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Metropolitan Athenagoras
of Mexico Visits Haiti

By NEOmagazine

Metropolitan Athenagoras of
Mexico visited Haiti recently, in

order to be on the side of the clergy
and Orthodox faithful at the earth-
quake stricken island. He arrived to
Port au Prince from Greece where he
was visiting for official Church busi-
ness, aboard a Greek Government
plane, with the Assistant Foreign Min-
ister of Greece and the Executive Di-
rector of the NGO “Solidarity” of the
Church of Greece. The plane was car-
rying 50 tons of food, medicine and
other aid, a gift from the Greek Gov-
ernment and the Church of Greece for
the people of Haiti.

Metropolitan Athenagoras immedi-
ately visited the homes and schools of
Greek Orthodox faithful in Haiti to as-
sess the damage done by the earth-
quake. Deeply moved by what he saw,
“this is a disaster of immense propor-
tions” he noted. “All of the buildings
where our Church and schools are p-
resently housed, were seriously dam-
aged and will need major repairs, or
even worse will need to be demolished
and rebuilt.” His Eminence further vis-
ited the property owned by the Holy
Metropolis where plans to build a com-
plete complex, comprised of a Church,
a school, a clinic and housing for cler-

gy, had been approved. “Since our
property is presently vacant, families
whose homes were destroyed and who
had no place to live, are presently using
our property for temporary living quar-
ters,” he said. About 3000 people live
on the Church property, 1000 of whom
are children. Initially they lived out in
the open until last week when the Me-
tropolis received a donation of 500
tents, which were given to these fami-
lies for more humane living conditions.

Along with two Haitian Greek Or-
thodox clergy, Metropolitan A-
thenagoras performed Divine Liturgy
in a small open area of the property.

The Liturgy was attended by many
hundreds of Haitian Greek Orthodox
faithful and by all of the families living
there. Upon the completion of the Di-
vine Liturgy His Eminence brought the
people the blessings and concern of the
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
and offered words of comfort to Hait-
ian faithful and all those present, ask-
ing them to keep hope alive. “We will
not abandon you, we are here and will
remain with you, for as many years as it
takes, until you can return to your
homes or until new homes can be built.
We will rebuild our Church, we will re-
build our schools and we will do every-

thing possible to help you rebuild your
lives and your future,” Metropolitan
Athenagoras stated.

Following Liturgy, the clergy distrib-
uted rice, flour, raisins and other food
aid, which was part of the aid given by
the Greek Government and the Church
of Greece, to the families present.

On his way to the Ecumenical Patri-
archate, Metropolitan Athenagoras
passed through New York and visited
with Archbishop Demetrios of Ameri-
ca. Upon assessing the present situa-
tion, together they determined a plan
of action which Metropolitan A-
thenagoras will present to Patriarch
Bartholomew, so that, with the help of
IOCC and the financial aid and assis-
tance provided by the Church of
America, positive measures can be
pursued in helping the people of Haiti
meet their immediate needs while
working towards a long term and more
permanent solution in rebuilding the
lives and future of the Haitian Greek
Orthodox Community.

Metropolitan Athenagoras was ex-
pected to return to Haiti the first week-
end of March when he was to meet
with President Rene Preval to discuss
various options available for a cooper-
ative effort with the Haitian Govern-
ment for the benefit of the people of
this devastated island nation.

Greek Nomination for 2010 Asian Film Awards
On March 22nd 2010, the

Hong Kong International
Film Festival Society will hand
out honors at the Asian Film
Awards taking place at the Hong
Kong Convention and Exhibition
Centre. The AFAs are a fairly
new addition to the HK Film Fes-
tival, with its inaugural run taking
place in 2007. This year’s will be
only the 4th annual AFAs but
judging from the list of nominees,
they have the selection process
down to a perfect science.

This year Tina Kalivas (foto), a

Greek design-
er from Sid-
ney, is nomi-
nated for “Best
Costume De-
sign” for the
film “Goemon”
(Japan), along
with Christian
Lacroix, Anne
Dunsford, Chia-
Hui Wang for
the film “Face”
(Taiwan), Dora
Ng for the film
“Bodyguards and
Assassins” (Hong
Kong/China) and
Hyun-sub Shim for
“The Sword With No
Name” (South Ko-
rea).

“Goemon” is
based on the legend
of a Robin Hood-
like hero and was
directed by Kazuaki
Kiriya, who was responsible for
2004’s popular “Casshern.”

Kaliva’s costumes feature an
ancient-Orient-meets-Europe

decadence, and her
work shows imagina-
tive use of embroidery,
pleating and texture in
her breathtaking in-
terpretations of ki-
mono, ninja suits and
samurai armor. The
collaboration is the
first between an Aus-
tralian designer and
such a large Japan-
ese production, and

Kalivas took the
opportunity to
present her epony-
mous noncostume
label in Tokyo in
late March.

