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= HYUNDAI A-LEAGUE:
ROUND 22

Happy New Year everyone as wel-
come Round 22 of the Hyundai A-
League 2009/10 season. The title race
remains wide open following Mel-
bourne Victory’s shock loss to North
Queensland Fury. It’s all up for grabs
as we move into the final six rounds of
the season.

On Saturday Wellington Phoenix
and Brisbane Roar face off at Westpac
Stadium with Brisbane desperate to
make amends following their 5-1 loss
to Gold Coast United. Wellington will
be looking to continue their impecca-
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ble Westpac Stadium form that has
seen them unbeaten at the Wellington
ground this season.

In Gosford the Mariners take on
North Queensland Fury in what could
be a make or break game for both
sides. Sitting in 7th and 8th respective-
ly a win could propel one team into se-

Stats, facts & milestones

Wellington Phoenix (9th) v Brisbane Roar (6th)
- Wellington Phoenix midfielder Troy Hearfield is due to make his 50th
Hyundai A-League appearance

Central Coast Mariners (7th) v North Queensland Fury (8th)
- Central Coast Mariners have lost their previous five matches, and are aiming
to avoid becoming the only club (apart from former team New Zealand
Knights) to lose more than five consecutive games in the Hyundai A-League.

Gold Coast United (3rd) v Adelaide United (10th)
 Gold Coast United are aiming for their fifth consecutive Hyundai A-League
win. Only two other Hyundai A-League clubs have had a winning streak of
five or more home matches previously: Brisbane Roar (once) and Melbourne
Victory (twice)

Newcastle Jets (4th) v Melbourne Victory (2nd)
- Newcastle Jets are aiming for their third home match victory in a row against
Melbourne . The Jets have not won three consecutive home matches (in the

same season) in the Hyundai A-League since its Championship-winning sea-
son 2007/08

Perth Glory (5th) v Sydney FC (1st)

- Sydney FC has not conceded a goal in their previous four matches and are
now aiming to equal the Hyundai A-League record of not conceding in five
matches in a row, held by Central Coast Mariners, Melbourne Victory and
previously by Sydney FC

rious finals contention while another
loss will leave Central Coast languish-
ing with six losses in a row while a loss
for either side will result in the loser
being the first team to record 10 losses
this Hyundai A-League season.

Late Saturday, Adelaide United visit
Skilled Park to take on Gold Coast U-
nited. The Reds need to make a move
now if they are going to make a late
push for the finals and find the form to
take them into the AFC Champions
League. Gold Coast however will be a
tough task, and with the fans starting to
make their presence felt in Robina,
Adelaide will have a battle on their
hands to get the three vital points on of-
fer.

On Sunday, Newcastle Jets host Mel-
bourne Victory and Perth Glory wel-
come the visit of top-of-the-table Syd-
ney FC in matches that see four of the
top 5 teams meet in 180 minutes of
football that will go a long way in decid-
ing season 5 of the Hyundai A-League.

<= SOUR GRAPES?

Have you noticed how he has been
reacting lately when he HAS actually
lost a game of football?

Manchester United manager Sir
Alex Ferguson 1 am talking about.
Seems he will escape sanction from the
FA once again- this time for his re-
marks about referee Chris Foy’s time-
keeping.

Ferguson was angry that Foy added
“a mere five minutes injury time” on to
the end of the Red Devils’ 1-0 FA Cup
third round defeat to Leeds United,
branding the referee’s conduct “an in-
sult” to fans and players.

Perhaps his team should have scored
the equaliser a little earlier... rather

than expect the referee to give them
additional injury-time lifelines!
Ferguson could be suspended for

longer this time around as he has al-
ready previously attacked Alan Wiley’s
fitness earlier in the season.

<> WARATAH CUP 2010

Much closer to home, The Waratah
Cup, (previously known as the Tiger
Turf Cup), is set to kick off early this
year.

Football NSW is currently encourag-
ing Associations sides to also be a part
of this historic Cup once again.

The Waratah Cup is the equivalent
to the ‘English FA Cup’, clubs from
Associations from all parts of NSW, S-
tate League One, State League Two,
Super League and NSW Premier
League teams will be involved in bat-
tling to see who will be the victors of
the 2010 Waratah Cup.

Depending on the number of teams
involved a Preliminary round could a-
gain be organised before round 1 com-
mences.

Associations sides along with State
League Two clubs will kick off round 1
of the knock-out competition before S-
tate League One and Super League
clubs enter the fray in round 2 while
NSW Premier League teams com-
mence their Waratah Cup duties in
round 3.

Previous Waratah Cup Winners

1991 — Blacktown City
1992 — Avala

1993 — Blacktown City
1994 — Bankstown City
1995 — Sydney United
1996 — Sydney United
1997 — Wollongong Wolves
2004 — Sydney Crescent Star
2005 — Sydney United
2006 — Blacktown City
2007 — Wollongong Wolves
2008 — Bankstown City FC
2009 — Sutherland Sharks
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