily, were now
transformed into the path that
would lead the procession of
the Epitaphio back to its final
destination, St Nectarios
Church.  

The parishioners had come
by the thousands, as the Epi-
taphio was carried to the front
steps of the Church, a sea of
candle light followed that
seemed to fade in the distance.
Here were the faithfully pay-
ing their respects.

As the Epitaphio was put in
its final resting place, Parish-
ioners took the time to reflect
on what the day meant to
them and their family. 

The Sklavenitis family took
some time out after the service
to admire the beauty of the
Epitaphio.

It was not until I became a
parent, with children of my
own, that I truly understood
my mothers pride in taking
part in this significant event.
In some small & perhaps sig-
nificant way we had all been
part of the service that took
place that evening.          

I have now instilled my
mothers’ traditions in my own
children and looking back now
I see there was no real agenda,
just her way of upholding a
tradition of  faith she had
passed down to her as I have
no doubt as your parents had
to them.

A special Thank You must
be given to the St Nectarios
Burwood Ladies Philoptochos
and the volunteers who sup-
ported them on the day.  

Athena Eliopoulos
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¼óëï

Ðñþçí åðßóêïðïò ôçò
ÊáèïëéêÞò Åêêëçóßáò ôçò
Íïñâçãßáò ðáñáäÝ÷ôçêå
üôé åß÷å êáêïðïéÞóåé óå-
îïõáëéêÜ Ýíáí áíÞëéêï
ðñéí áðü 20 ÷ñüíéá.
Ðñüêåéôáé ãéá ôï ôåëåõ-
ôáßï óõìâÜí óå ìéá óåé-
ñÜ óêáíäÜëùí ðáéäåñá-
óôßáò ðïõ óõãêëïíßæïõí
ôçí ÊáèïëéêÞ Åêêëçóßá.

Ó
õãêëïíéóìÝíç ìåôÜ
ôçí áðïêÜëõøç üôé ï
ðñþçí åðßóêïðïò

(ÃêÝïñãê) Ìßëåñ ôïõ Ôñï-
íô÷Üéì (íüôéá Íïñâçãßá) ðá-
ñáäÝ÷ôçêå üôé êáêïðïßçóå
óåîïõáëéêÜ Ýíáí áíÞëéêï
êáé ïìïëüãçóå üôé áõôüò Þ-
ôáí ï ëüãïò ãéá ôïí ïðïßï á-
ðï÷þñçóå áðü ôá êáèÞêïíôÜ
ôïõ ðÝñõóé, áíÝöåñå áíáêïß-
íùóç ôçò ÊáèïëéêÞò Åêêëç-
óßáò ôçò Íïñâçãßáò.

Ï 58÷ñïíïò Ìßëåñ ðïõ
ãåííÞèçêå êïíôÜ óôçí ðüëç
ÔñÝâåò ôçò Ãåñìáíßáò áðï-
÷þñçóå îáöíéêÜ áðü ôçí åðé-
óêïðÞ ôçò ðüëçò Ôñïíô÷Üéì
ðÝñõóé ôïí Éïýíéï. 

Ï ßäéïò áíáêïßíùóå ôçí
ðáñáßôçóç ôïõ óôç äéÜñêåéá
êçñýãìáôïò áëëÜ ôüôå ôá áß-

ôéÜ ôçò áðïäüèçêáí óå ðñï-
âëÞìáôá óõíåñãáóßáò ìå ôçí
áäåëöüôçôá ôùí êëçñéêþí.

Óýìöùíá ìå ôç íïñâçãéêÞ
åöçìåñßäá Adresseavisen
ðïõ áðïêÜëõøå ôçí õðüèå-
óç, ôá ãåãïíüôá åêôõëß÷èç-
êáí ðñéí áðü 20 ÷ñüíéá üôáí
ï Ìßëåñ Þôáí éåñÝáò óôï
Ôñïíô÷Üéì.

Ôï èýìá, Ýíá áãüñé áðü
ôçí åêêëçóéáóôéêÞ ÷ïñùäßá,
çëéêßáò ðåñßðïõ 30 åôþí óÞ-
ìåñá, Ýëáâå áðïæçìßùóç
40.000 êïñþíåò Íïñâçãßáò
(67.000 äïëÜñéá) áðü ôçí åê-
êëçóßá.