“If I were to
choose between
normalcy in fashion
and fantasy, I would
go with fantasy, defi-
nitely,” she said at
the time.

Kalivas worked un-
der creative power-

house Alexander McQueen be-
fore establishing her own line in
Sydney in 2002.

TINA KALIVAS

A few words about Tina Kalivas
Tina Kalivas made her debut at Mercedes Australian Fashion Week during the Spring

2002 season. Kalivas who trained in London for 8 years by working under Alexander Mc-
Queen, Clements Ribeiro, Russell Sage and J. Maskrey has a very European influence in her
designs. 

She studied period underwear and corsetry at the London College of Fashion and also
worked on costumes in the film industry. A master of draping and fit, Tina Kalivas combines
historical references to the cut and design of the clothes and keep it modern and contempo-
rary. The highest accolade given to the designer was when she was asked to create eight
high-fashion evening gowns for James Bond 007’s Die Another Day. 

The Tina Kalivas label is currently sold at Blonde Venus and Husk in Queensland, Aus-
tralia. 

AUSTRALIAN HELLENIC COUNCIL

1.0 The Hypothesis
For any non-dominant language to be

maintained in a bilingual environment
without diglossia at inter-generational
level requires the following:

1. The existence of a populous base of
speakers;

2. Adequate function of language use;
3. Acceptability within the broader so-

ciety;
4. Stability of the language.

2.0 The Vitality of Greek
in Victoria

The vitality of Greek in Victoria is de-
termined by a variety of factors including
the disposition of the Greek community
members towards its learning and use
and their desire for continued distinc-
tiveness as a socio-cultural group. Socio-
structural factors soundly contributing to
the vitality of Greek in Victoria include:

a. The existence of almost 180.000
people who know and use Greek
as well as the subsistence of ap-
proximately 25.000 students at-
tending Greek language educa-
tion provisions offered by a vari-
ety of sectors, including govern-
ment schools, of whom an esti-
mate of 32% are of non-Greek
language background;

b. The existence of wide functional
areas of Greek language use and
reasonable community networks
which could elaborate the func-
tion of language use, outside and
beyond the Greek community
controlled areas, eg. Church,
nursing homes, socio-cultural
activities;

c. Conscientious attempts to pro-
mote Greek to the broader soci-
ety;

d. Ability to rally institutional sup-
port, primarily government a-
gencies and networks;

e. Accommodating favourable de-
mographic characteristics by
creating a language map depict-
ing the socio-demographic mo-
bility of the Greek Australian
community members, eg. Resi-
dential concentration;

f. The degree of international dy-
namics which could characterise
the Greek community in Victo-
ria and its ability to promote
Greek to the broader Australian
society.

3.0 Victorian Government
Policies on LOTEs and Greek

In 1991, the Victorian ministerial state-
ment entitled Victoria: Education for
Excellence replaced the previous Lan-
guage Action Plan retaining the princi-
ples of needs and demands based on eco-
nomic relevance, social justice and pur-
suit of excellence, outlined in the 1987
National Policy on Language. Th Victo-
rian policy also strongly recommended
for close collaboration between the
Commonwealth and the State authorities
as well as cooperation between day and
after hours schools. For the next twenty

years the official policy remained   that
the “study of a LOTE is to be made
available to all students in Victorian
Government primary schools, while all
secondary schools will be required to
make LOTE a core study for all students
to Year 10” whilst “emphasis will be on
providing for continuous study of LOTE
from Preps to Year 12”. 

The aforementioned Victorian policy
on LOTE teaching and its relevance with
the teaching and learning of Greek have
been moulded on the following princi-
ples:

Since 1991, the Victorian government
selected Greek as a priority language for
teaching and learning in its state school
system, in agreement with the Common-
wealth policies and practices. 

The Australian Commonwealth Gov-
ernment in alignment with the National
Policy on Languages (1987) and the
Commonwealth Priority Languages In-
centives Scheme (1991) also selected
Greek as “Priority language” for learning
and teaching purposes in Australia’s edu-
cational institutions.

Victoria is still the only Australian S-
tate with an inter-government agreement
with Greece, signed in March 1987 be-
tween Greece and the Victorian govern-
ment pertaining Greek language educa-
tion in Victoria. 

Victoria remains the ethno-linguistic
centre for the 215,000 Australians of
Greek ancestry [Greeks and Cypriots]
and additional estimate of 50,000 who
maintain cultural and social relations
with Greek Australians by means of ex-
ogamy and other socio-economic mani-
festations.

Greek remains as one of the seven
most commonly taught languages in Vic-
torian government schools (46), together
with Italian, Indonesian, Japanese,
French, German, Chinese and Viet-
namese.

Greek remains as one of the four most
commonly taught languages in Victorian
School of Language (47), together with
Chinese, Vietnamese, and Turkish.

