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Greek Cypriots’ anger 
at ‘biased’ Downer 

Before becoming special
United Nations envoy to
Cyprus, Australia’s former
foreign minister, Alexander
Downer, enthusiastically
declared he would “fix up”
the “untidy” problem of re-
uniting Greeks and Turks
on the island.

A
lmost 18 months later,
with the dispute far
from resolved, Mr

Downer has discovered, like so
many before him, the task is
not so easy.

“We have a problem and it’s
called Downer,” said Rikos
Erotokritou, vice-president of
Cyprus’ small but hardline Eu-
ropean Party. “It is our belief
that he should step down.

‘’It is incredible that he still
hasn’t set up permanent resi-
dence in Cyprus. How can the
negotiations be fruitful if he is
here for a few days and then
flies off?”

With the patrician aplomb
that characterised his time as a
Howard government minister,
Mr Downer dismisses the cen-
sure, levelled mostly by Greek
Cypriots, as “part of the politi-
cal colour”.

“Because this is a conflict sit-
uation there are always people
who will have different views,”
he said in a phone interview
from Cyprus’ divided capital,
Nicosia.

“Barely a day goes by with-
out some difference of view
being aired … but as for the
issue of being here all the
time, I was employed on a
part-time basis and I’m not
paid full-time.”

Hostility towards Mr Down-
er, 57, peaked earlier this
month, when he discovered
how seriously a diplomatic
faux pas is taken on the war-
partitioned island.

The gaffe, for which Mr
Downer has been squarely
blamed, occurred when UN
Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon flew in on a high-profile
visit. Mr Ban had hoped his p-
resence would re-energise the
peace process.

Instead, the South Korean s-
parked a furore after unex-
pectedly agreeing, in a last-
minute switch of venue, to
meet Turkish Cypriot leader
Mehmet Ali Talat in his office
rather than at his home.

The change was played down
by Downer as having “no polit-
ical significance’’.

“I didn’t organise the change
of venue so it has nothing to do
with me,” insisted the envoy,
who splits his time between

Adelaide, where he co-runs a
business consultancy, and
Cyprus. “As an Australian I
don’t have any horse in this
race.” But for Greek Cypriots,
deeply sensitive about any
move that might be interpreted
as bestowing international
recognition on the breakaway
Turkish-backed republic of
northern Cyprus, it hasn’t
looked that way.

Despite Mr Downer’s assur-
ances, the ‘’misstep’’ was seen
as a deliberate ploy to boost
Mr Talat’s status ahead of the
enclave’s crucial ‘’presidential’’
elections in April.

To ram their point home, the
infuriated leaders of four
Greek political parties boy-
cotted a reception held in Mr
Ban’s honour.

‘’[Mr Downer] misled the
Secretary-General on purpose
because he is biased,’’ Mr Ero-
tokritou said. ‘’He gives the
impression that his only con-

cern is money and that he
doesn’t know his work.’’

Marios Garoyian, the Demo-
cratic Party leader, put it an-
other way: “There is a Downer
issue. It’s not the first time he
operates beyond his mandate
[or] in a way which puts the
Republic of Cyprus in a diffi-
cult position.”

Long viewed as the Rubik’s
cube of diplomacy, Cyprus re-
mains Europe’s last parti-
tioned state - and the only one
where half of its ethnically di-
vided population enjoys EU
membership.

Since 1974, Greeks and
Turks have faced each other
down the barrel of a gun along
a dividing, UN-patrolled
ceasefire line.

They came close to reconcili-
ation in 2004, but peace efforts
collapsed when Greek Cypri-
ots ultimately rejected a UN-
brokered deal. Acknowledged
only by Ankara, the Turkish
Cypriots have since become
more isolated in their rump ‘’s-
tate’’.

