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Two words about me: 
Enthusiastic, Optimistic.

Where was I born: 
Gilgandra NSW. In the central west

of NSW.

Star sign: 
Aries

Family status:  
First born, of 4 brothers

My origins: 
Both my parents Kostas & Evan-

galia were born and raised in the small
village of Karavas, Kythera, Greece

Two words about my family:
Driven, disparate

About my work: 
I have never been motivated by the

work I have done in order to earn
money. 

My interests: 
I regard my “real” work as my inter-

ests - philosophy, (in particular the
nature of consciousness & transcen-
dence), Australian iconography, and

Kytherian history and heritage.

My favourite food: 
Spanokopitta

My favourite book: 
Colin Wilson’s “The Outsider”. My

favourite, Greek-Australia book,
Hugh Gilchrist’s, Australians and
Greeks, Vol’s 1-3

About my life in Australia: 
Privileged and interesting. Australia

affords opportunites. 

My relationship with
Greece: 

Ambivalent. Love the life style, hate
the beaurocracy and corruption. 

What I like about living in
Australia: 

The “fair go” ethic, and the depth of
the commitment to democratic
processes. The weather, and the life
style._

What I don’t like about liv-
ing in Australia: 

Still suffering from an Anglo-Saxon
“cultural cringe”. Large cities are reach-

ing the point of “unmanageability”. 

If I would like to live in
Greece one day and why: 

In my 60’s & 70’s I would like to live
in Greece for 3 months of the year.
The sense of freedom, and the joy of
life can be much more intense in
Greece, particularly on the island of
Kythera.

My personal big dream: 

Keep doing exactly what I am do-
ing…for as long as I can…

My life philosophy: 
This is a BIG one! (Wo)Man is an

“unfinished” experiment. One day
(Wo)Man will attain the status of a
“God”. I would like to contribute
philosophically towards helping
(Wo)Man achieve this status. I would
like to still be alive, when (wo)man e-
volves to this “transcendent” status.

Every week, “Kosmos” newspaper will be presenting stories of Greeks in
Australia. If you would like to share your story with us, send us an email

and your favourite photo at: kosmos@kosmos.com.au 

PEOPLE
LIKE US…

George Poulos
loves Kytherian history & heritage

In the background is the “mystical” island of Hydra - which lies off the bay
of Kapsali in southern Kythera.

WOW-FM 100.7
“The Greek FM Voice in Western Sydney!!”

“Malama’s Greek Night Out!”
Malama Psarianos, is a Greek-Australian, born in the

Antipodes with roots from the Aegean island of Lemnos
and can be heard on

WOW-FM 100.7 - Wednesday evenings 
from 6pm to 7pm. 

Also live on: http://www.wowfm1007.com.au
The show is named “Malama’s Greek Night Out” and

is rightly considered to be “The Greek FM Voice in
Western Sydney!”

Malama plays a variety of Greek Music from Yannis
Ploutarhos, Antonis Remos,Glikeria, Terzis, Anna Vissi
and local artists like James Kanis and Elias Hatzis. She
was the first Greek-Australian announcer to play Sarbel
here in Australia there is also a good coverage of what is
on in the local community, up and coming concerts and
local events and fundraisers.

Some of the events promoted are GAPA (Greek Aus-
tralian Professionals Association) functions, local West-
ern Sydney Greek School and dancing updates, Greek
Dances in the local community and requests for Greek
families listening to the show. Listeners can call Malama
during the show on  98331444.

Malama works during the day in Real Estate in prop-
erty management and enjoys helping people get into
their new rental property. The only down side to this job
is the rise in homelessness in the local community of
Penrith and St Marys.

A Journalist by profession, she has worked as a re-
search assistant for the John Laws Programme, program-
mer of music on 2UE and 2UW which is now MIX-FM
and has worked as a Presenter in Canberra, Wagga and

Lithgow and TV Presenter/Weather on Prime Television
Orange.

Her recent claim to fame was the coordinator of the
Church Street revitalisation programme in the City of
Parramatta where with creating change and putting ex-
citement and fun into the area successfully united the
community and local and state government leading up to
the 2000 Sydney Olympics for its retail and entertain-
ment future. Today Parramatta’s CBD with its unique
river running though the city is renowned for its cosmo-
politan style and presentation showcasing its own story
of vitality and prosperity. 

