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The Ayia Trias (Holy Trinity)
Greek Orhtodox Church has
State Significance as the first
dedicated Greek Orthodox
Chuch to be built in Australia.
Constructed in 1898 to serve
the growing migrant Orthodox
Community in Sydney, the
Holy Trinity Church (along
with the land it sits on and the
adjacent priest’s residence)
was funded entirely by the
congregation. Since the late
nineteenth century when the
early members migrated and
settled in Sydney, the church
has been a centre of stability
to its congregation and a place
where people could meet and
practice their traditional cul-
ture, values and language. The
subsequent interaction and
support network was essential
to the settlement of these
communities in Australia and,
as a result, the Holy Trinity
Greek Orthodox Church has
been a dedicated place for

Christian Orthodox worship
for over 100 years.

Orthodox arrived in Australia
in the late ninenteenth century
when significant numbers of
Greek, Lebanese and Russian
immigrants made their way
here from their homelands.
The early migrants were at-
tracted to Australia for a num-
ber of reasons, but particularly
by the prospect of a new land
and the chance to better their
lives by amassing their for-
tunes in a developing settle-
ment. Although the Lebanese
migrants, known originally as
Syrians, made a more perma-
nent move by bringing their
families and culture with
them, the Greek migrants saw
their Australian experience as
a temporary measure to build
their financial security before
returning home to the Moth-
erland and their families in
Greece. As such these mi-

grants were largely young sin-
gle men with no intention of
settling in Australia or at least
not until they were financially
well established and could
bring their wives and families
from Greece to join them.
From the majority, however,
Australia was a place where
they could make a fortune and
then return to Greece and en-
joy the hard-earned fruits of
their labour (Yiannis E Dim-
itreas, 1998, p. 96)

(Gilchrist, vol 1; Yiannis E
Dimitreas, 1998; Lebanese Set-

tlement Committee, 1983)
When some did return to
Greece, news of Australia
spread and chain migration
began with family and friends
of migrants going abroad to
join them. As migration con-
tinued, a community devel-
oped in Australia with the im-
plementation of the necessary
organisations and structures
needed to support the new im-
migrants who were still, over-
whelmingly, single men with
little to no understanding of
the language and with few

marketable employment skills.
This institutional structure was
important to the new migrants
in helping them get estab-
lished in a new country and in-
tergrate into their own com-
munity and the broader Aus-
tralian society while maintain-
ing their traditions, values and
cultural identity. 

(Gilchrist, vol 1; Yiannis E
Dimitreas, 1998; Dept of Immi-
gration & Ethnic Affairs, 1984;
Paul Convy & Dr Anne Mon-

sour, 2008)
The migration experience was
a binding force within these
communities and these newly-
established institutions were
able to provide food, shelter,
supplies and a stable family-
type environment for the mi-
grants that followed. These
strong connections promoted
ethnic unity and enabled the
newly-settled communities to
sustain the cultural and reli-
gious practices bought with
them from their homeland, as
well as being an inclusive unit
that could withstand the cul-
tural and social isolation of the

new country. Through the as-
sistance of these communities,
the new migrants tended to
settle in clusters and, with the
Greek and Lebanese commu-
nities, these areas were Surry
Hills, Waterloo and Redfern
(which was to become the hub
of Orthodox immigration by
the late ninenteenth century).
(Gilchrist, vol 1; Paul Convy &