With time inexorably ce-
menting the island’s division,
the current talks are widely
seen as the last chance for the
unyielding foes to finally re-
unite in a bicommunal, bizonal
federation. Inaugurating the
negotiations only weeks after
his departure from the hurly-
burly of politics back home,
Mr Downer called it an “his-
toric day” for Cyprus.

But with little headway
made, analysts are asking
whether the Australian can
now weather the storm.

“Downer’s image here was n-
ever good, but after the Ban
visit it has really suffered,” said

Hubert Faustmann, a seasoned
Cyprus watcher who teaches
political science at Nicosia U-
niversity. “What happened in
the north was not only a huge
blow for Greek Cypriots, it was
highly offensive. He has lost a
lot of points by being seen as
the mastermind behind Ban’s
visit to the ‘presidential’ palace.

“Of course, no UN mediator
ever gets a positive press in
Cyprus,” Faustmann added.
“But Downer has not achieved
popularity either. Greek
Cypriots consider him ignorant
and arrogant and there’s a per-
ception that he only wants a
solution for his own glory.”

But Mr Downer has some
high-profile supporters, and
last week they were rushing to
his defence.

“This is not about Downer or
his personality, it is all about
people who are dead against
the negotiations and the idea
of Cyprus being a bicommunal,
bizonal federation,” the is-
land’s former president,
George Vassiliou, told The
Age. “He has been very badly
treated by the opposition, but
even if it were Obama in his
position as co-ordinator of the
talks, he’d be attacked, too.”

Before flying back to Aus-
tralia last weekend, Mr Down-
er conceded that cracking the
Cyprus conundrum was “a
massive challenge.”

“It’s a very, very tough is-
sue,” he said. “At times it can
also be a geographic challenge,
seeing that my wife and bits
and pieces of my family are in
Australia. But then, I wouldn’t
enjoy it so much if it were
easy.”

Article from The Age

Alexander Downer (right) meets Cypriot President Dimitris
Christofias. Photo: AP

Return of five rare Byzantine fresco-icons stolen in 1978
Five rare Byzantine hagiography

frescoes stolen in 1978 from the
Palaiopanagia Church in Steni, Evia,
returned to Greece from Basle,
Switzerland at dawn Thursday.

The priceless fresco-icons, dating
from the 13th and 16th centuries, s-
tolen by Greek antiquities smugglers
from the church in August 1978 and il-
legally sent out of the country were
traced by the Greek authorities (A-
thens Security Police Antiquities S-
muggling unit) in 2006 to a well-known
Italian antiquities dealer, at a gallery
he ran jointly with his German wife in
Basle.

The Greek judicial authorities
launched legal procedures for the re-
turn of the precious icons, on behalf of
the Greek state, which lasted more

than two years, instituting charges a-
gainst the Italian antiquities dealer and
all others involved, and sought the ju-
dicial assistance of the Swiss authori-
ties for confiscation of the stolen icons.
The Basle prosecutor’s office in De-
cember 2009 issued a final judgement
ordering the unconditional return of
the frescoes to Greece.

The frescoes depict Saints Ermolaos,
Nikitas, Makarios of Egypt and Nestor,
and are unique examples of the school
of painting prevalent in the 13th and
16th centuries on mainland Greece.

Palaiopanagia is a 12th century cross-
shape roofed Byzantine church
renowned for its exceptional art ha-
giographies that are distinguished for
their precision of proportions and colors.

The five stolen frescoes are a point of

reference in international and Greek s-
tudies, outstanding among which is a
1971 study co-authored by the present
Archbishop of Athens and All Greece,
Ieronymos titled “Medieval Monu-
ments of Evia”, which has been award-

ed by the Academy of Athens. 
The study, in fact, was a key factor in

definitively identifying the frescoes and
positively establishing before the Swiss
authorities that the five icons are pro-
tected Greek cultural monuments.

