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9292 ETHNIC CHILD CARE, FAMILY

AND COMMUNITY SERVICES CO-OPERATIVE LTD

Her Excellency, Professor Marie Bashir,
Governor of NSW will be launching a
commemorative Booklet and DVD,
which entail the 30-year history of the
Ethnic Child Care, Family & Community
Services Co-Operative Ltd (ECCFCSC)
at the,

Addison Road Community Hall,
142 Addison Road Marrickville, on
November 25th 2009, at 10.30 am

ECCFCSC, which has been playing a sig-
nificant role as the leader and advocate for
Culturally And Linguistically Diverse
(CALD) people at government, non-govern-
ment and community levels to facilitate cul-
turally/linguistically appropriate children’s,
disability and aged care services in NSW.  

Our organisation will be honoured by the
presence of Parliamentary Dignitaries, rep-
resentatives of Member Organisations,
Community Leaders and members in cele-
brating its achievements and contribution in
three decades.

“Our organisation has made a significant
contribution in facilitating culturally and lin-
guistic appropriate services, over a span of
30 years, to meet the necessary needs of our
CALD communities” said Executive Direc-
tor, Ms Vivi Germanos - Koutsounadis.

In producing the commemorative booklet
and DVD, we promote and maintain the
multicultural perspective and provide a his-
torical document that permeates through the
difficult times to establish essential services
needed by people of Culturally and Linguis-
tically Diverse Background.

PHILOSOPHY
The underpinning philosophy of the Co-

operative is Social Justice, with particular
emphasis on Access &Equity and Multicul-
turalism in Children’s, Aged and Disability
Services.

Mission
The Co-operative is committed to ensure

that people from Culturally and Linguistical-
ly Diverse (CALD) Backgrounds be provided
with the opportunity to participate and re-
ceive services relevant, sensitive and appro-
priate to their linguistic, cultural, religious
and lifestyle needs. This is also in accordance
with the existing range of legislation. 

History

The Ethnic Child Care Family and Com-
munity Services Co-operative Ltd., was es-
tablished in 1978 with the coming together of
seven ethnic communities which had re-
ceived capital and recurrent funding from
the then Commonwealth Department of So-
cial Security to set up Long Day Child Care
Centres in various geographic areas to meet
their child care needs. 

In 1979, the Department through the Chil-
dren’s Services Program under the Special
Services provided funding to the Co-opera-
tive to set up the Ethnic Child Care Devel-
opment Unit as a Special Resource, Adviso-
ry and Training Agency. The aim of the pro-

gram was to assist the seven ethnic commu-
nities to establish their child care centres, to
research the child care needs of ethnic com-
munities in the inner and outer metropolitan
Sydney, to provide relevant information to
ethnic families and communities for them to
access child care services and to work with
children’s services to provide training, ad-
vice, resources and support to enable them
to provide culturally and linguistically appro-
priate care.

In the 29 years of its existence the mem-
bership has increased from the original 7
member organisations to 56 non-profit com-
munity based organisations which operate
children’s, welfare, disability, social, recre-
ational, aged care, respite care, vacation
care, cultural, and educational services.
Some are funded by the three levels of gov-
ernment others operate on a voluntary basis
and from fund raising activities. 

The Co-operative is the state-wide peak
organisation in NSW on CALD issues in
Children’s and Disability Services and is
funded by the Department Of Education,
Employment & Workplace Relations
(DEEWR), State Government Department
of Ageing Disability and Home Care, the
Department of Community Services and the
Department of Health and Ageing to oper-
ate programs targeting the CALD children,
families and communities to facilitate access
to culturally and linguistically appropriate
services to meet their needs. 

Our Current Programs
Bicultural Support Pool

Formerly known as the Casual Ethnic
Workers Pool (CEWP), the Bicultural Sup-
port Pool is a program operated by the Eth-
nic Child Care Family and Community Ser-
vices Co-operative for Children’s Services
Central and is funded by the Department Of
Education, Employment & Workplace Rela-
tions (DEEWR).The Bicultural Support
Pool offers time limited linguistic and cultur-
al and other support to Children’s Services.
The Bicultural Support Workers aim to edu-
cate, inform and empower Children’s Ser-
vices staff to enable them to support and in-
clude CALD and Indigenous children and
families in the their services by providing
hands on language support, assistance in
planning, implementing and modelling ap-
propriate cultural activities and programs,
and providing relevant resources and infor-
mation. 
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