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Supreme Court judge orders pathological gambler 
Harry Kakavas to repay $1.2m debt to Bahamas casino 
A PATHOLOGICAL mil-
lionaire gambler has been
ordered to repay $1.2 mil-
lion to a casino at a luxury
Bahamas resort. 
A Victorian Supreme
Court judge today found
that Harry Kakavas was li-
able for the debt, lost in
just five hours at the  in
November 2006.

J
ustice Jennifer Davies
found there was no mer-
it in Mr Kakavas’s claim

that the casino knew he was a
pathological gambler and
should not have extended a
line of credit of $US1.013 mil-
lion.

Mr Kakavas was on his hon-
eymoon at the five-star resort
that boasts a “marine habitat

second only to Mother Na-
ture’’ when he went on his
gambling spree.

In December last year  after
a similar claim, with the judge
ordering him to pay the venue
a further $1 million.

The Melbourne-born prop-
erty developer has lodged an
appeal against the findings of
Justice David Harper, claim-
ing the judge made 36 errors
in his judgment in favour of
the Southbank casino.

Justice Davies said Mr
Kakavas called evidence from
psychologists to back his claim
was a pathological gambler, a
recognised mental disorder.

The judge said she accepted
that it was reasonable to infer
that on the day he made the
losses Mr Kakavas was unable
to walk away from the gaming
tables and his ability to control
his behaviour was seriously

impaired.
But Justice Davies added

there was nothing “to put the
casino on notice that Mr
Kakavas may have suffered
from a serious disability affect-
ing his judgment and control
over his gambling activities’’.

It was significant, she said,
that a credit search Atlantis
made on Mr Kakavas did not
disclose he had excluded him-
self from any casino.

And no credit or other issues
had come to the attention of
the Atlantis.

“The provision of credit by
the casino was an ordinary in-
cident of gambling activity
there,’’ Justice Davies said.

“There was nothing unto-
ward about a patron seeking
funds from the casino to gam-
ble and the evidence showed
that the credit was given be-
cause of his good credit rating

with other casinos.’’
The judge will hear argu-

ments about interest on the

sum on Thursday.

Article from the Herald Sun

Problem gambler Harry Kakavas lost $US1 million in five
hours of gambling / Herald Sun 

Man walks free over 
curtain rod street killing

A MAN accused of killing another
with a wooden curtain rod in a 2008
street brawl yesterday walked free
from the Supreme Court, acquitted of
all charges. 

Mario Nicholas Karageorgis, 27,
was accused of murdering Bradley
Hawkesworth, 26, and the aggravated
assault of his father Colin
Hawkesworth.

The jury, which had been deliberat-
ing since Friday, found Karageorgis
not guilty of murder, the lesser charge
of manslaughter and aggravated as-
sault.

The jury had heard the victim died
after Karageorgis stabbed him with a
curtain rod which went through his
eye and penetrated his brain in De-
cember 2008.

As the verdict was read out, one
woman in the gallery said “thank
you” to the jury, while a man yelled
“shame on you” at Mr Karageorgis.

The court previously heard Mr
Karageorgis had gone to the defence
of his wife after seeing her surround-
ed by a group of men on the street,
one of whom was armed with a knife.

In his closing address to the jury,
David Stokes, for Mr Karageorgis
asked they each put themselves in Mr
Karageorgis’ shoes.

“This is quick, people don’t have
time for intellectual reflection, and I
suggest this man did in the spur of the
moment, what he thought was the

right thing to do,” Mr Stokes said.
“What you see is three men and your

wife . . . there is shouting. There is
yelling. Your wife is screaming. There

is some sort of conflict going on.”
He said Mr Karageorgis did not in-

tend seriously harming or killing any-
one.

“Would it not be within the realms
of nature for some men, not all men .
. . that some men would grab the n-
earest weapon they could to go in the
defence of their partner?” he asked
the jury.

Speaking after the verdict, Mr S-
tokes said his client was “intensely re-
lieved”, but still affected by the inci-
dent. “He is still emotionally dis-
turbed and indeed distressed by the
death of the other man on that
evening,” Mr Stokes said.

Jordanna Schriever From: ABC

Mario Karageorgis: family 
angry as he is acquitted over 

a fight death. (ABC News)

Shutterbug’s dream 
rises from adversity

EVAN Kallipolitis’ dream job came out
of his biggest struggle.

He runs Createv Photography with his
wife Juliette from their Beverly Park
home, but besides being a passion, photog-
raphy was a sort of therapy fro him when
he was fighting cancer.

“[Photography] was a way to express my-
self,” Mr Kallipolitis said.

Now, he and Julliette are able to express
their photographic talents in a business
that has been running successfully for a
decade. They specialise in wedding pho-
tography, and the business has just ex-
panded to include video production and
personalised albums.
Details: www.createvphotography.com.au

Caption: Sure Shot:Evn and Julliette
Kallipolitis have launched a series of products
to complement their photography business.

