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BRUNSWICK ALP CANDIDATE JOINS
GREEK LANGUAGE CAMPAIGN

As the ALP candidate for the state seat of Brunswick,
I am giving my full support to the campaign to have the
Modern Greek Language included in the National
Schools Curriculum. By signing the petition, I am adding
to Victorian Premier John Brumby’s call to back the
campaign and have Greek named as one of the lan-
guages of national importance.

I feel it is essential that I add my voice to those of the
broader Greek Australian Community and Modern
Greek Language stakeholders, in asking that the Aus-
tralian Curriculum and Reporting Authority (ACARA)
give full consideration to the inclusion of the Modern
Greek Language.

My strong connections with Brunswick and its exten-
sive Greek community continually remind me of the im-
portant contribution the Greeks have made to Aus-
tralia’s history and their essential role in our countries fu-
ture. Six generations of my family have lived in
Brunswick and we have always admired the Greek com-
munities’ work ethic and core values that have made the
area what it is today. It is through the Greek communi-
ties efforts, especially over the past 60 years, that
Brunswick has become known as one of the pillars of
Greek language education. As a result, today, we can
reap the benefits of the vast infrastructure of afternoon
schools, Saturday morning schools, church schools and

Picture caption: Federal Member for Calwell Maria
Vamvakinou with ALP candidate for the seat of
Brunswick Jane Garrett signing the petition to

include the Modern Greek Language in the
National Curriculum.
long distance teaching schools already in place to sup-
port the inclusion of the Modern Greek language in the
curriculum.

My decision to support the campaign is strengthened
by the substantial ongoing financial support the Greek
Government provides to Australia every year to support
Modern Greek Language teaching. As a resident of a s-
tate with the largest Greek population outside of Greece,
my work experiences and my history of community in-
volvement have taught me the importance of working

with people who make a difference, not only to their
lives, but also to their workplace and the community
around them.

I feel the inclusion of Greek in the curriculum, will
provide a link for third and fourth generation Australian-
Greeks to identify with the cultural roots that have made
our society what it is today. I have fought for working
families all my life and feel this is a key issue to main-
taining the core values of the community that has made
an enormous contribution to Australian society.

In addition to the language’s importance to the local
community, it is significant to note that Greek is one of
the top five languages other than English spoken in Aus-
tralia. There are also more than 365,000 Australians i-
dentifying with Greek ancestry. Modern Greek is seen
globally as a relevant, working language and is recog-
nised as one of the five official languages of the Euro-
pean Union. It is for these reasons I would stress the im-
portance of including the Modern Greek Language in
the National Curriculum and making it available to all in
the Australian community.

Jane Garrett is a national union services manager for
Slater and Gordon and works closely with unions to rep-
resent and advance workers rights across the country. As
a Senior Legal and Policy Advisor for Steve Bracks, she
worked on a number of key reforms to justice in Victoria.
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Ensure the Modern Greek language is included in the National Schools Curriculum by signing the petition and sending it to the address below
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5 To the Honourable Speaker and the Members
of the House of Representatives
This petition of

ENGL

Deputy Prime Minister
Minister for Educanon

PO Box 6022

House of Representatives
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

I (02) 6273 4115
E: Julia. Gillard MPiiaph.gov.au

Dear Minister,

RE: AUSTRALIAN LANGUAGES CURRICULUM

In March 2008, vou announced thar the Natonal Curriculum will include a languages curticulum from
2011 A later announcement committed $62.4 million to Astan languapee education by then.

‘s an Australian of Hellenie descent, | share the Federal Government’s concern that only thirteen per
cent of Year 12 students in this country study a language. T believe part of the solution is for study of
languages (including Modern Greek as an option) to be compulsory for all studenes (K-12).

The Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industey, the Australian Couneil of State School
Organisations and the Group of Fighr Universities have all called for grearer emphasis on the weaching
of languages. The Australian Federal Police, the Australian Defence Farce and non-povermment aid
agencies contnue o ory out for mulalingeal personned, as did The Foed Report on intelligence

\ccording ro as John Byron, Direcror, Australian Academy of the Humanities, “There is plenty of
anecdotal and research evidence that we are failing vo pursue all the alternatives we can in trade

to do business with those willing to speak their language™,

The Auvstralian Curriculum should include compulsory language education (including Modemn

Greek) alongside English, Science and History, Integral to the study of 2 parocolar language is the study,

and understanding, of the culiural contexe thar developed thar language.

MNumerous studies have illustrated how the systematic study of grammar improves students” written
expression. This is also borme our by multlingual stedents, who transfer their learning of their second
language (such as Modem Greek) into their leaming of English,

Parents, principals and other stakeholders in Australian education need 1o be reminded thar the
Federal Government thinks that the study of the rest of the world is important. The introduction
of language education (including Modern Greek) as a formal part of the Australian Curriculum
cements learning and Australia in its regional and global context,

I look forward to your response.

Yours sincerely,

Opiopévwy  AuoTpahdv oMTWV cuprepraufavopévwy
AVTIIPOOWIWY TNE KOWOTNTAC, EKTASEUTIKLVY, TOMTIKWY
OPYaVIoUWY Kat tEPUHATWY OE OAGKANPN TN XWPQ,

PEPEL TNV MPOTOXT| TOV CWHATOG
To onpavtikd Bspa g mepnng g NeoeAnVvIKAC yAWo-
oag oto EBviko Mpdypappa Abackaliag, we y\wooag no-
NTIGUIKG, KOIVOTIKAG, IGTOPIKNAG KOl OIKOVOUIKNG Onpaoi-
ag yla v Auatpalia kat Tov auotpalavo Aao.

Q¢ ex ToUTOUL {NTApE and ) Boulr
Na pepipvrioel, wote va nephngdei n NeoeAnvikr yhwo-
oa oto EBviko Npdypapua Aidaokariag, mou Slapopewver
n Emtrponty Alapopgpuwong tou EBvikol Mpoypdppatog.
Translation by Kostas Nikolopoulos (Professional Translator, No 10811)
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Certain citizens of Australia including representatives of
community, educational, political organisations, institu-
tions and establishments across the country

draws to the attention of the house

The matter of the importance of including the Modern
Greek language in the National Schools Curriculum as a
language of cultural, community, historical and economic
importance to Australia and the Australian people.

We therefore ask the House to

Ensure that the Modern Greek language is included in the
National Schools Curriculum currently being developed by
the Australian Curriculum and Reporting Authority.

SIGNATURE | YNOTPAGH

Please post this petition to the following address:
Neos Kosmos Petition,
P.0.Box 42, Carlton North, Victoria, 3054

NapakahoUE va anocTENETE TO CUMITANPWHEVO
AMOKOMKa oTNY akdioudn Sielbuvon:
Neos Kosmos Petition,

P.0.Box 42, Carlton North, Victoria, 3054



