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Palm Sunday: The Feast of the Entrance
of our Lord Jesus Christ into Jerusalem

Biblical Story

The biblical story of Palm
Sunday is recorded in all four
of the Gospels (Matthew 21:1-
11; Mark 11:1-10; Luke 19:28-
38; and John 12:12-18). Five
days before the Passover, Je-
sus came from Bethany to
Jerusalem. Having sent two of
His disciples to bring Him a
colt of a donkey, Jesus sat up-
on it and entered the city.

People had gathered in
Jerusalem for the Passover
and were looking for Jesus,
both because of His great
works and teaching and be-
cause they had heard of the
miracle of the resurrection of
Lazarus. When they heard
that Christ was entering the c-
ity, they went out to meet Him
with palm branches, laying
their garments on the ground
before Him, and shouting,
“Hosanna! Blessed is he that
comes in the Name of the
Lord, the King of Israel!” 

At the outset of His public
ministry Jesus proclaimed the
kingdom of God and an-
nounced that the powers of
the age to come were already
active in the present age (Luke
7:18-22). His words and
mighty works were performed
“to produce repentance as the
response to His call, a call to
an inward change of mind and
heart which would result in
concrete changes in one’s life,
a call to follow Him and ac-
cept His messianic destiny.
The triumphant entry of Jesus
into Jerusalem is a messianic
event, through which His di-
vine authority was de-
clared.

Palm Sunday sum-
mons us to behold our
king: the Word of God
made flesh. We are
called to behold Him
not simply as the One
who came to us once rid-
ing on a colt, but as the
One who is always pres-
ent in His Church, com-
ing ceaselessly to us in
power and glory at every

Eucharist, in every prayer and
sacrament, and in every act of
love, kindness and mercy. He
comes to free us from all our
fears and insecurities, “to take
solemn possession of our soul,
and to be enthroned in our
heart,” as someone has said.
He comes not only to deliver
us from our deaths by His
death and Resurrection, but
also to make us capable of at-
taining the most perfect fel-
lowship or union with Him.
He is the King, who liberates
us from the darkness of sin
and the bondage of death.
Palm Sunday summons us to

behold our
King: the vanquisher of death
and the giver of life.

Palm Sunday summons us to
accept both the rule and the k-
ingdom of God as the goal and
content of our Christian life.
We draw our identity from
Christ and His kingdom. The
kingdom is Christ - His inde-
scribable power, bound-

less mercy and incomprehensi-
ble abundance given freely to
man. The kingdom does not
lie at some point or place in
the distant future. In the
words of the Scripture, the k-
ingdom of God is not only at
hand (Matthew 3:2; 4:17), it is
within us (Luke 17:21). The k-
ingdom is a present reality as

well as a future
realization
(Matthew 6:10).
Theophan the
Recluse wrote
the following
words about the
inward rule of
Christ the K-
ing:

“The King-
dom of God is
within us
when God
reigns in us,

when the soul in its

depths confesses God as its
Master, and is obedient to
Him in all its powers. Then
God acts within it as master
‘both to will and to do of his
good pleasure’ (Philippians
2:13). This reign begins as
soon as we resolve to serve
God in our Lord Jesus Christ,
by the grace of the Holy Spirit.
Then the Christian hands over
to God his consciousness and
freedom, which comprises the
essential substance of our hu-
man life, and God accepts the
sacrifice; and in this way the
alliance of man with God and
God with man is achieved, and
the covenant with God, which
was severed by the Fall and
continues to be severed by our
willful sins, is re-established.”

The kingdom of God is the
life of the Holy Trinity in the
world. It is the kingdom of ho-
liness, goodness, truth, beauty,

love, peace and joy. These
qualities are not works of the
human spirit. They proceed
from the life of God and re-
veal God. Christ Himself is the
kingdom. He is the God-Man,
Who brought God down to
earth (John 1:1,14). “He was
in the world, and the world
was made through Him, yet
the world knew Him not. He
came to His own home, and
His own people received Him
not” (John 1:10-11). He was
reviled and hated.

Palm Sunday summons us to
behold our king - the Suffering
Servant. We cannot under-
stand Jesus’ kingship apart
from the Passion. Filled with
infinite love for the Father and
the Holy Spirit, and for cre-
ation, in His inexpressible hu-
mility Jesus accepted the infi-
nite abasement of the Cross.
He bore our griefs and carried
our sorrows; He was wounded
for our transgressions and
made Himself an offering for
sin (Isaiah 53). His glorifica-
tion, which was accomplished
by the resurrection and the as-
cension, was achieved through
the Cross.

In the fleeting moments of
exuberance that marked Jesus’
triumphal entry into
Jerusalem, the world received
its King, the king who was on
His way to death. His Passion,
however, was no morbid de-
sire for martyrdom. Jesus’ pur-
pose was to accomplish the
mission for which the Father
sent Him.

“The Son and Word of the
Father, like Him without be-
ginning and eternal, has come
today to the city of
Jerusalem, seated on a dumb

beast, on a foal. From fear the
cherubim dare not gaze upon
Him; yet the children honor
Him with palms and branches,
and mystically they sing a
hymn of praise: ‘Hosanna in
the highest, Hosanna to the
Son of David, who has come
to save from error all
mankind.’” (A hymn of the
Light.)

“With our souls cleansed
and in spirit carrying branches,
with faith let us sing Christ’s
praises like the children, cry-
ing with a loud voice to the
Master: Blessed art Thou, O
Savior, who hast come into the
world to save Adam from the
ancient curse; and in Thy love
for mankind Thou hast been
pleased to become spiritually
the new Adam. O Word, who
hast ordered all things for our
good, glory to Thee.” (A Ses-
sional hymn of the Orthros)

Source: GOArch.org

On the Sunday before the Feast of Great and Holy
Pascha and at the beginning of Holy Week, the Ortho-
dox Church celebrates one of its most joyous feasts of
the year. Palm Sunday is the commemoration of the
Entrance of our Lord into Jerusalem following His glo-
rious miracle of raising Lazarus from the dead. Having
anticipated His arrival and having heard of the mira-
cle, the people when out to meet the Lord and wel-
comed Him with displays of honor and shouts of
praise. On this day, we receive and worship Christ in
this same manner, acknowledging Him as our King
and Lord.

Prayer at the Blessing of the Branches

O Lord our God, Who sits upon the Cherubim, You have

reaffirmed Your power by sending Your Only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus

Christ, to save the world through His cross, burial and resurrection.

When He came into Jerusalem to suffer His voluntary passion, the people

that sat in darkness and in the shadow of death took boughs of trees and

branches of palms as signs of victory, thus foretelling His Resurrection.

Do You, Yourself, O Master, keep and preserve us who, in imitation of

them, carry palms and branches in our hands. As we join the crowds and

the children who sang Hosanna to You, may we, with hymns and spiritual

songs, attain the life-giving resurrection of the third day.


