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Now children counselled for missing
out on school plays

dents to help them cope with the disappoint-
ment of missing out on a role in a musical or
as school captain or prefect.

The development comes as principals have urged
parents to allow their children to fail and learn valu-
able lessons from mistakes and disappointments.

At Meriden, an Anglican school for girls in Strath-
field, one teacher collated ideas from primary-aged s-
tudents on how to deal with the disappointment of not
getting a part in the junior school musical. The sug-
gestions included “’be proud you gave it a go” and “’re-
member the huge number of people who tried out for
only eight roles”.

At the bottom of the note she gave to students, the
teacher wrote: ”"Being able to bounce back is the most
valuable lesson you can learn ... Here’s to growing
from life’s setbacks!”

Parents of junior school students at Meriden were
also sent letters to help prepare children who missed
out on being elected as school prefects.

The headmistress of Meriden, Julie Greenhalgh,
said there was more pressure on today’s children to be
successful.

”Most parents are anxious for their children to do

TEACHERS are sending home notes with stu-

well,” she said. ”Smaller families are contributing to
more pressure on children to be successful.”

At Loreto Normanhurst, students are given coun-
selling every three weeks to discuss their “successes
and failures”.

The headmaster of Barker College, Rod Kefford,
believes larger families equipped children better for
life’s disappointments, with older brothers and sisters
often correcting younger siblings.

”We are not equipping children to deal with disap-
pointment,” Dr Kefford said.

It seems to me that modern parents need too much
to be liked by their children. Many parents want to be
their children’s friends ... They are reliving their ado-
lescent experience of not wanting to be unpopular.”

Kim Robb, from Eastwood, mother of William, 12,
Harry, 9, and Abigail, 7, said her eldest son missed
out on a place in the soccer team and on the school
captaincy. But this had encouraged him to keep try-
ing. "He doesn’t give up and always gives things a go,”
Mrs Robb said. ”My children have never been pushed
to be the best, but to be the best they can.”

When 11-year-old Liyeri Comino was elected
school captain at Bald Face Public School in Blake-
hurst, her twin sister, Yana, also nominated, took it
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Twin pique... Yana Comino, left, took her twin sis-
ter Liyeri’s election to school captain in her stride,
despite also being nominated for the position.
Photo: Peter Rae
on the chin. But there were tears from some of the

other children who missed out.

”Yana coped very well but there were other stu-
dents who found it very emotional,” her father, Theo,
said.

Mr Comino, a primary teacher at another school,
said children of past generations had to live with dis-
appointments, but schools were now actively helping
youngsters to cope with emotional setbacks through
programs such as Bounce Back, designed to build re-
silience.

Article from The Sydney Morning Herald

H YOrPA®H 2AZ ©A BOHOHZEI NA ZYMNEPIAHOOEI H NEOEAAHNIKH 'AQ22A 2TO EONIKO MPOTPAMMA AIAAZKAAIAZ!!

Ensure the Modern Greek language is included in the National Schools Curriculum by signing the petition and sending it to the address below

Ymoypayrte Tnv aitnon kai oTEiATE TN OTNV

avamAnpwTpia mpwoumoupyo T{ouAia FkiAAapvT

The Hon Julia Gillard MP
Deputy Prime Minister
Mimster for Educanon

PO Box 6022
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To mapov aithpa

PETITION | AITHMA

Mpoc¢ tov ASiotipo Mpoedpo
kat Ta M&An ¢ BouArig

Opiopévwy  AuoTpahdv oMTWV cuprepraufavopévwy
AVTIIPOOWIWY TNE KOWOTNTAC, EKTASEUTIKLVY, TOMTIKWY
OPYaVIoUWY Kat tEPUHATWY OE OAGKANPN TN XWPQ,

PEPEL TNV MPOTOXT| TOV CWHATOG

5 To the Honourable Speaker and the Members
of the House of Representatives
This petition of

ENGL

Certain citizens of Australia including representatives of
community, educational, political organisations, institu-
tions and establishments across the country

draws to the attention of the house

House of Representatives
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

I (02) 6273 4115
E: Julia. Gillard MPiiaph.gov.au

Dear Minister,

RE: AUSTRALIAN LANGUAGES CURRICULUM

In March 2008, vou announced thar the National Curricalum will inelude o laingueages curticulum from
2011 A later announcement committed $62.4 million o Asian lanpuage education by then.

‘s an Australian of Hellenie descent, | share the Federal Government’s coneern that only thirteen per
cent of Year 12 students in this country study a language. T believe part of the solution is for study of
languages (including Modern Greek as an option) 1o be compulsory for all studenes (K-12).

The Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industey, the Austealian Council of State School
Organisanions and the Group of Fighr Universines have all called for greaver emphasis on the reaching
of languages. The Australian Federal Police, the Australian Defence Force and non-povermment aid
agencies contnue o ory out for mulalingual personnel, as did The Féed Report on intelligence

\ccording ro as John Byron, Direcror, Australian Academy of the Humanities, “There is plenty of
anecdotal and research evidence that we are failing to pursue all the alternatives we can in trade

to do business with those willing to speak their language®.

The Auvstralian Curriculum should include compulsory language education (including Modemn

Greek) alongside English, Science and History. Integral 1o the study of 2 parncular language is the study,

and understanding, of the culmral context thar developed thar language.

MNumerous studies have illustrated how the systematic study of grammar improves students” written
expression. This is also borme our by mulnlingual smdenes, who transfer their learning of their second
language (such as Modem Greek) into their leaming of English,

Parents, principals and other stakeholders in Australian education need 1o be reminded thar the
Federal Government thinks that the study of the rest of the world is important. The introduction
of language education (including Modern Greek) as a formal part of the Australian Curriculum
cements learning and Australia in its regional and global context,

I look forward to your response.

Yours sincerely,

To onpavtikd Bspa g mepnng g NeoeAnVvIKAC yAWo-
oag oto EBviko Mpdypappa Abackaliag, we y\wooag no-
NTIGUIKG, KOIVOTIKAG, IGTOPIKNAG KOl OIKOVOUIKNG Onpaoi-
ag yla v Auatpalia kat Tov auotpalavo Aao.

Q¢ ex ToUTOUL {NTApE and ) Boulr
Na pepipvrioel, wote va nephngdei n NeoeAnvikr yhwo-
oa oto EBviko Npdypapua Aidaokariag, mou Slapopewver
n Emrpons Alapopwong tou EBvikou Mpoypdppatod.
Translation by Kostas Nikolopoulos (Professional Translator, No 10811)
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The matter of the importance of including the Modern
Greek language in the National Schools Curriculum as a
language of cultural, community, historical and economic
importance to Australia and the Australian people.

We therefore ask the House to

Ensure that the Modern Greek language is included in the
National Schools Curriculum currently being developed by
the Australian Curriculum and Reporting Authority.

Please post this petition to the following address:
Neos Kosmos Petition,
P.0.Box 42, Carlton North, Victoria, 3054

NapakahoUE va anocTENETE TO CUMITANPWHEVO
AMOKOMKa oTNY akdioudn Sielbuvon:
Neos Kosmos Petition,

P.0.Box 42, Carlton North, Victoria, 3054