ÁÊÏÌÁ ÊÁÉ ÐÑÉÍ ÔÇÍ ÅÎÅÕÑÅÓÇ ËÕÓÇÓ

Ðáñßóé

Ãáëëßá êáé Éóðáíßá ðñïùèïýí
åõñùðáúêÞ ðñùôïâïõëßá ãéá
ôçí áíáãíþñéóç ðáëáéóôéíéá-
êïý êñÜôïõò åíôüò 18 ìçíþí,
áêüìá êáé åÜí ïé äéáðñáãìá-
ôåýóåéò äåí Ý÷ïõí ìÝ÷ñé ôüôå
êáôáëÞîåé óå ëýóç. 

Ï
ÃÜëëïò ðñùèõðïõñãüò ôÜ-
÷èçêå õðÝñ ôçò «åðéôÜ÷õí-
óçò» ôçò åéñçíåõôéêÞò äéáäé-

êáóßáò, ìßá ìÝñá ðñéí ï Ðáëáéóôßíéïò
ðñüåäñïò Ìá÷ìïýíô ÁìðÜò âñåèåß
óôï Ðáñßóé êáé óõíáíôçèåß ìå ôïí Íé-
êïëÜ Óáñêïæß.

Ï Ö.Öéãéüí, óå óõíÝíôåõîç Ôýðïõ
óôçí Éïñäáíßá, äÞëùóå, áíáöåñüìå-
íïò óå ðñüôáóç ôïõ Ìð.ÊïõóíÝñ, üôé
ç Ãáëëßá åðéèõìåß «íá åðéôá÷ýíåé ôçí
(åéñçíåõôéêÞ) äéáäéêáóßá, íá áíáëÜ-
âåé ðñùôïâïõëßåò, ïé ïðïßåò èá ïäç-
ãÞóïõí óôçí åðáíÜëçøç ôùí äéá-
ðñáãìáôåýóåùí, ïé ïðïßåò áñãïýí ôü-
óï íá áñ÷ßóïõí» 

Ï ÃÜëëïò õðïõñãüò Åîùôåñéêþí
ÌðåñíÜñ ÊïõóíÝñ Ý÷åé äçëþóåé óôçí
ãáëëéêÞ åöçìåñßäá Journal du Di-
manche üôé «âñßóêåé åëêõóôéêÞ» ôçí
éäÝá ôçò äéåèíïýò áíáãíþñéóçò åíüò
ðáëáéóôéíéáêïý êñÜôïõò ðñéí áêüìç
ãßíïõí ïé äéáðñáãìáôåýóåéò ãéá ôá
óýíïñÜ ôïõ. Ï Ìð.ÊïõóíÝñ äÞëùóå
üôé «ôï æÞôçìá ðïõ ôßèåôáé ôþñá åßíáé
ç äçìéïõñãßá ìéáò ðñáãìáôéêüôçôáò»
êáé ôüíéóå üôé ç Ãáëëßá âïçèÜ óôïí
ó÷çìáôéóìü ðáëáéóôéíéáêÞò áóôõíï-
ìßáò êáé óôçí áíÜðôõîç åðé÷åéñÞóåùí
óôç ÄõôéêÞ ¼÷èç. 

«Óôç óõíÝ÷åéá ìðïñåß êáíåßò íá
öáíôáóôåß ôçí -óå óýíôïìï äéÜóôçìá-
áíáêÞñõîç ðáëáéóôéíéáêïý êñÜôïõò
êáé ôçí áíáãíþñéóÞ ôïõ áðü ôç äéå-
èíÞ êïéíüôçôá ðñéí áðü ôéò äéáðñáã-
ìáôåýóåéò ãéá ôá óýíïñá» äÞëùóå ï
Ìð.ÊïõóíÝñ. 

«ÅÜí ìÝ÷ñé ôï 2011 ç ðïëéôéêÞ äéá-
äéêáóßá äåí Ý÷åé èÝóåé ôÝëïò óôçí êá-
ôï÷Þ ôïõ ÉóñáÞë, ðéóôåýù üôé ç áíÜ-
ðôõîç ôùí ðáëáéóôéíéáêþí õðïäïìþí
êáé èåóìþí èá åßíáé ôÝôïéá ðïõ èá á-
íáãêÜóåé ôï ÉóñáÞë íá ëÞîåé ôçí êá-
ôï÷Þ ôïõ» óõìðëÞñùóå.

Ï ÃÜëëïò õðïõñãüò Åîùôåñéêþí Ý-
÷åé Þäç åîáóöáëßóåé ôç óôÞñéîç ôïõ É-
óðáíïý ïìïëüãïõ ôïõ ÌéãêÝë Ìïñá-
ôßíïò, óýìöùíá ìå ðëçñïöïñßåò ôçò
éóñáçëéíÞò åöçìåñßäáò Haaretz.

Ïé äýï õðïõñãïß óõíôÜóóïõí Üñ-
èñï, ôï ïðïßï óêïðåýïõí íá äçìï-
óéåýóïõí óå åõñùðáúêÝò åöçìåñßäåò.

Ôï Üñèñï èá áíáöÝñåé üôé ç ÅÅ ðñÝ-
ðåé íá ðñïóáíáôïëéóôåß óå áíáãíþñé-
óç ðáëáéóôéíéáêïý êñÜôïõò ðñéí ôçí
ïëïêëÞñùóç ôùí äéáðñáãìáôåýóåùí,
åÜí õðÜñîåé áðü ôç ìåñéÜ ôïõ Ì.Á-
ìðÜò áíáêÞñõîç áíåîáñôçóßáò.

Ç åöçìåñßäá áíáöÝñåé üôé ôï Éóñá-
Þë ãíùñßæåé ãéá áõôÞ ôç ðñùôïâïõëßá
åäþ êáé áñêåôÝò åâäïìÜäåò êáé Ý÷åé
åêöñÜóåé ôçí áíôßèåóÞ ôïõ.

«ÅÜí ç ÅÅ ðñïêáôáâÜëåé ôá áðïôå-
ëÝóìáôá ôùí äéáðñáãìáôåýóåùí êáé
õðïó÷åèåß óôïõò Ðáëáéóôßíéïõò áíá-
ãíþñéóç åíüò êñÜôïõò, ôüôå äåí èá Ý-
÷ïõí êáíÝíá êßíçôñï ãéá åðáíÝíáñîç
ôùí äéáðñáãìáôåýóåùí» äçëþíåé ç
éóñáçëéíÞ ðëåõñÜ, óýìöùíá ìå ôçí å-
öçìåñßäá. ×èåò ÄåõôÝñá ï ÃÜëëïò
ðñüåäñïò ÍéêïëÜ Óáñêïæß êáé ï
Ö.Öéãéüí áíáìÝíåôï íá óõíáíôçèïýí
ìå ôïí Ðáëáéóôßíéï ðñüåäñï Ìá÷-
ìïýíô ÁìðÜò óôï Ðáñßóé.

ÅõñùðáúêÞ ðñùôïâïõëßá 
ãéá áíáãíþñéóç ðáëáéóôéíéáêïý 

êñÜôïõò ðñïùèïýí Ãáëëßá - Éóðáíßá 
Ðñüóâáóç óôá 

äéêáóôÞñéá áðïêôïýí ïé
ãõíáßêåò - äéêçãüñïé 
óôç ÓáïõäéêÞ Áñáâßá

ÑéÜíô. - Ç ÓáïõäéêÞ Áñáâßá óêïðåýåé
íá åðéôñÝøåé ìå íüìï óôéò ãõíáßêåò äéêç-
ãüñïõò íá åìöáíßæïíôáé óôá äéêáóôÞñéá,
åêðñïóùðþíôáò ôïõò åíôïëåßò ôïõò, ãéá
ðñþôç öïñÜ óôçí éóôïñßá ôçò ÷þñáò. ÐÜ-
íôùò, ï íüìïò áöïñÜ ïñéóìÝíåò ìüíï õðï-
èÝóåéò ïéêïãåíåéáêïý äéêáßïõ. 