Malama lives in Penrith and is very involved in the lo-
cal community on Sunday 7 March.  With her many vol-
unteers, she will head off to Forrester Road, St Marys
and Blacktown local Government areas to join in the
Clean up Australia Day promotion. Any one wanting to
join in on the day can contact her via email on
hhp://www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au/malama3777.  

Dimitrios Kametopoulos

Skopjan row 
to threaten bid for seat

on Security Council
Skopja’s vote on Australia’s bid for a UN

Security Council seat will hinge on how the
Rudd government responds to an official
complaint over a pro-Greek speech given
by South Australian Premier Mike Rann. 

The Skopjian embassy in Canberra will
lodge a formal protest over the speech in
which Mr Rann accused Skopja of stealing
Greek history and culture and its President,
Gjorge Ivanov, of “stirring up trouble” with
its neighbour. Mr Rann made the remarks
in November. Macedonian ambassador
Pero Stojanovski said he was seeking a for-
mal explanation and apology. Asked if Mr
Rann’s comments could affect Skopja’s
vote in the UN on Australia’s bid for a non-
permanent seat on the Security Council, Mr
Stojanovski said: “The answer to this ques-
tion would greatly depend on the official re-
sponse by the Australian government.” Mr
Rann was unrepentant yesterday. “I totally
stand by my comments . . . absolutely no
apologies whatsoever,” he said.

Article from The Australian

Reaching out to the diaspora
PASOK MP Elpida Tsouri was
elected the new president of the
Committee on Diaspora Hel-
lenism, previously the Commit-
tee on Greeks Abroad, on No-
vember 10. 

T
souri told  she is committed to
reaching out to Greeks resid-
ing abroad and working hard

to find solutions to many of the bu-
reaucratic problems they face when
trying to get their Greek citizenship
recognised, or when it comes time for
their sons to serve in the Greek army. 

But probably the biggest and most
pressing issue that Tsouri said will gain
momentum under Greece’s new social-
ist Pasok leadership is the overseas bal-
lot. Pasok wants to introduce a vote-
by-mail system for Greek citizens living
abroad to replace the current legisla-
tion which requires eligible voters to
be physically in Greece in order to cast
a ballot. 

To accomplish her multiple goals, T-
souri plans on emphasising common
Greek values, appealing to the diaspo-
ra’s sense of national pride, and getting
Greeks abroad a vote “soon”. 

AN: What are your goals as the new head
of the committee? 
Elpida Tsouri: It is well-known that

the prime minister is himself a Greek
of the diaspora and is thus particularly
sensitive to the problems facing
Greeks abroad. We will work systemat-
ically to make the committee a func-
tional and effective link between the
diaspora and the Greek parliament
and with Greece in general. The com-
mittee will serve as a platform for con-

tinuous communication and coopera-
tion to create, organise and coordinate
a large network of Hellenism, through
which we can highlight our values, tra-
ditions and culture, as well as draw on
knowledge and make the most of op-
portunities for the benefit of all. 

Priorities 
What issues are at the top of your agen-
da? 
The ties between Greeks abroad

and Greece must be strengthened.
This is a difficult challenge, especial-
ly if one takes into consideration the
third and fourth generation. This is
why our committee is obliged to ac-
tively contribute to the development
of a broader national strategy for the
Greek diaspora, in cooperation with
all state agencies. 

Our priorities include the promotion

of the Greek language, education and
culture, as well as the voting rights of
the Greeks living abroad. It is through
the dissemination of information and
use of modern technology that we can
reduce the distance and shape propos-
als that will provide lasting solutions
and lay the groundwork for a new be-
ginning. 

What do you believe are some of the issues
of top concern to Greeks abroad? 
The issues that concern the Greek

diaspora vary from region to region
and from one country to another. In
general, they include everyday practi-
cal problems related to services provid-
ed by Greek embassies and consulates
on a wide range of issues, like the
recognition of citizenship, taxation, in-
surance and military service. 

One common struggle among
Greeks abroad is the need to preserve
the national identity of young people
who are of Greek origin and to prevent
their complete assimilation into the
host countries. After all, this is why
everyone agrees we need to promote
the Greek language, support the
Greek schools abroad and develop cul-
tural activities and networking among
the Greek youth. 