Dr Anne Monsour, 2008;
Maria Costadopoulos - Hill,
1979; Anne Monsour & Paul

Convy, 2008).
Religious institutions were al-
so particularly important in
the experiences and settle-
ment of the new immigrants in
Australia. In the very early
days of the migration of Or-
thodox Greeks, Lebanese and
Russians, there were no dedi-
cated churches in which the
migrants could worship but
the celebration of major reli-
gious holidays (particularly
Christmas and Easter) did
continue through makeshift
services being conducted by
travelling priests. (Girchrist,
vol 1; Yiannis E Dimitreas, 
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Russians and, when they ar-
rived, they were no religious or
social institutions to support
them as they settled into a new
country. The migration experi-
ence was a binding force with-
in these groups and together
they established, among other
things, the Holy Trinity Greek
Orthodox Church, to service
the needs of the growing com-
munity. Religion had an im-
portant role during this settle-
ment period because the
church was an institution
through which the new mi-
grants could practice and
maintain their traditional cul-
ture, values and language. De-
veloping a united community
was also important for social
interaction and support and
the church became a centre of
stability for these migrant
groups in the Australian socie-
ty.
As many religious buildings in
NSW, the Holy Trinity Greek
Orthodox Church is aesthetical-
ly dinstinctive in its streetscape.
The facade of the church was al-
tered in 1931 and replaced with
an Inter-War Romanesque de-
sign, headed by an arched lead-
light window over a triple
arched doorway. However, al-
though it has undergone some
modification, the design and s-
cale of the Holy Trinity Greek
Orthodox Church ensures the
building maintains its promi-
nent position in the streetscape
and in the community.
The Holy Trinity Greek Or-
thodox Church has State sig-
nificance for the important
role it has played, and contin-
ues to play in the lives of the
Orthodox community in Syd-
ney. For the early migrants
who knew very little of Aus-
tralia, the church was signifi-
cant in helping them to settle
into the community while be-
ing a venue through which
they could practice and sustain
their traditional culture, values
and language. Being the first
Orthodox church established
in Australia, the Holy Trinity
Church represented a centre
of stability in the lives of these
new immigrants and provided
a unified institution that could
counter their feelings of social
and cultural isolation. Today,

over 100 years since the early
days of its establishment, the
Holy Trinity Church continues
to play an important role in
the Greek-Australian experi-
ence by being a spiritual centre
for Christian Orthodox wor-
ship in NSW. Although the
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox
Church was the first to be es-
tablished in Australia it does
not appear to have potential to
reveal further information that
would contribute to a great
understanding of the site.
The church does, however,
have a number of both decora-
tive and practical artefacts that
date from the period of con-
struction. Further analysis of
these items could provide in-
sight into the origins of the
church and the period in which
it was built.
The presence of a number of
Greek Orthodox Churches in
Sydney and NSW ensures that
the Holy Trinity Greek Ortho-
dox Church is not rare in NSW
today. However, being a foun-
dational church, it is uniquely
significant. The Holy Trinity
Greek Orthodox Church has
State significance as a repre-
sentative example of an Or-
thodox church in NSW. Holy
Trinity, in itself, is a doctrine
that underlines all theology
and spirituality in the Ortho-
dox faith and its foundation,
on May 29th, is representative
of the day the Byzantine Em-
pire fell to the Ottoman Turks
in 1453 (this is also the date
that all Holy Trinity Churches
in the world are founded).
Although the Holy Trinity
Greek Orthodox Church which
was the first of its kind in Aus-
tralia, it is representative of re-
ligious buildings in Sydney that
were built to service the needs
of the community. Churches
have always played an integral
role in the community as places
where people can meet and
sustain their social, cultural and
religious practises. As well as
this, the Holy Trinity Church is
also significant for the role it
has played in providing stability
in the newly settled immigrant
communities.
The church is in very good
condition with a high degree
of intact original fabric.

The Greek Orthodox Church
Foundation Stones Laid

In Sydney and the suburbs there are, it is estimated, about 200 Greek fam-
ilies. Some months ago the idea of obtaining a piece of ground and erecting
thereon an edifice wherein members of the Greek Orthodox Church could
worship according to the rites of that community was conceived, and
expression having been given to it, the desired movement was set on foot
and warmly taken up. A committee was formed, comprising Messrs D.
Kouvarar (president), A. Zackary, S. Servitopoulos, J. Theodore, D.
Kominos, A. Mellik, J.G. Malouf and P. Antonio (secretary) and a piece of
ground at the corner of Ridge and Bourke streets having been secured
steps were taken in relation to the erection of the church, Mr. C. R

Summerhayes, of Castlereagh Street, being engaged as the architect, and the structure
is now being erected. The builder is that the edifice, which will be in the Byzantine style
of archtitexture, of the period about 800 A.D. and will hold about 400, will be completed
in eight or nine weeks. It will be the first edifice erected for the Greek Orhtodox Church
in Australia, but it may be mentioned that for some time past members of that commu-
nity have not been without means of holding services, the use of St. James’s Parish
Hall, in Phillip street, having been gratned to them for the purpose, the priest being
Archimandrit Dorotheos Samios. Yesterday afternoon the ceremony of laying the foun-
dation - stones of the new building was performed in the presence of a large number of
spectators, among them being Messrs. Biard d’ Aunet (Consul General for France), E.
M. Paul (Consul for Russa), M. M. V. Maniachi (Greek Consul) C. A. Falstedt (Consul for
Sweden) J.T. Tillock (Consul for Argentine Republic), G.E. Russell Jones, the Revs.
Canon Sharp, W. I. Carr-Smith, C. S. Smith, F. J. Albery and many others.