The history of most fanatic 
Australian sports fan on screen

Corfa, known by all by his nick name, “Joffa” is the “lu-
natic” fan of the Collingwood team, who with his antics
has managed many times to attract media attention and
as can be expected, the start of film by expatriate director, Christos Liontas
(foto).  “Many might consider him a crazy and eccentric sports fan” stated
Liontas, but adds that “I saw him as an enthusiastic person who is the life of
the party, who has loves for his team”. The film focuses on Joffa’s adven-
tures and mishaps which are accompanied by much humor. Joffa himself, s-
peaking about his cinematic debut, noted that he was awaiting negative
comments by many once again, but maintained he didn’t care, since he is
doing it for his true love, Collingwood. (source: voice of greece)14038
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A Find Dates Seafaring
100000-Plus Years Ago
E

arly humans, possibly even prehuman an-
cestors, appear to have been going to sea
much longer than anyone had ever sus-

pected. That is the startling implication of discover-
ies made the last two summers on the Greek island
of Crete. Stone tools found there, archaeologists
say, are at least 130,000 years old, which is consid-
ered strong evidence for the earliest known seafar-
ing in the Mediterranean and cause for rethinking
the maritime capabilities of prehuman cultures.
Crete has been an island for more than five million
years, meaning that the toolmakers must have ar-
rived by boat. So this seems to push the history of
Mediterranean voyaging back more than 100,000
years, specialists in Stone Age archaeology say. Pre-
vious artifact discoveries had shown people reaching
Cyprus, a few other Greek islands and possibly Sar-
dinia no earlier than 10,000 to 12,000 years ago.

The oldest established early marine travel any-
where was the sea-crossing migration of anatomi-
cally modern Homo sapiens to Australia, beginning
about 60,000 years ago. There is also a suggestive
trickle of evidence, notably the skeletons and arti-
facts on the Indonesian island of Flores, of more an-
cient hominids making their way by water to new
habitats.

Even more intriguing, the archaeologists who
found the tools on Crete noted that the style of the
hand axes suggested that they could be up to
700,000 years old. That may be a stretch, they con-
ceded, but the tools resemble artifacts from the s-
tone technology known as Acheulean, which origi-
nated with prehuman populations in Africa. More
than 2,000 stone artifacts, including the hand axes,
were collected on the southwestern shore of Crete,
near the town of Plakias, by a team led by Thomas
F. Strasser and Eleni Panagopoulou. She is with the
Greek Ministry of Culture and he is an associate
professor of art history at Providence College in
Rhode Island. They were assisted by Greek and
American geologists and archaeologists, including
Curtis Runnels of . Dr. Strasser described the dis-
covery last month at a meeting of the . A formal re-
port has been accepted for publication in Hesparia,
the journal of the American School of Classical S-
tudies in Athens, a supporter of the fieldwork.

The Plakias survey team went in looking for ma-
terial remains of more recent artisans, nothing older
than 11,000 years. Such artifacts would have been
blades, spear points and arrowheads typical of
Mesolithic and Neolithic periods.

“We found those, then we found the hand axes,”
Dr. Strasser said last week in an interview, and that
sent the team into deeper time.

“We were flummoxed,” Dr. Runnels said in an
interview. “These things were just not supposed to
be there.” Word of the find is circulating among the
ranks of Stone Age scholars. The few who have seen
the data and some pictures — most of the tools re-
side in Athens — said they were excited and cau-
tiously impressed. The research, if confirmed by fur-
ther study, scrambles timetables of technological de-
velopment and textbook accounts of human and
prehuman mobility.

Ofer Bar-Yosef, an authority on Stone Age ar-
chaeology at Harvard, said the significance of the

find would depend on the dating of the site. “Once
the investigators provide the dates,” he said in an e-
mail message, “we will have a better understanding
of the importance of the discovery.” Dr. Bar-Yosef
said he had seen only a few photographs of the Cre-
tan tools. The forms can only indicate a possible age,
he said, but “handling the artifacts may provide a d-
ifferent impression.” And dating, he said, would tell
the tale. Dr. Runnels, who has 30 years’ experience
in Stone Age research, said that an analysis by him
and three geologists “left not much doubt of the age
of the site, and the tools must be even older.”

The cliffs and caves above the shore, the re-
searchers said, have been uplifted by tectonic forces
where the African plate goes under and pushes up
the European plate. The exposed uplifted layers
represent the sequence of geologic periods that
have been well studied and dated, in some cases cor-
related to established dates of glacial and interglacial
periods of the most recent ice age. In addition, the
team analyzed the layer bearing the tools and deter-
mined that the soil had been on the surface 130,000
to 190,000 years ago. Dr. Runnels said he consid-
ered this a minimum age for the tools themselves.
They include not only quartz hand axes, but also
cleavers and scrapers, all of which are in the
Acheulean style. The tools could have been made
millenniums before they became, as it were, frozen
in time in the Cretan cliffs, the archaeologists said.
Dr. Runnels suggested that the tools could be at
least twice as old as the geologic layers. Dr. Strasser
said they could be as much as 700,000 years old. Fur-
ther explorations are planned this summer.

The 130,000-year date would put the discovery in
a time when Homo sapiens had already evolved in
Africa, sometime after 200,000 years ago. Their p-
resence in Europe did not become apparent until
about 50,000 years ago.

Archaeologists can only speculate about who the
toolmakers were. One hundred and thirty thousand
years ago, modern humans shared the world with oth-
er hominids, like Neanderthals and Homo heidelber-
gensis. The Acheulean culture is thought to have start-
ed with Homo erectus. The standard hypothesis had
been that Acheulean toolmakers reached Europe
and Asia via the Middle East, passing mainly
through what is now Turkey into the Balkans. The
new finds suggest that their dispersals were not con-
fined to land routes. They may lend credibility to
proposals of migrations from Africa across the Strait
of Gibraltar to Spain. Crete’s southern shore where
the tools were found is 200 miles from North Africa.

“We can’t say the toolmakers came 200 miles
from Libya,” Dr. Strasser said. “If you’re on a raft,
that’s a long voyage, but they might have come from
the European mainland by way of shorter crossings
through Greek islands.”

But archaeologists and experts on early nautical
history said the discovery appeared to show that
these surprisingly ancient mariners had craft stur-
dier and more reliable than rafts. They also must
have had the cognitive ability to conceive and carry
out repeated water crossing over great distances in
order to establish sustainable populations producing
an abundance of stone artifacts. 

Article from The New York Times


