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Saturday night hosted the minor semi-final between Marconi and Manly.
During the season both games ended in a draw and this game was no different.
The opening stanza showed glimpses that the game would be a typical semi fi-
nal performance. The middle of the park became a battle field as Thomas took
on Arrarte, and with 90 minutes played the scores were locked. Five minutes
into extra time Arrarte capitalised on Spencer Prior’s blunder sending through
Al-Hilfi who slotted the ball in the back of the net. Vamara Diarra secured the
Stallions spot in the Preliminary Final with his last minute tap in.

In the other semi final, Sutherland turned the game around from being two
goals down to beat the minor premiers 3-2. A deflected Ante Milicic free kick
gave the home side the lead just before half time. The home side then doubled
their account after the break with a tap in by substitute Andrija Petkovic, Syd-
ney United were well on course for the grand final by this stage. However it’s
not over till the fat lady sings, a unique twist brought the crowd at Edensor
Park rushing the gates and on their way home. In the 68th Ricky Perinich
bought Brad Boardman down in the box gifting the Shire men a penalty, Pan-
ny Nikas then stepped up and slotted the ball in the back of the United’s net.
Sutherland then pushed and lifted their game; in the 85th minute Jimmy Bakis
slipped away from Vrkic and Perinich finding himself one on one with Janje-
tovic, Bakis who without hesitation placed the ball between the sticks and sent
the Sharks fans in raptures. The third for the Sharks came well into injury time;
an unmarked Chris Price headed home the winner after a well timed Michael
Katz cross.

Sutherland will now take a week off and head to Penrith, as for Sydney Unit-
ed they meet Marconi this week at Sydney United Sports Centre. Sydney Unit-
ed heated exchanges after the match vented their frustrations with the game’s
outcome players, coaches, fans and officials all had a say. However I wonder
how Football NSW deemed the ground playable as 40% of the pitch is dirt.

This Saturday 5th of September “O KOSMOS” will acknowledge the 32
Greek players who played in the 2009 Telechoice Premier League. The inau-
gural awards are invites only at Burwood Park Cafe. A full report will be in
next week’s episode of Mav’s Corner.
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2nd DIVISION NSW
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15-2-5 63-18 47
13-8-1 55-24 47
13-5-4 45-22 44
13-5-4 49-32 44
12-4-5 54-40 40
12-3-7 61-36 39
10-3-8 44-35 33
9-5-8 37-32 32
9-5-8 38-43 32
9-2-11 42-43 29
7-6-8 41-42 27
8-1-13 39-37 25
7-2-13 29-46 23
5-5-12 32-44 20
4-0-18 29-79 12
1-0-21 15-100 3