Something to offer 
Why is it to Greece’s advantage to reach
out to Greeks abroad? 
The Greek diaspora is without a

doubt a national source of capital and
a growing source of power for our
country. The knowledge and experi-
ences of the Greeks abroad are a ma-
jor source of wealth. 

In an era of globalisation, members
of the Greek diaspora are the “world c-

itizens” who have repeatedly demon-
strated they can thrive in an environ-
ment with strong principles and rules.
We need them to confront the multiple
challenges of today. They are the best
preachers of our values, promotion
and visibility, not only for our culture
but also for our national issues. 

Their active participation in the so-
cioeconomic life of their host country
many times serves as a bridge for coop-
eration and friendly bilateral relations
with our country. A global network of
Greeks is a cornerstone for a strong
and dynamic presence of Greece on
the international scene. 

Do you foresee any progress on the over-
seas vote issue? 
A first important step for the over-

seas vote was taken by Pasok in 2001
with the revision of the constitution
granting Greeks abroad the right to ex-
ercise their right to vote. The next key
step is the adoption and implementa-
tion of the actual legislation. 

Both the government and the prime
minister himself have referred to the
implementation of a postal vote for
Greeks abroad and their substantial
participation in national elections to
ensure their parliamentary representa-
tion under the new electoral law - a law
which ensures greater transparency and
quality of representative democracy. 

We expect developments on the mat-
ter soon. In any case, it appears that
the government will address the issue
with due responsibility and serious-
ness. It will steer clear of petty politics,
which is a blow to the unity and dignity
of all Greeks. 

Article from ATHENS NEWS

Elpida Tsouri is the new president 
of the Committee on Diaspora

Hellenism 

Omeros for the Romeos
YES, roses are some-

times on the agen-
da as February 14 looms,
but roses fade. On the
other hand a Sunday
lunch or dinner at one of
the great restaurants in St
George could provide
memories that will last
until ... well, until the
next time you visit
Omeros on the Beach. 

We are referring of
course to a special St
Valentine’s Day menu
planned by owner/manag-
er John Omeros at his
beachside restaurant at
Ramsgate. 

Guys, if you will really
want to impress that spe-
cial someone, read on. 

It’s not compulsory, but
you could begin with a
glass of champagne French
at $19 or domestic for $8
while perusing John
Omeros’ special menu. 

The Valentine’s Day
menu begins with a choice
of four entrees followed by
four main courses and

three delicious desserts. 
The entrees incude

parcels of blue swimmer
crab and smoked salmon,

served with avocado cream
or curry tempura prawns
with kaffir lime mayon-
naise. 

Mains include ocean
trout fillet with seared s-
callops and eye fillet steak
on mash with steamed veg-
etables and cabernet sauvi-
gnon jus. 

Finally, the menu offers
a choice of chocolate tart
with raspberry sorbet plus
mango pannacotta with
mango and champagne
syrup. 

Or you could both
choose to enjoy Grand
Marnier crepes with vanil-
la bean custard and fresh
berries. The menu costs
$60 for two courses or $75
for three. 

Omeros On The Beach,
Cook Park, The Grand Pa-
rade, Ramsgate Beach.
Bookings: 95295391,
omerosonthebeach.com.

Right on the beach: Omeros stalwart Richard
Tomlinson shows off a new outdoor setting at Omeros
on the Beach. A special St Valentine’s Day menu has

been planned. Picture: Jane Dyson 

Chinese New Year to
be celebrated in Athens

The Chinese community in Athens will
for the first time hold a public event to cel-
ebrate the Chinese New Year on this Sun-
day, February 14, in Athens’ Kotzia
Square, in front of Athens’ City Hall. Ac-
cording to their traditions, we are now en-
tering the year of the Tiger and this will be
celebrated with a series of events under
the banner ‘Spring and Harmony: One
family, one love”. The director of the In-
terChina Cultural Centre Tonia Luo, who
heads the committee organising the festi-
val, held a press conference on Monday at
the Foreign Press Association in Athens to
present the programme of events, noting
that the aim was to “build bridges of
friendship” between Greeks and the Chi-
nese. “We hope, through this event, that
more Greek friends will be able to learn
about China, about its traditions and cul-
ture, will be able to enjoy the colour, s-
mells and tastes of China so that the
friendship between the two peoples will
progress to a deeper level,” she said. 


