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Independence Day and the
Feast of the Annunciation

Traveling in Greece this March? Independence
Day on March 25th will fill the streets with pa- ‘
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rades and celebrations, both secular and sacred.
In Athens, military parades for Independence
Day will vie with Feast of the Annunciation
church celebrations and anti-war demonstra-
tions, keeping the streets both busy and some-

times blocked.

History of Greek
Independence Day

In 1821, Greeks vigorously
rose up against the oppressive
Ottoman Empire which had
occupied Greece for
nearly four hundred
years, embarking on

the ultimately suc-

cessful war of inde-
pendence. Bishop -
Germanos of Patras

boldly raised the Greek
flag at the monastery of
Agia Lavras, inciting the
Peloponnese to rise a-
gainst the oppressors.
While the exact date probably
was not March 25th, it did oc-
cur in late March and it was
gradually associated with the
religious feast of the Annun-
ciation.

The Feast of
the Annunciation

Germanos chose this day to
deliver a different but not un-
related message: a new spirit
was about to be born in
Greece.

The churches celebrate the
Festival of the Annunciation
with pomp, cere-
mo-

ny,

and joy.
The spectacle is especially
vivid on the islands of Tinos
and Idra (Hydra). Hydra, a
maritime merchant power

Travelers who don’t throw States cities where Greeks
with a swift, well-maintained themselves into the spirit of have made their homes, in-
fleet, was a determined and the day may be frustrated cluding Boston and New Y-
effective supporter of the with delays, unexpected clo- ork City. Each year, the U.S.
War for Independence, dou- sures, and a general lack of President marks Greek Inde-
bling the celebration there. attentiveness by the Greeks, pendence Day with a procla-
You can also expect colorful who are busy with the dual mation reminding citizens of

On this day in the Orthodox religious ceremonies wher- holiday. the contributions of Greece
calendar, the archangel ever the local monastery or Greek Independence Day is  to democracy, and of the on- [ /1 ~ sy
Gabriel appeared to the churchis named "Evangelisi- also celebrated by many of going contributions of expa- _' % iy |
maiden Mary and announced mos" or "Evangelistria", such the Greeks of the diaspora, triate Greeks in their new ' 4‘;‘ .,J'_-=_': bl
the news: she was pregnant as Panagia Evangelistria on and large parades are becom- communities throughout the &w i}l
with the divine child. Bishop Tinos. ing more common in United world. -f";;r =) _jF: -

2440 = EAAMNIKOE PARIOGONIKOE ETAOMOE
1683 AM (oTa peoaia KvUppupaTa)

Zuvexn Kabnuepivy evnuEPWON Kai yuxaywyia

“Vicky Mar Fashions”, “Independent and General
Advertising”, “Roselands Shopping Centre” kai moAAES
AMec MIKPEC Kal NEVAAEG ETXEIPNOEIC.

‘Kunpilaxn Koivérnta”

pe tnv ‘EAAn Kdumocg,

"Greeks Today”

pe tov I'nddpyo Toepddvn,

"Ké@l ka1 pmdiia”

pe tov I'ndvvn XmavéAAn,

"Koivétnta xal Koivorikd”

Kail pouvoixkd

mpoypdupuara e eKQOVNTEC.
O EAAnvikée Padiopwvikéde Ztabudc Avotpariac 1683
Khz AM &Siagnpidel peydAoug 0pyavioUoUg Kdl EMIXEL-
pnoeig, onwe v eAANVIKN egnpepida the Auotpaiiag
“O Kdéopog”, “Naikn Tpdnela”, “Tpdnela Kionpou”, “Ku-

npiakn Kowdétnta NNO”,
“EAAnvikn OpBd8oén Kowdtnta 2udveld & NNO”,

O EMnvikdg Padiopwvikde 2tabpdc Auotpaiiag
1683 AM Aertoupyel

oe 24wpn Bdon, 7 nu€peg tnv epSoudda.
on B PEOES Boou T'a tov kaAute po EAAnvikS Padiopwvikd L1abpo,

Ta TeAevtaia véa, mol0TIKN HOUOIKN KAl TA KAAUTE pa
Zovtavd mmpoypduuara, ouviovioteite oto EAAnviké
Padiopwvikd 21abpd Auotpadiiag 1683 Khz AM.
T'a e p1ocdtepeg mMAnpopopiec
Kai yia ti¢ diapnpioeig oag,
tnAewvnote oro (02) 9750 8155
ka1 fax: (02) 9750 0517.

TnAépwva via ZeVIavég EXTIONIEG:

(02) 9750 9890 ka1 (02) 9750 0017.
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O otabudc Eexivnoe va Aeitoup-
‘L “L vei to Mdptio tou 1983

\ ) ‘L KOl EKTIIENTIEL TA KAAUTE pA

~ npoypduuara and tnv EA-
Ad&da ka1 thv Kdnpo, evad na-

pdAAnAa petadidel Tic €10n-
R ‘1.1 oeic anod 10 eEwtepikd KAbe

wpa.
Emiong, éxoupe ta KaAutepa

Tomkd nmpoypdupara, érnwg:




