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* Áãïñáðùëçóßåò áêéíÞôùí 
* Áãïñáðùëçóßåò Åðé÷åéñÞóåùí
* Ïéêïãåíåéáêü Äßêáéï
* ÄéáèÞêåò - ÊëçñïíïìéÝò- 

Ðåñéðôþóåéò åëëåßøåùò äéáèÞêçò
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* Ðëçñåîïýóéá
* ¼ëùí ôùí åéäþí áóöáëéóôéêÝò áðïæçìéþóåéò
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Two words about me:
I’m 21 years old and I’m currently s-

tudying at University full time. My
friends would describe me as loyal and
carefree. 

Where was I born: 
I was born in Sydney Australia

Star-sign: 
Gemini

Family Status: 
Single

My Origins: 
I was born in Australia but the rest

of my family originate from Greece 

Two words about my family:
My parents migrated to Australia in

the seventies from Europe from
Greek heritage to start a new life.
They met and married in Sydney and
had two children, my older brother
and I.  My maternal grandparents also
lived with us in a duplex house.  They
have always supported me in every-
thing I do and are always there with a
helping hand. 

About my work:  
It has taken me a few years and

many attempts at tertiary education to
realize that I like working with chil-
dren, and I am now in the second year
of a Primary Education degree. I also
enjoy volunteering on Saturdays at the
Greek Theatre children’s workshop.

My Interests: 
I have many interests including mu-

sic and theatre. I like doing anything
creative or social.

My favorite food: 
Pasta

My favorite book: 
Anything by Sophie Kinsella   

About my life in Australia: 
I was born in Sydney but really think

I should have been born in Greece as
I feel the lifestyle suites me better.
All my life I lived in the same house in
Sydney and had the advantage of the
extended family upbringing. My
Grandparents looked after my broth-
er and I while my parents worked.   As
my Grandparents couldn’t speak Eng-
lish well I learnt to speak Greek as my
first language.

My relationship with
Greece: 

I’ve travelled to Greece many times,
mostly with my immediate family. Re-
cently, I went on my first solo trip and
fell in love with Greece.  Since then
I’ve been trying to go back as often as
possible which seems to be every two

years.  I am actually going to travel
there again this year in June.  

What I like about living in
Australia: 

I like living in Australia because I
think it’s a beautiful country where
the beach is never far away. I also like
it because it has a diversity of different
cultures that you can learn things
from, as Australia is so multicultural.
Lastly, I like the security that is pro-
vided by Australia’s reasonably stable
economy.    

What I don’t like about liv-
ing in Australia: 

What I dislike about living in Aus-
tralia is that the majority of its people
tend to concentrate too much on what
they have or what they should work to-
wards having.  It seems that people
live to work and work hard for a better
quantity of life rather than a quality.

Would I like to live in
Greece one day and Why:  

Yes, I would love to live in Greece
and will, once I complete my degree. I
want to stay for a year at least, and
work as an English teacher if possible.

I believe the more relaxed lifestyle of
Greece suites my personality better,
plus I think it’ll be a great experience
to live and work in another country.

My personal big dream: 
To have traveled through all the

countries in Europe by the age of
forty.

My life philosophy: 
Do something you love doing be-

cause chances are you will be doing it
for most of your life. 

Every week, “Kosmos” newspaper will be presenting stories of Greeks in
Australia. If you would like to share your story with us, send us an email

and your favourite photo at: kosmos@kosmos.com.au 

PEOPLE
LIKE US…

Natasha Daviska
loves music and theatre

Painting the 
sky with words

“On the Greek Islands, on the northwestern
tip of Santorini, is the idyllic village of Oia. A
place where the sunset is not just a daily ritual,
it is an event.

Locals, tourists and backpackers gather expec-
tantly, finding a perch on a wall, step or rooftop
ready to view te most attractive end of days. 

It was an appreciative crowd, strangely but
contagiously clapping as the rays dipped under

the horizon, taking the shine off the Aegean
and darkening the many blue-domed churches
for another day.

Driving home on my motorcycle with my
wife’s arms wrapped around my waist, wishing
the day’s events were not over. Comforted,
however, by the fact it will all happen again to-
morrow”. 

Josh Hammann

Thessaloniki in the world’s 
top 10 party towns 

Looking to tread terrain still
untouched by foreign stag ex-
peditions? Want to unwind in
luxury or drink up the sun?
Lonely Planet lists the world’s
top 10 party cities in its new
guide, the 1000 Ultimate Ex-
periences.

1. BELGRADE, SERBIA
The long years of bad press that kept

Serbia off the map have now passed,
and foreigners are now realizing what
locals always knew - that Belgrade re-
ally rocks. With an exuberant popula-
tion and its legacy as an intellectual
hangout, Belgrade offers varied
nightlife, ranging from eclectic water-
ing holes for those in the know, to the
busy restaurants and bars of the
Skadarlija district and the summer
clubs in barges on the Sava and
Danube Rivers.

2. MONTREAL, CANADA
Easygoing Montreal is increasingly

popular with foreign travellers, who
enjoy the joie de vivre of a place with
bilingual ambience, good local beer
and even skiing at nearby Mt Royal.
Montreal’s irrepressible student popu-
lation and atmospheric old quarter
give the city a light-hearted, Bohemian
air. There are Old World cafes, cool
jazz clubs, packed discos and late bars
to choose from, plus  each July.

3. BUENOS AIRES,
ARGENTINA

With its unique mix of European
and South American cultures, and a
native passion for dance, the Argen-
tine capital provides fertile ground
for lively nightlife. There’s an em-
phasis on fashion and a diverse range
of entertainment offerings in Buenos
Aires’ barrios. Relax at a swinging
jazz club or dance all night by the wa-
terfront; some clubs and cultural
centres offer classes so you can learn
to tango or salsa like a local. There’s
everything from Irish pubs and local
folk to house parties.

4. DUBAI, UNITED ARAB
EMIRATES

For those who can afford it, the
world capital of conspicuous consump-
tion is unbeatable. Dubai’s extrava-
gance is way over the top, with ultra
luxury hotels on artificial islands, slick
modern malls and tonnes of precious
metals glittering in shops. Yet Dubai is
also a cosmopolitan place, so if you’re
not invited to party on board the pri-
vate yacht of a celebrity, you can al-
ways mingle with people from around
the world in the swank bars and clubs
of the Middle East’s most decadent
desert getaway.

5. THESSALONIKI, GREECE
Greece’s second city has style, with

plenty of fashionable shops and salons.
Thessaloniki boasts great nightlife dur-
ing those long months when more fa-
mous Greek destinations are deep in
hibernation, from arty cafes to Latin
bars to discos pumping out house mu-
sic to salacious bouzoukia (clubs fea-
turing twangy, Eastern-flavored Greek
folk-pop). That’s plenty to keep you
occupied after you’ve

traversed the sublime Byzantine
churches, museums and ruins. It’s not
cheap, but no Greek city save Athens
compares.

6. LA PAZ,  BOLIVIA
Don’t forget that liquor goes to the

head quickly in the Bolivian capital,
well over 3000 m above sea level. Get

hot and sweaty in one of many slick
nightclubs, which cater to chic locals
and the foreign contingent. The na-
tives are friendly and, with a steady
stream of travellers, it’s a town of many
tongues. World-class bars, swank cafes
and restaurants serenading with tradi-
tional music round out the offerings.
Buy traditional Aymara herbs at the
Witches’ Market (Mercado de Brujas)
to ward off hangovers and bothersome

spirits.

7. CAPE TOWN, 
SOUTH AFRICA

With the 2010 World Cup bringing a
global audience to South Africa, the
partying will only get harder as trav-
ellers converge on a city already well
known for nightlife. Luxuriate on some
of the world’s best beaches by day and
kick back under the moonlight at suave
cocktail bars by night. Two hours east,
in the Indian Ocean, lies the elegant
beach village of Mossel Bay, with more
great beaches and chic flair. Visitors
must try some of the wines crafted by
South Africa’s world-renowned vint-
ners, either at a Cape Town bar or at
one of several wineries nearby.

8. BAKU, AZERBAIJAN
Since the 1990s, when it started taking

off as a hub for Caspian Sea oil and gas,
Baku has been transformed and this
newfound economic stimulation hasn’t
failed to influence urban nightlife. The
cash injection from energy projects, en-
hanced by the presence of thousands of
international oil workers and wealthy
consultants, has turned Baku into an
oasis of excess in an otherwise fairly tra-
ditional Muslim country.

9. AUCKLAND, 
NEW ZEALAND

Myriad cafes, bars and dinner clubs
cater to a hip young clientele. Try the
glittering waterfront for smart bars,
and hit the happening clubs (some stay
open 24 hours). There are plenty of
live shows on offer too, from folk in
Devonport to louder sounds at Mt E-
den. And you can always walk off the
Sky Tower - the southern hemisphere’s
tallest structure - a 328m cable-con-
trolled drop in which jumpers reach a
speed of 85kph.

10. TEL AVIV, ISRAEL
Like elsewhere in the Mediter-

ranean, Israel’s second largest city
gets going late. The endless bars,
pubs and cocktail venues start to fill
up by midnight, from which point the
nightclubs get revved up with danc-
ing till dawn. Nowadays an interna-
tional crowd joins Israelis for a
mixed bag of funk, pop, house and
techno at the city’s dozens of enter-
tainment hotspots. Tel Aviv has a re-
laxed air, and prides itself on being
gay-friendly and outgoing.

article from The Age

THESSALONIKI, GREECE. Greece’s second city has style, with plenty of fashionable shops and salons. 
Thessaloniki boasts great nightlife during those long months when more famous Greek destinations

are deep in hibernation. Photo: George Tsafos/Lonely Planet

Below is one of the favourite entries from
the travel writing contest, that was pub-
lished in the Sunday Telegraph. We hope
you enjoy it as much as we did!