Ï õðïõñãüò Äéêáéïóýíçò Ìï÷Üìåíô áë-
Áúóá äÞëùóå üôé ï íüìïò åßíáé ìÝñïò ó÷å-
äßïõ ôïõ âáóéëéÜ ÁìðíôÜëá ãéá ôïí åêóõã-
÷ñïíéóìü ôçò Äéêáéïóýíçò óôç ÷þñá. 

Ï íüìïò èá åðéôñÝðåé óôéò ãõíáßêåò íá
åîáóêïýí ôï åðÜããåëìÜ ôïõò óôéò äéêáóôé-
êÝò áßèïõóåò ãéá õðïèÝóåéò ïéêïãåíåéá-
êïý äéêáßïõ üðùò äéáæýãéá êáé ç åðéìÝ-
ëåéá ðáéäéþí. ÌÝ÷ñé óÞìåñá ìðïñïýóáí
íá åñãÜæïíôáé ìüíï óå êõâåñíçôéêÝò Þ äé-
êáóôéêÝò õðçñåóßåò.

Äýï íåêñïß 
áðü óõíôñéâÞ 
åëéêïðôÝñïõ 

óôï ÉñÜê
Äýï áìåñéêáíïß ðéëüôïé åëéêïðôÝñïõ

óêïôþèçêáí ÷èåò, üôáí ôï åëéêüðôåñü
ôïõò óõíåôñßâç ìÝóá óôá üñéá ôçò áåñï-
ðïñéêÞò ôïõ âÜóçò, óôï âüñåéï ÉñÜê, óýì-
öùíá ìå áíáêïßíùóç ôçò áìåñéêáíéêÞò
óôñáôéùôéêÞò äéïßêçóçò óôç ÂáãäÜôç.

Óýìöùíá ìå ôéò ðñþôåò ðëçñïöïñßåò, Ý-
÷åé áðïêëåéóôåß ôï åíäå÷üìåíï å÷èñéêÞò
åðßèåóçò. ÓõíïëéêÜ, 4.378 áìåñéêáíïß
óôñáôéþôåò Ý÷ïõí óêïôùèåß óôï ÉñÜê, áðü
ôçí Üíïéîç ôïõ 2003, ïðüôå êáé îåêßíçóáí
ïé åðé÷åéñÞóåéò . Ùóôüóï, ôï 2009 õðÞñîå
ôï “ëéãüôåñï öïíéêü Ýôïò” ãéá ôïí áìåñé-
êáíéêü óôñáôü, äåäïìÝíïõ üôé óôç äéÜñ-
êåéÜ ôïõ óêïôþèçêáí 150 áìåñéêáíïß
óôñáôéþôåò.  Óå óýãêñéóç, ôï Ýôïò 2008 ïé
íåêñïß óôéò ôÜîåéò ôïõ Þôáí 314, åíþ ôï
2007 áíÞëèáí óôïõò 904.

Êßåâï. - Ôï êüììá ôïõ
íåïåêëåãÝíôïò ïõêñáíïý
ðñïÝäñïõ Âßêôïñ Ãéáíïõ-
êüâéôò áíáæçôÜ íÝï ðñù-
èõðïõñãü ìåôÜ ôçí ðáñá-
äï÷Þ ôçò Ãéïýëéá ÔéìïóÝí-
êï ãéá ôçí Þôôá ôçò óôéò
ðñïåäñéêÝò åêëïãÝò. Óýì-
öùíá ìå áîéùìáôïý÷ï Ý-
÷ïõí Þäç âñåèåß ôñåéò õðï-
øÞöéïé ãéá ôç èÝóç, äýï åê
ôùí ïðïßùí äåí åßíáé ìÝëç
ôïõ êüììáôïò. 