Ôï Âáôéêáíü ãíþñéæå ôçí
õðüèåóç áðü ôïí ÉáíïõÜñéï
ôïõ 2009 êáé Üñ÷éóå ôç äéå-
íÝñãåéá Ýñåõíáò. Ï Ìßëåñ,
áíôéìÝôùðïò ìå ôïõò éó÷õñé-

óìïýò áõôïýò, ðáñáäÝ÷ôçêå
ôçí åíï÷Þ ôïõ êáé Ýöõãå áðü
ôç Íïñâçãßá. 

Ïé ëåðôïìÝñåéåò ôçò õðü-
èåóçò äåí åß÷áí äçìïóéïðïé-
çèåß «ýóôåñá áðü áßôçìá ôïõ
èýìáôïò», åîçãåß ç åêêëçóßá
óôçí áíáêïßíùóÞ ôçò. 

Ï Ìßëåñ, éåñÝáò áðü ôï
1979 êáé åðßóêïðïò Ôñï-
íô÷Üéì áðü ôï 1997 Ýùò ôï
2009, ïìïëüãçóå üôé ôï áãüñé
ôçò ÷ïñùäßáò Þôáí ôï ìüíï
ðïõ åß÷å êáêïðïéÞóåé óå-
îïõáëéêÜ êáé åßðå üôé äåí õ-
ðÞñîáí Üëëá èýìáôá, óýì-
öùíá ìå ôçí åêêëçóßá ôçò
Íïñâçãßáò. Ó÷åäüí ôï 80%
ôùí 4,8 åêáôïììõñßùí Íïñ-
âçãþí åßíáé ìÝëç ôçò Åõáã-
ãåëéêÞò ËïõèçñáíéêÞò Åê-
êëçóßáò ôçò Íïñâçãßáò, åíþ
ç ÊáèïëéêÞ Åêêëçóßá Ý÷åé
46.000 ðéóôïýò.

Ç ÑùìáéïêáèïëéêÞ Åêêëç-
óßá óåßåôáé ôéò ôåëåõôáßåò å-
âäïìÜäåò ìåôÜ ôéò áðïêáëý-
øåéò óåéñÜò óêáíäÜëùí ðáé-
äåñáóôßáò óå ðïëëÝò ÷þñåò
ôïõ êüóìïõ. 

Ôá óêÜíäáëá áããßæïõí ìÜ-
ëéóôá êáé ôïí ÐÜðá ÂåíÝäé-
êôï ÉÓô’, ï ïðïßïò êáôçãïñåß-
ôáé üôé åß÷å óõãêáëýøåé ðåñé-
óôáôéêÜ óåîïõáëéêÞò êáêï-
ðïßçóçò üôáí Þôáí åðéêåöá-
ëÞò ôçò åðéôñïðÞò ãéá ôçí ïñ-
èüôçôá ôçò ðßóôçò.