Greek remains the most popular lan-
guage offered by the Ethnic School
providers.

3.1 Victorian Government
implementation of Language
teaching and learning

At the outset it should be stated that
Victoria is favourably disposed to Greek
and possesses a systematic program of
implementation. Victoria’s language
policies give a commitment to upgrading
the teaching of LOTE from primary to
senior secondary school and designate
Greek a priority language. 

Previous studies (Tamis and Gauntlett,
1993; Tamis, 2001 and Tamis, 2008) have
found the hallmark of provision for
Greek is its diversity, diffusion and inco-
herence with competing systems, prob-
lems of continuity within and linkage be-
tween levels and several other serious
impediments to commencement or con-
tinuance of formal learning and to its ef-

ficacy. A major disincentive at all levels is
the erroneous perception in the broader
society that serious learning of Greek is
the preserve of the Greek Australian
community; and even within the latter
community, that successful study and
certification is the preserve of the elite.

Greek teaching and learning in Victo-
rian government schools is influenced by
problems of under-resourcing, un-
favourable timetabling, poor linkage be-
tween primary and post-primary schools
and limited possibility for mounting low-
enrolment classes at senior level. Victo-
ria also has one of the highest rates of at-
trition of enrolments in Greek leading up
to VCE level, stemming largely from the
limited hours of teaching, the inflexibility
of the senior secondary syllabus and the
inadequacy of provision for ex-beginners
and intermediates. This has entrenched
the perception among students of all
backgrounds that Greek is a “community
language” in the narrowest sense of that
term.

The Victorian School of Languages
which has served as a back-stop for
Greek in the government sector for many
years is characterized by problems aris-
ing out of the format of its contact hours
and of staff morale in view of the condi-
tions of appointment and status offered
to fully qualified teachers. Victoria’s
monolithic VCE syllabus contrasts with
the more flexible NSW unit system and
the generous SA provisions for beginners
advanced and accelerated Greek courses
at senior secondary level.

The major “grey” areas of Greek lan-
guage teaching and learning at govern-
ment schools could be summarized as
follows:

The provision of Greek language
teaching and learning is primarily based
on obsolete demographical patterns
characterising the Greek community set-
tlement in Victoria forty years ago. The
socio-demographic mobility of the Greek
community members into new suburbs s-
ince the 1980s was not met with relevant
provision of Greek language courses in
government school within the new sub-
urbs of settlement.

Victoria is lacking a language map tar-
geting potential students of Greek in cer-
tain suburbs of concentration and outlin-
ing provision of Greek language courses

as a matter of continuity of learning be-
tween primary and post-primary educa-
tion.

Victoria is lacking Greek language pre-
school centres and Greek-language
kindergartens where bilingual immersion
classes could be introduced; The Lalor
North experimental bilingual school
must be reinforced to accommodate a
pre-school Greek language component.

Greek suffers from an image problem
as a “community” language in the nar-
rowest sense, despite the fact that most
of its students are 3rd and 4th genera-
tions English speaking monolinguals.

Greek is under-resourced at every lev-
el of education.

There are serious problems of linkage
between, and continuity within, levels of
learning Greek.

Inflexible curricula and assessment
mechanisms, and inability to cope with
mixed ability groups using appropriate
materials, methods, are inimical to the
survival of Greek in Victoria.

The plurality and diversity of the cur-
rent provision of Greek is not necessary a
negative factor, providing effective learn-
ing could be assured.

Retention and attrition are not the sole
measures of successful teaching; a
greater range of certification of profi-
ciency and entry/re-entry points to learn-
ing Greek is needed.

Victoria’s Greek language resources
are underutilized as a competitive advan-
tage in trade and cultural links.

4.0 The recommendation of
the Australian Hellenic Council

The National Board of the Australian
Hellenic Council wishes to make the fol-
lowing recommendations towards the
Victorian Languages Strategy Discussion
Paper regarding the teaching and learning
concepts of Greek in Victoria, encourag-
ing further discussions with those involved
in designing, developing and deciding the
Languages Strategy for Victoria. To mate-
rialize the Building of the Educational
revolution that the Strategy requires, rev-
olutionary changes are needed.

In our effort to improve the Greek lan-
guage education and enhance a fruitful
collaborative structure on all six areas
defined by the Discussion Paper we pro-
pose the following seriatim: 

1.Victoria should plan, develop and
implement a language map incorporating
socio-economic and demographical mo-
bility trends and change of Victorians
during the last 25 years prior to establish-
ing the 40 new Language Centres in Vic-
torian Schools. During this period very
significant demographical changes took
place in Victoria involving Greek Aus-
tralian settlers and their children, when
new concentration pockets of Greek
population were established; new house-
holds were created in the outer suburban
areas, intense mobility characterised in-
ner suburban areas whereas certain old
Greek settlement pocket areas became
obsolete. 

To be continued in Friday’s edition
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