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“Football NSW supports Australia’s bid to host
the FIFA World Cup in either 2018 or 2022.

FFA are required to secure 64 training sites and
Belmore Oval would naturally be one venue to be
considered in the mix.

Belmore Oval is located in the Canterbury Dis-
trict Soccer Football Association which is one of the
most culturally diverse Football Associations in
Australia.

The training sites have detailed requirements
which one would expect of an event of the magni-
tude of the FIFA World Cup. The training site a-
greement runs for more than 33 pages.

The training venue must be of adequate construc-
tion quality, equipped with state-of-the-art techni-
cal and logistical facilities and comply with FIFA’s
technical, security, infrastructure, equipment and
other requirements. There are a number of media
and marketing rights associated with training sites
which need to be assigned to FIFA.

Canterbury City Council has obviously undertak-
en an assessment of the work required to bring Bel-
more Oval to the standard required by FIFA. They
would have reconsidered the economic benefits to
the municipality and the strategic priorities of the
Council.

They have made a judgment call. Unfortunately it
was not the way we would have liked it. However,
the Councilors are responsible to the rate payers,
and they need to be comfortable with the decision
they have made.

Naturally Football NSW is disappointed. We are
disappointed for the local Football Association,
particularly one which is culturally diversified as
Canterbury. We do accept the right of Council to
make the decision they have and respect the demo-
cratic forum in which they reached their decision.”

Football NSW General Manager
Ian Holmes
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