Óôï öùò ðåñéóôáôéêü óåîïõáëéêÞò 
êáêïðïßçóçò áíçëßêïõ áðü 

ðñþçí åðßóêïðï óôç Íïñâçãßá 

Ìðáíãêüê. - Ï ðñùèõðïõñãüò ôçò Ôáú-
ëÜíäçò Áì÷ßóéô Âåôæáôæßâá êÞñõîå ôçí ðå-
ñéï÷Þ ôçò Ìðáíãêüê óå êáôÜóôáóç Ýêôá-
êôçò áíÜãêçò, ìåôÜ ôéò óõãêñïýóåéò ìåôáîý
áíôéêõâåñíçôéêþí äéáäçëùôþí êáé áóôõíï-
ìßáò. Ïé ëåãüìåíïé «êüêêéíïé äéáäçëùôÝò»
(áðü ôï ÷ñþìá ðïõ Ý÷ïõí åðéëÝîåé ãéá ôç
äéáìáñôõñßá ôïõò) åéóÞëèáí óôï Êïéíïâïý-
ëéï ôçí ÔåôÜñôç êáé âïõëåõôÝò äéÝöõãáí ìå
åëéêüðôåñï. Áñêåôïß óêáñöÜëùóáí óôï
öñÜ÷ôç ðïõ ðåñéÝâáëå ôï êôßñéï, ðñïêåéìÝ-
íïõ íá äéáöýãïõí. Ðïëëïß äéáäçëùôÝò êñá-
ôïýóáí äáêñõãüíá êáé üðëá, ôá ïðïßá äÞ-
ëùóáí üôé Üñðáîáí áðü Üíäñåò ôùí äõíÜ-
ìåùí áóöáëåßáò. ÄåêÜäåò áóôõíïìéêïß
âñÝèçêáí óôï óçìåßï. Ðñüêåéôáé ãéá ôçí
ðéï ÷áïôéêÞ óõãêÝíôñùóç ôùí ôåëåõôáßùí
åâäïìÜäùí, êáôÜ ôéò ïðïßåò ïé äéáäçëþóåéò
Þôáí ìåí óôï çìåñÞóéï ðñüãñáììá áëëÜ ïé
ôáñá÷Ýò Þôáí óðáíéüôáôåò.

Íùñßôåñá óôç ÂïõëÞ åß÷å óõíåäñéÜóåé ôï
õðïõñãéêü óõìâïýëéï êáé ïé õðïõñãïß åß-
÷áí áíá÷ùñÞóåé ðñéí ïé äéáäçëùôÝò åéóÝë-
èïõí óôïí ðåñßâïëï ôïõ êôéñßïõ. Ïé äéáäç-
ëùôÝò, ï áñéèìüò ôùí ïðïßùí öáßíåôáé íá
ìåãáëþíåé üóï ðåñíïýí ïé çìÝñåò, æçôïýí
áðü ôéò 14 Ìáñôßïõ ôçí ðáñáßôçóç ôïõ
ðñùèõðïõñãïý ôçò ÔáúëÜíäçò êáé õðïóôç-
ñßæïõí ôïí áíáôñáðÝíôá ðñùèõðïõñãü

ÔÜêóéí ÓéíáïõÜôñá, ðïõ óýìöùíá ìå ôéò
äçìïóêïðÞóåéò èá åðéêñáôïýóå ìå Üíåóç
åÜí ãßíïíôáí åêëïãÝò. Áñêåôïß áðü ôïõò
äéáäçëùôÝò óôçí ðñùôåýïõóá ðñïÝñ÷ïíôáé
áðü öôù÷Ýò áãñïôéêÝò ðåñéï÷Ýò óôï âüñåéï
ôìÞìá ôçò ÷þñáò êáé áñíïýíôáé íá õðï÷ù-
ñÞóïõí åÜí äåí áðïóõñèåß áðü ôçí ðñùèõ-
ðïõñãßá ï Áìðßóéô Âåôæáôæßâá. Ï Ôáúëáí-
äüò ðñùèõðïõñãüò ðñüôåéíå íá ãßíåé ðñï-
óöõãÞ óôéò êÜëðåò ðñïò ôï ôÝëïò ôïõ ÷ñü-
íïõ, áëëÜ ïé äéáäçëùôÝò æçôïýí Üìåóåò å-
êëïãÝò. Ôï «êßíçìá ìå ôéò êüêêéíåò ìðëïý-
æåò» -åðßóçìá, «ÅíùìÝíï ÌÝôùðï ãéá ôç
Äçìïêñáôßá åíáíôßïí ôçò Äéêôáôïñßáò»- èå-
ùñåß üôé ï ðñùèõðïõñãüò óôåñåßôáé íïìéìï-
ðïßçóçò, áíáëáìâÜíïíôáò ôçí åîïõóßá ìå-
ôÜ ôçí áðïðïìðÞ ôïõ ÓéíáïõÜôñá ôï 2006
ìå ðñáîéêüðçìá. 

Óå êáôÜóôáóç Ýêôáêôçò áíÜãêçò êçñýóóåé 
ôçí Ìðáíãêüê ï ðñùèõðïõñãüò ôçò ÔáúëÜíäçò 