The service was taken by the priest, who at one period wore a handsome white robe,
bordered with gold and lined with bright yellow, whilst down the centre were four cross-
es and a blue ribbon was also observable. The service was, of course, in Greek. During
the ceremony a small metal cross was once or twice held aloft, whilst at another time it
was dropped into a silver vessel containing holy water. Subsequently a small bundle of
herbs - or what appeared to be such was placed against the cross the two together
being then dipped in the holy water. This was twich repeated. Incense was burnt.

The priest delivered an address in which he appealed to his hearers to be loyal to the
colony, and acknowledge the sympathy which had been shown with the Greek people
in the present undertaking.

The Greek Consul gave a speech in English, saying that that day they began to see
the accomplisment of a long-felt want. Everyone could imagine what an amount of good
would be delivered by those who believed in the Greek Church, which would teach their
children to become good and loyal citizens under the hospitable Government of this
colony - (applause) - the mother colony of the fifth continent. A year ago, Greece was
driven into unfortunate circumstances, which might have been ruinous for the whole
Greek nation but for the great help they met with from the three greatest Christian pow-
ers in the world - England, France and Russia- the promoters of Greek Independence in
1830, and in 1898 (applause). A week ago there passed away the greatest statesman of
this century - (hear, hear) - William Ewart Gladstone (Applause). Greece by his death
had sustained irreparable loss, as he was her father, protector and friend. (Applause).
He must sincerely thank his Grace the Archbishop of Sydney for his kind wishes for the
success of their undertaking -(applause)- his lordship the Bishop of Bathurst for his
godly and noble words of appreciation of the great movement for the gradual drawing
together in close ties of the Greek and Anglican churches - (applause) -  as branches
of the Holy Catholic Apostolic Church. (Applause). He was also indebted to many rev-
erend gentlemen for their kind wishes. He might be permitted to thank those present for
attending, and particularly the Rev. Carr - Smith for the untiring and valuable assistance
which he had nobly rendered to them - (applause) - earning the respect of the entire
Greek community (applause).

The Rev. W. I. Carr - Smith expressed his pleasure at being present, and said he felt
quite sure many others would have attended had they not been occupied by their reg-
ular Sunday duties. The clergy who were present that day were following up the lead
given to them at home in England by their archbishops and bishops in endeavouring to
bring about more friendly relations between the Greek and Anglican Churches.
(Applause). The Archbishop of York and other bishops of the English Church had from
time to time in recent years visited countries where the Greek Church prevailed, and he
was also thankful to say that distinguished ecclesiastics from the Greek Church had
paid visits to England and received the most hearty and kindly welcome (applause).

Mr. P. Papadopoulos also delivered a speech, speaking in English.
The foundation - stones were afterwards laid by the Greek Consul, there being three

- one at one corner, one at another, and the third between the two, where a marble altar
will be placed. In each of the stones a small iron cross, a little bottle of holy water and
silver coins were placed, both English and Greek money being used. There was subse-
quently a collection, and the silver salver on which the contributions were placed pre-
sented what must have been a very pleasing appearance to those who had the welfare
of the movement at heart, there being a large accumulation of cheques, notes, gold, and
silver amounting in all to 190 pounds, 19s 3d. 50 pounds was given by Mr. Z. Comino,
10 pounds by the Greek Consul, 10 pounds by Mr J. G. Malouf. 10 pounds by Mr D.
Kouvaras. 10 pounds by Mr. ZAackary and 10 pounds by Messres Stanton, Meliok and
Co. Prior to yesterday’s ceremony about 390 pounds had been obtained. The contract
price of the building is 600 pounds but to this has to be added the cost of the land, and
expense will probably have to be incurred for various articles needed for the interior of
the church so that a considerable sum has yet to be obtained. 

A very conspicuous figure in the afternoon’s proceedings was Mr John Chatjopoulo,
who was attired in the uniform of the Queen of Greece’s Regiment, to which he
belonged during the late war.
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