Ôï Êüììá ôùí Ðåñéöå-
ñåéþí ôïõ Ãéáíïõêüâéôò å-
ðé÷åéñåß íá ó÷çìáôßóåé íÝá
êõâÝñíçóç óõíáóðéóìïý
ðïõ èá ìðïñÝóåé íá áíôé-
êáôáóôÞóåé ôçí êõâÝñíçóç
ôçò Ãéïýëéá ÔéìïóÝíêï, çô-
ôçìÝíçò ôùí ðñïåäñéêþí
åêëïãþí.

¼ðùò áíÝöåñå ðçãÞ
ðïõ ðñüóêåéôáé óôï êüììá
ôïõ Ãéáíïýêïâéôò, ï åðé-

÷åéñçìáôßáò ÓåñãêÝé Ôé-
ãêßðêï êáé ï ðñþçí õ-
ðïõñãüò Åîùôåñéêþí, Áñ-
óÝíé Ãéáôóåíßïõê -êáíÝíáò
åê ôùí äýï äåí áíÞêåé óôï
Êüììá ôùí Ðåñéöåñåéþí-,
êáèþò êáé ï ðñþçí õðïõñ-
ãüò Ïéêïíïìéêþí, Ìßêïëá
ÁæÜñïö, åßíáé ïé ðéèáíü-
ôåñïé õðïøÞöéïé ãéá ôç èÝ-
óç. Ôá ïíüìáôá áõôÜ áíá-

ìÝíåôáé íá áíáöÝñåé êáé ï
Â.Ãéáíïõêüâéôò óå óõíÝ-
íôåõîÞ ôïõ ðïõ ðñüêåéôáé
íá ìåôáäïèåß áñãüôåñá
ôçí ÊõñéáêÞ áðü ôçëåï-
ðôéêïýò óôáèìïýò.

Ï 50÷ñïíïò Ó.Ôéãêßðêï
Þñèå áíÝëðéóôá ôñßôïò
óôïí ðñþôï ãýñï ôùí ðñï-
åäñéêþí åêëïãþí êáé ôüóï
ç Ã.ÔéìïóÝíêï üóï êáé ï

Â.Ãéáíïõêüâéôò åðé÷åßñç-
óáí íá åîáóöáëßóïõí ôç
óôÞñéîÞ ôïõ óôï äåýôåñï
ãýñï, åêåßíïò üìùò áñíÞ-
èçêå íá ôçí ðñïóöÝñåé óå
êÜðïéïí áðü ôïõò äýï.

Ï 35÷ñïíïò Áñó.Ãéáôóå-
íßïõê äåí åßíáé Üãíùóôïò
óôçí ðïëéôéêÞ æùÞ ôçò Ïõ-
êñáíßáò, ìéáò êáé Ý÷åé äéá-
ôåëÝóåé ìåôáîý Üëëùí
ðñüåäñïò ôçò êåíôñéêÞò
ôñÜðåæáò êáé ôïõ Êïéíï-
âïõëßïõ.

Ï 63÷ñïíïò Ì.ÁæÜñïö
åßíáé ðéóôüò óýììá÷ïò
ôïõ íÝïõ ðñïÝäñïõ åðß
óåéñÜ åôþí êáé Ý÷åé âïç-
èÞóåé óôçí áíÜêáìøç ôçò
ïéêïíïìßáò ôçò ÷þñáò åðß
ðñùèõðïõñãßáò Ãéáíïõ-
êüâéôò ôéò ðåñéüäïõò
2002-2004 êáé 2006-2007
áðü ôç èÝóç ôïõ õðïõñ-
ãïý Ïéêïíïìéêþí.

Ï Ìá÷ìïýíô ÁìðÜò ìå ôïí ÃÜëëï õðïõñãü Åîùôåñéêþí 
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