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BETTY VAGGELAS: ENTHUSIASTIC SUPPORTER AND GENEROUS BENEFACTOR

$450,000 given to help kids
A RETIRED business-

woman’s dream of

helping to create a car-

ing accommodation

facility to help serious-

ly ill children

has come to

fruition at

Arundel.

B
e t t y

Vaggelas could not

stop smiling at the

official opening of the

Paradise Kids guesthouse at

Arundel, a facility she helped

transform after donating

$450,000 to the charity.

“It was a long time coming,

but I am so happy I have been

able to achieve my dream”, she

said.

“I love kids and I wanted to

provide a happy holiday home

for kids to come to when they

are sick or dying and have a

good time”.

Paradise Kids co-founder Dr

Ian Mavor said he was grateful

for the support of the Isle of

Capri philanthropist and the

other ‘generous donors’ who

funded the $1.25 million proj-

ect.

The project includes a two

flat guesthouse renovation, as

well as a new building for the

organisation’s work with chil-

dren suffering sickness, grief

and loss.

Ms Vaggelas has been

involved with Paradise Kids

and its affiliated Hopewell

Hospice for many years.

She donated money to

Hopewell Hospice for a gaze-

bo chapel for prayers and

funerals.

Ms Vaggelas said her Greek

Orthodox faith had been the

driving force behind her

decades of charity work. 

The donor said it was won-

derful being able to support

Paradise Kids.

“Paradise Kids doesn’t get

enough recognition for the

hard work it does”, she said.

“So it makes me feel good

that I helped them out.

“There is still a lot more I

want to do for charity - I would

also like to help Youngcare”. 

In one of the issues of

“Hopewell” under the title “A

true Story of Life, Love and

Joy”, speaks about her vision

and promise to build a church.

A long-term resident of the

Gold Coast, Betty has been a

supporter of the work of

Hopewell and Paradise Kids for

many years. This has led her to

donate an outdoor Chapel for

the Hospice and to donate

funds required to make the

Paradise Kids visions a reality.

“It has been my vision to pro-

vide a place where families with

sick children can come and stay

on the Gold Coast. I want them

to be able to havefun and

to enjoy this

beautiful

place.

W h i l e

they are

h e r e ,

Paradise Kids will be able

to support the sick child and to

assist other family members in

dealing with the painful experi-

ence of having a child with a

long-term or terminal illness.

I encourage others to support

the work of Paradise Kids so

they can ‘help heal the

heartache’.”

I came to know Jesus as a very

loving Son of God who was sent

to teach us to love one another.

My faith became a very strong

part of my life after having a

vision of Jesus when I was a very

young girl. this faith enabled me

to fulfil a very hard decision on

my health and a promise to

build a Greek Orthodox Church

on the Gold Coast named St

Anna who was the Saint that

made it possible for me to sur-

vive the ordeal and have a

healthy baby girl who was

named Anna.

I continued my life with a

strong faith and love and was so

happy to meet Deidre Hanna

and Ian Mavor and

w a s

inspired by their commit-

ment and vision. They build a

beautiful respite centre -

Hopewell Hospice for the caring

of suffering and terminally ill

people. I got in touch with them

and asked if we could build a

Chapel near the centre to give

the dying strength and love from

Jesus. It gives me much pleas-

ure to see the Hopewell Chapel

used so much and I thank the

Lord. 

I also feel blessed to have

found Paradise Kids, a charity

also founded by Deidre and Ian

- wonderful people. This charity

is so special for me as I had a

ten-year dream to build a chil-

dren’s hospice at Arundel. This

dream has now been fulfilled by

my strong faith and love for the

children from all parts of

Australia.

The Ethnic Communities Council
(ECC) of NSW has been award-

ed the prestigious Premier’s Sustain-
ability Award as part of the 10th Green
Globe Awards. The ECC was recog-
nised as having the best environmental
sustainability project out of all busi-
nesses, government and community
projects in New South Wales. For a
community based organisation to win
such an award, given some of the ma-
jor multinational corporations also in-
volved, is an extraordinary achieve-
ment.

The Green Globe Awards are the
leading environmental awards in NSW
and give recognition to the outstanding
achievements in the sustainable use of
natural resources and leadership in
tackling climate change. 

Winners of the 2009 Green Globe
Awards were selected by an independ-
ent panel of expert judges and an-
nounced at a gala event hosted by the
Hon. Carmel Tebbutt, Minister for Cli-
mate Change and the Environment on
Tuesday 28 July. 

The award was presented by Minister
Tebbutt to ECC’s Chair, Jack Passaris

OAM, the Executive Officer, Mark
Franklin, to the project officers in-
volved with the water and energy sav-
ing projects, Helen Scott and Joyce Fu
and to the Chinese speaking educator
Elsa Cheung.

“The Green Globe Awards honour
organisations that put sustainability
and environmental management at the
forefront of their operations,” Ms Teb-
butt said.

The chair of ECC Jack Passaris

OAM congratulated all the staff that
participated in the projects.

The Ethnic Communities Council
was also awarded the Community Sus-
tainability Green Globe Award for its
work with 350 restaurateurs and dry
cleaners of non English speaking back-
ground. 

The Ethnic Communities Council of
NSW has been educating migrant com-
munities throughout the State on sus-
tainability and environmental issues

for the past 12 years. 
Supported with funding from the

NSW Climate Change Fund, ECC’s
Waterless Wok for restaurants and En-
ergy Saving in Asian Dry Cleaners pro-
grams helped small businesses upgrade
vital equipment to improve water and
energy efficiency.

The ECC’s programs rely on the ef-
fective and meaningful community en-
gagement processes conducted by the
Bilingual Educators. They are respon-
sible for the support and participation
in the community networks, public
recognition and celebration achieve-
ments, utilisation of the community
media and strong communication of
environmental messages. The training
of the Bilingual Educator is part of the
Ethnic Communities Sustainable Liv-
ing Project, sponsored by the DECC
(Department of Environment and Cli-
mate Change). 

Achieving the Premiers Award for
2009 shows the determination of our
Member ethnic communities to not
just care for our environment and to
live more sustainably, but to actually
take a leadership role for the whole
NSW community.

Green Globe Award winners - 2009


