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Palm Sunday at All Saints Belmore

alm Sunday marks the start of the Holy Week which concludes with

Easter this coming Sunday. His Eminence Archbishop Stylianos offi-

ciated the Divine Liturgy for the feast of Palm Sunday at All Saints
Belmore. Traditional lunch with seafood was held at the hall of All Saints.
Amongst the guests were the Hon Robert Furolo, the State Member for
Lakemba and Mayor of Canterbury City Council. The Hon Robert Furolo
delivered a cheque of $70,000 on behalf of the NSW Goverment Com-
munity Partnership Program to the Community and Parish of All Saints.
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Dear Minister,

RE: AUSTRALIAN LANGUAGES CURRICULUM

In March 2008, yvou announced thar the Nanonal Cerncolom will include a lanpuages corriculum from
2011, A larer annowncement commirted 362.4 million 1o Asian language education by then.

As an Australian of Hellenie descent, | share the Federal Government’s concern that nnll\' thirteen per
cent of Year 12 students in this country study a language. I believe part of the solution is for study of
languages (including Modern Greek as an option) to be compulsory for all students (K-12).

The Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry, the Auvstralian Council of State School
Organisations and the Group of Eight Universities have all called for greater emphasis on the reaching
of languages, The Australian Federal Police, the Australian Defence Foree and non-government aid
agencies conunue to cry out for multlingual personnel, as did The Filosd Report on intelligence.

According to as John Byron, Director, Australian Academy of the Humanities, “There is plenty of
anecdotal and research evidence that we are failing to pursue all the alternatives we can in trade
ta do business with those willing to speak their language™,

The Australian Curriculum should include compulsory language education (including Modern
Greek) alongside English, Science and History. Integral 1o the study of a particular language is the study,
and understanding, of the cultural context thar developed thar language.

Numerous studies have illustrated how the systemaric study of grammar improves students’ wrirten
expression. This is also borne out by multilingual students, who transfer their learning of their second
language (such as Modem Greek) into their learning of English.

Parents, principals and other stakeholders in Australian education need 1o be reminded that the
Federal Government thinks that the study of the rest of the world is important. The introduction
of language education (including Modern Greek) as a formal part of the Australian Curriculum
cements learning and Australia in its regional and global context.

1 look forward to your response.

Yours sincerely,




